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PLACENTIA INVOICES
PERIOD
COVERED DATE S.CA MAINT/ CIV CTR IRRIGATION
FY2004-2005 INVOICE EDISON TURF GROUNDS REPAIRS SEISMIC CONTROL TOTAL
Jul-04  07/28/04 4,661,33 £,150.57 690.71 276.54 0.00 7.27 6,786.42
Aug-04  08/23/05 5,332.93 1,150.57 722.54 302.50 0.00 7.29 7,515.83
Sep-04  09/14/04 5,250.20 1,150.57 679.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 7,080.20
Oct-04  10/15/04 5,155.44 1,150.57 679.43 215.00 0.00 14,45 7,214.89
Nov-04  11/04/04 3,963.90 1,150.57 686.96 0.00 0.00 7.18 5,808.61
Dec-04  12/14/05 0.00 1,150.57 788.19 252,50 0.00 7.18 2,198.44
Jan-05  01/10/05 6,334.08 1,150.57 875.17 0.00 0.00 1440  8,374.22
Feb-05  02/07/05 3,493.88 1,150.57 802.54 107.50 0.00 7.23 5,561.72
Mar-05  03/09/05 3,337.04 2,392.41 726.17 167.50 0.00 724 6,570.36
Apr-05  04/13/05 3,017.99 0.00 726.17 107.50 0.00 7.30 3,858.96
May-05  05/02/05 0.00 1,150.57 57342 0.00 0.00 7.22 1,731.21
Jun-05  06/10/05 6,593.11 1,150.57 580.92 215.00 0.00 0.00 8,539.60
TOTAL 47,13990 _ 13,898.11 8,531.65  1,584.04 0.00 86.76  71,240.46
AVG 3,928.33 L158.18 710.97 132.00 0.00 7.23 5,936.71
PERICD
COVERED DATE 8.CA MAINT/ CIVCTR IRRIGATION
FY2005-2006 INVOICE EDISON TURF GROUNDS REPAIRS SEISMIC CONTROL TOTAL
Jul-05 011405 4,306.02 1,150.57 649.79 0.00 0.00 14.68 6,121.06
Aug-05  08/08/05 5,806.71 1,150.57 649.79 107.50 0.00 7.42 7,721.99
Sep-05  09/12/05 5,666.05 1,150.57 243.44 460.73 0.00 7.20 7,521.99
Oct-05  10/05/02 5,323.86 1,156.57 184.99 215.00 0.00 .00  6,874.42
Nov-05  11/03/05 3,277.59 1,150.57 354,93 107.50 0.00 1437 4,904.96
Dec-05  12/12/05 2,597.26 1,150.57 291.60 107.50 0.00 720 415413
Jan-06  01/10/06 2,154.68 2,104.43 38517 2,366.02 0.00 7.20 7,017.50
Feb-06  02/09/06 2,494.98 1,150.57 210.52 348.72 0.00 715 421194
Mar-06  03/08/06 0.00 1,150.57 123.06 107.50 0.00 7.17 1,388.30
Apr-06  04/11/06 2,772.36 1,150.57 144.17 107,50 0.00 723 4,181.83
May-06  05/12/06 2,502.66 1,150.57 144.17 107.50 0.00 7.17 3,912.07
Jun-06  06/12/06 2,752.81 1,553.83 144.17 107.50 0.00 ¢.00 4,558.31
TOTAL 39,654.98  15,163.96 3,525.80  4,142.97 0.00 86.79  62,574.50
AVG 3,304.58 1,263.66 293.82 345.25 0.00 7.23 5,214.54
PERIOD
COVERED DATE S5.CA MAINT/ CIVCTR TRRIGATION
FY2006-2007 INVOICE EDISON TURF GROUNDS REPAIRS SEISMIC CONTROL TOTAL
Jul-06  07/13/06 3,167.47 1,582.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 719 475699
Aug-06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Sep-06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Qct-06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Nov-06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.00
Dec-00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 ¢.00
Jan-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Feb-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mar-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Apr-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
May-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 G.00
Jun-07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TOTAL 3,16747 1,582.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.19 4,756.99
AVG 3,167.47 1,582.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 7.19 4,736.99

2872006






Agenda Item 26
California Special Districts Association
Page 1 of 11

Elizabeth Minter

From: Nicole Dunn [nicoled@csda.net]

Sent:  Friday, June 30, 2006 4:32 PM

To: eminter@placentialibrary.org

Subject: CSDA Legislative Update - June 30, 2008

State Budget Approved/Summer Recess Begins

On Tuesday evening, the Assembly and Senate approved the 2006/07 state budget as well as the host of
implementation bills. The governor hailed the Legislature's action as "a great day for California,” while fiscal
analysts warned of future budget deficits if the economy, that produced billions of new dollars in recent months,

takes a downturn. The governor is expected to sign the budget today.

One veto the governor has made pertains to the $9 million allotment of funds granted to mosquitc and vector
control agencies for the control efforts of West Nile Virus. He has sustained $3 million of the funding and specified
that the budget contains an additional $1miliion in ongoing funding to support an effective, long-term, strategic
pfan for West Nile Virus, including a multifaceted surveillance program, extensive public education, and
assistance to local agencies and the medical and veterinary communities. While the veto is a major cut o the
initial allotment, the governor has stated that he will consider administrative remedies to provide funding to the
extent appropriate in the event unforeseen circumstances result in the depletion of funds to fight the disease.

With the state budget completed, the Legislature will commence its summer recess and return to Sacramento on

August 7 to complete this year's session, scheduled to adjourn on August 31. _
Today is the office deadline for policy committees to report bills to fiscal committee and numerous bills of interest

to CSDA were considered this week. Among them were;

Senate Bill 1317
SB 1317 by Senator Tom Torlakson passed the Assembly Local Government Committee on Wednesday. The

vote was 6 to 0, with Assembly Members Salinas, Del.a Torre, Houston, Lieber, Berg, and Jones voting in favor
and Assembly Member Emmerson abstaining. The bill now moves to the Assembiy Appropriations Committee.
SB 1317, sponsored by California Edison and supported by other investor owned utilities, the League of California
Cities and the California State Association of Counties, would provide an "incentive” to a city or county that sites a
new energy facility by shifting more of the unitary property tax to the citing city or county. Schools, counties and
nonenterprise special districts are held harmless under the measure, but enterprise special districts and the non-
siting cities would shift their aliocation of the unitary tax growth attributable to the new energy facility to the siting
city or county. CSDA continues to object to using enterprise special districts revenues for this purpose and will
continue to oppose SB 1317, Given the vote in the Senate and the Assembly Local Government Committee,

stopping SB 1317 will be very difficult.

Assembly Bill 1953

AB 1953 by Assembly Member Chan would change the current standard for lead piping and piping
materials. The bill was placed on the Assembly Appropriations Committee's Suspense File Wednesday.
The committee will consider the Suspense File in August. CSDA suppotts AB 1953.

Senate Bill 1206/Senate Bill 1210

SB 1206 by Senator Kehoe and SB 1210 by Senator Torlakson, the principal eminent domain bills for
this year, passed the Assembly Housing and Community Development Committec on Wednesday. SB
1206 passed 5 to 0, while SB passed 7 to 0. Both bills were referred to the Assembly Judiciary
Committee where they were heard and passed on Thursday. Senator Kehoe, on behalf of her SB 1206,
indicated during the Assembly Judiciary Commitiee hearing, that her bill and perhaps others, would be
resolved in a conference committee when the Legislature returns in August. It is highly probable that SB
1206 and SB 1210 will pass to the governor, who has not as yet announced a position on either bill.

Both bills were heard the day after the Secretary of State certified the so-called "Anderson Initiative" for
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the November ballot. Considered by most redevelopment law and eminent domain experts as "extreme,"

the measure houses several far-reaching provisions that would ultimately cost taxpayers billions of
dollars in new costs. The initiative, if passed, would drive up the cost of infrastructure projects, prevent
voters and state and local agencies from enacting environmental protections, and jeopardize funds for
police, fire and other critical local services. Other consequences would include a major increase in
frivolous lawsuits and the transfer of control of neighborhoods and communities from voters to
corporations and developers. CSDA has joined a broad coalition consisting of taxpayer, education,
business, environmental, ethnic, and local government groups to oppose the Anderson Initiative and
more information relative to the coalition's activities will be forthcoming.

Assembly Bill 2951

AB 2951 by Assembly Member Goldberg clarifies that public agencies that provide public utility
services have the authority to charge other public agencies on the same basis as comparable nonpublic
users, except capital facilities fees, which the public agency must negotiate with schools, higher
education and state agencies.

AB 2951 passed the Senate Local Government Committee Wednesday on a 5 to 0 vote, which the
education community strongly opposed. It is unclear as of this writing as to whether AB 2951 will
proceed to the Senate Appropriations Committee or be re-referred to the Senate Education Committee, a
move supported by the education lobby and opposed by the author and supporters.

Senate Education Committee Chair Jack Scott opposes AB 2951 and has requested the Senate Rules
Committee refer the bill to his committee. Assembly Member Goldberg and the supporters will be
asking the Senate Rules Committee to reject the referral and send the bill to the Senate Appropriations
Committee. The Senate Rules Committee may not act on the referral until after the summer recess.

Email Updates Available for All Member Agencies' Officials and Employees

Legislative Updates are emailed every Friday that the California Legislature is in session. Past and
current updates are available in the Legislation & Action section of the CSDA member's website , If
anyone else at your agency would like to receive these updates by email, or if you would like to stop
receiving these updates, let us know by calling toll-free (877) 924-CSDA or by emailing
nicoled@csda.net .

CSDA...keeping special districts informed!
A proud member of the CSDA Alliance.
California Special Districts Association
Special District Risk Management Authority
CSDA Finance Corporation
1112 I Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814
(877) 924-CSDA toll-free; (916) 442-7889 fax www.csda.net
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Elizabeth Minter

From: Nicole Dunn [nicoled@csda.net)

Sent:  Friday, June 23, 2006 3:30 PM

To: eminter@placentialibrary.org

Subject: CSDA Legislative Update - June 23, 2006

Legislature Grinds Toward Summer Recess

With the summer recess scheduled for July 7 to August 7, the Legislature, facing a June 30 policy
committee deadline, will consider hundreds of bills next week. Additionally, the Legislature is facing
another deadline, July 1, the start of the new fiscal year, to pass the 2006-07 state budget. While the
Legislature missed the June 15 constitutional deadline to pass the budget it appears that the budget will
be passed by July 1, perhaps early to mid-next week.

Assembly Bill 2435 Clears Committee
Assembly Bill 2435 by Assembly Member Coto, which contains numerous amendments to the Santa
Clara Valley Water District's special act passed the Senate Local Government Committee on Wednesday

with all five of the committee members voting in favor of the measure.

Recently, the Santa Clara County Civil Grand Jury released reports on numerous special districts in the
county, including Santa Clara Valley Water District. For the most part, the reports were very critical of
the studied special districts and there was concern that the timing of the reports could affect the outcome
of AB 2435 and lead to Santa Clara specific or statewide legislation to implement the Jury's
recommendations. While the Jury's reports were cited in the committee analysis and raised by an
opponent to AB 24335, the subject had no impact on the bill's passage.

Irrigation District's Board of Directors Bill Advances

On Wednesday, the Senate Local Government Committee approved AB 159 by the Assembly Local
Government Committee Chair Salinas. AB 159 waives the landowner qualification for the director of an
irrigation district if the district elects its directors without divisions, and the district must submit an
urban water management plan to the State Department of Water Resources. Additionally, the waiver
applies if the district elects its directors by divisions, the district must submit an urban water
management plan to the State Department of Water Resources, and the district supplies drinking water
to the division that the director represents. AB 159 does not apply to directors appointed or elected
before January 1, 2007, until their terms expire.

Service Extensions Bill Passes
AB 2259, also by Assembly Member Salinas, was passed this week. The bill would extend the existing

sunset of January.1, 2007 for LAFCOs to review and comment on the extension of services into
previously unserved territory in unincorporated areas and the creation of new service providers. AB
2259 extends the sunset to January 1, 2013, and states that the purpose of this review is to ensure that
the extension of services is consistent with state and local policies. The Senate Local Government
Committee approved the bill Wednesday with a 5 to 0 vote. '

State Mandated Local Programs/Assembly Bill 2176

AB 2176 by Assembly Member Niello requires the Legisla’rule to specify upon whom the charge, fee, or
assessment may be levied in any statute that states it does not 1rnpose a reimbursable state-mandated
program because the local agency has the authority to levy service chalges fees, or assessments
sufficient to pay for the mandated program or increased level of service. The Senate Local Government
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Elizabeth Minter

From: Nicole Dunn [nicoled@csda.net]

Sent:  Tuesday, June 20, 2006 4:.20 PM

To: eminter@placentialibrary.org

Subject: CSDA Special Update - June 20, 2006 - Action Reguested

Action Requested - for enterprise districts whose legislators are on the Assembiy
Committee on Local Government

Oppose SB 1317 - Send a Letter Today!

This bill, by Sen. Tom Torlakson, is similar to last year's AB 737 and wouid reallocate property taxes within a
county to the detriment of enterprise special districts that receive property taxes. Under the bill, if a city ora
county aliows a public utility to build an electric facility in their boundaries, they would get a much larger portion of
the resulting property taxes than under current law. Of course, this money has to come from somewhere, and in
this case it would come from the enterprise districts in the county. The only exception is if a district happens to
provide that site with water or fire services. Even though the dollar amounts for any given project are not huge,
this is the first step down a very dangerous path.

CSDA is asking that members betonging to an enterprise district whose legislators are on the Assembly
Committee on Local Government send in letters of opposition. You will find a list of those Assembly
Members below, along with their fax numbers. Additionally, you may alter and use the sample letter provided
below; and add any specifics you would like. In addition to the committee members, please also fax andfor mail
copies of your letter to CSDA (so we can track statewide response). You can find all of the necessary contact
information at the end of the sample letier below. SB 1317 is scheduled to be heard on June 28 in the
Assembly Committee on Local Government so please send your letter of opposition as soon as possibie,

Thank you for your assistance and support with this matter.
June XX, 2006

Dear Assembly Member:

On behalf of <<NAME OF DISTRICT>>, | am writing to register our opposition to Senate Bill
1317 by Sen. Tom Torlakson, relating to the reallocation of property tax revenues from new
utility facilities.

Under the current unitary method applicable to specified utility facilities, all entities of local
government receive an allocation of property tax revenues in accordance with a statutory
formula. As written, Senate Bill 1317 would modify the current formula by ailocating the
majority of property tax revenues from new facilities to the city or county that sites the new
facility. While the bill would allocate some of the property tax revenues resulting from new
facilities to the fire and water providers that would service the new facility, it does so at the
expense of other enterprise special districts that provide vitai services to the area's residents
and businesses. For districts, unlike cities and counties, property taxes are one of the only
available revenue sources, so we are extremely sensitive to changes in the allocation formula.

<<[NSERT INFORMATION HERE ABOUT HOW YOUR AGENCY USES PROPERTY
TAXES>>
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Our district understands the need for additional electrical generating capacity, but we strongly
disagree with the manner in which Senate Bill 1317 proposes to meet that goal. If cities and
counties choose not to site new generation facilities, then rather than modifying a fair property
tax allocation system, perhaps the Legislature should evaluate the reasons why cities and
counties choose not to site new facilities. Is it because they get too little property tax, or for
other reasons? Following such an analysis, the Legislature would be in a much better position
to determine if incentives, such as more property tax revenues, are necessary to assist cities
and counties in their decision-making process relating to siting new generation facilities.

We appreciate the opportunity to advise you of our opposition to Senate Bill 1317 and we
respectfully urge your nay vote.

ce:
Use the following contact information to send copies of your letter to those listed above:

Honorable Simen Salinas, Chair
Room 2175
Fax: 916/319-2128

Honorable Bill Emmerson, Vice Chair
Room 3149
Fax; 916/319-2163

Honcrable Hector De La Torre
Room 4162
Fax: 916/319-2150

Honorable Guy Houston
Room 2130
Fax: 916/319-2115

Honorable Sally Lieber
Room 3091
Fax: 916/319-2122

Honorable Joe Nation
Room 5119
Fax: 916/319-2106

Honorable Lois Wolk
Room 6012
Fax; 916/319-2108

CSDA
Fax: 916/442-7889

6/21/2006
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From: Jeri Takeda [jtakeda@mcls.org]

Sent: _ Friday, June 30, 2006 3:38 PM

To: 'MCLS/SLS/SSCLS/Associate Member Directors'

Cce: shaber; bgallardo; ccarlisle; hfirchow; jlambert; jstaff; Ipatric; mgermroth; palger
Subject: FW: [CALIX:5485] News From the Capitol: Governor Signs Budget

----- Original Message-----

From: owner-calix@listproc.sjsu.edu
[mailto:owner-calix@listproc.sjsu.edu] On Behalf Of Laura Fisher

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 2:36 PM

To: Calix

Subject: [CALIX:5485] News From the Capitol: Governor Signs Budget

To: CLA Members/ Systems/ Network Contacts

From: Mike Dillon, CLLA Lobbyist
Christina Dillon, CLA Lobbyist

RE: News From the Capitol

1. GOVERNOR SIGNS BUDGET - GREAT DAY FOR LIBRARIES!
$7 MILLION FOR PLF AND $7 MILLION FOR TBR INCLUDED IN AB 1801

At 11:30 a.m. today, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger held a press conference to announce he was signing the
$131 billion 2006-07 State Budget in the Rotunda of the State Capitol, while flanked by the legislative leaders
in each house and the two Budget Chairs. The Governor, wielding his pen, signed the Budget bill, AB 1801, at
11:50 a.m., and then posed for photos with Assembly Speaker Nunez and Senate President pro Tem Perata.
Speaker Nunez called the Budget one that "reflects a shared vision for California - one that can be fiscally
conservative, and compassionate." Assembly Republican Leader George Plescia praised the efforts of his
colleagues, noting that in terms of his caucus' goals, "paying down debt was our number one priority."

In a document released shortly before noon that accompanies the Governor's action on the State Budget, it
states: "The 2006 Budget Act signed by Governor Schwarzenegger fulfills the two principal budget priorities he
put forth in his May Revision - improving the State's fiscal health by; 1) paying down debt and building a
reserve; and 2) fully funding education

while also providing critical funding for law enforcement, disaster preparation and services for abused and
neglected children.”

Thanks to the successful lobbying efforts by CLA, the strong support of the Governor and his Administration,
and the action of the Senate Budget Subcommittee on Education Finance and the Assembly Budget
Subcommittee on Education Finance, today's Budget bill contains a significant increase in two important library
programs - the Public Library Foundation and the Transaction Based Reimbursement. The Governor's Budget
document released today states: ‘

California State Library
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"The Budget provides a $7 million General Fund increase to the Public Librafifunimtibrs s iag%n and
an additional $7 million General Fund increase to the transaction-based Interlibrary Loan and P88l
Program.

The augmentation to the PLF will enhance base support for local libraries, allowing for longer hours of
operation, the purchase of more books or expenditures for other local priorities. The increase to the Interlibrary
and Direct Loan programs will allow local libraties to recoup costs incurred when libraries share resources with
other library districts, thereby encouraging efficient resource allocation."

This important action by the Governor and the legislature brings the total baseline for the PLF to approximately
$21.3 million and the total baseline for the TBR to approximately $18.6 million.

1. SCHOOL LIBRARIES BIG WINNERS AS WELL

The Budget also provides for funding for an Instructional Materials, School Libraries, and Education
Technology Grant under the K-12 Proposition 98 portion of the Budget. $100 million is set-aside for this
purpose and the Budget document reads as follows regarding this item:

Instructional Materials, School Libraries, and Education Technology Grants

"The Budget includes $100 miltion in one-time Proposition 98 funds for the purchase of instructional materials,
school and classroom library materials and one-time technology costs. High-quality instructional materials for
every student are a fundamental building block of a strong educational program and are required under the
Williams settlement. These resources will help schools fill gaps in their instructional material programs and
replace lost textbooks. Further, school libraries play a vital role in promoting academic achievement and
providing instructional support. The resources provided in the Budget will help to replenish and refresh both
school and classroom library materials, In addition to the purchase of books and materials, these funds are
available for the purchase of one-time education technology which provides schools with many options for
enhancing instruction through the use of electronic multimedia materials. Grants will be allocated to school
districts and county offices of education on an equal amount per pupil based on the number of pupils in

kindergarten through grade 12."

1L SENATE COMMITTEE PASSES CABLE BILL - DEFERS ISSUE PERTAINING TO THE "PEG" AND
LIBRARIES

Despite the fact that the Senate and Assembly were scheduled to depart for their month-long recesses after the
conclusion of yesterday's Floor sessions, the Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee held
another hearing yesterday afternoon, to finish the work they began on AB 2987-Nunez, on Tuesday. You will
recall from our memo to you earlier this week, that on Tuesday the Senate Committee held a three hour hearing
on the very controversial measure, that is sponsored by AT&T and Verizon, which would enable the two
telephone companies to enter into the local market without having to negotiate with cities and counties, as is
currently allowed with traditional cable companies. Under the bill, the Public Utilities Commission would issue

the new franchises and oversee the new process.

The hearing on Thursday afternoon lasted three hours - again! This time, the Chair, Senator Martha Escutia,
noted that the rules of the hearing would change significantly. She stated, "On Tuesday, we had 100 supporters
and 100 opponents. I know who the stakeholders ate, and I want only a few stakeholders for each today." She
then asked only the representatives for Verizon, AT&T, the cable industry, the League of Cities, and CSAC to
come to the table. Speaker Nunez then thanked the committee members and staff for "all of the hard work and
time that has gone in to the bill. There have been very legitimate concerns raised by the stakeholders." Speaker
Nunez, flanked by Assemblyman Lloyd Levine (a co-author on the bill and Chair of the Assembly Utilities and

2
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Commerce Committee) then went issue by issue through the bill and attermpté {ANR %fﬁ%rﬁéﬁ?g'ﬁﬁl?would
satisfy the concerns of the committee members and the opponents. Page

The bill became particularly complicated when it got to the issues of "build-out" and "non-discrimination” and -
how much AT&T and Verizon will have to commit to building in areas dominated by minority communities,
etc.

Similarly, the issues regarding the public, education, and government

(PEG)

channels and funding for Institutional networks, and such things as free drops to schools, public buildings and
libraries, have become increasingly complex. The issues have been all lumped together by the committee as the
"PEG debate.” When we spoke to the Speaket's lead consultant on the PEG issue on Thursday, he said that the
Speaker wasn't prepared to offer amendments in committee because of the complexity of the issue, and that it
was "too hard to cut the pie here." He said he believed the committee would defer the issue and attempt to work
on it during the July break and tackle it again when the Senate Appropriations Committee meets in August.
Chair Escutia stated, "I had no idea what a PEG channel was before the hearing the other day and now we need
to try to define how to keep the cities whole, how many channels, etc." Speaker Nunez stated, "I agtee, thisis a
complicated matter. There are differing levels of PEG channels. Some communities are more sophisticated than
others. Let's try to find a framework to develop an over-arching service that has a common thread.” He then
proposed working through the summer break with Senator Murray and Simitian on a solution.

Said Senator Simitian, "I thank the Speaker, I represent an area where PEG is very important..I am not wild
about abrogation, I wasn't in the room when that came up. But I think it is not appropriate for [the cable
companies] to walk away from PEG when it is nickels and dimes in terms of a multi-million dollar contract
obligation.” Senator Cox said, "I would like to thank the Speaker for recognizing the importance of the PEG.
Some communities are very far along in terms of the INet." It was then agreed that Senator Simitian and Senator
Murray would head up the group that would lead the discussion on the PEG amendments during July, and
would bring back something definitive for the Speaker to consider at the Senate Appropriations hearing in

August.

The job of local government advocates has become much more difficult now that the cable companies, who
were strongly against the bill, have negotiated amendments to serve their needs, and are now siding with AT&T
and Verizon. Incidentally, the bill went out of committee on a bi-partisan vote yesterday of 9 "ayes" to 0 "noes."

We will keep you posted.

Views expressed on CALIX are the opinion of the sender and do not necessarily reflect the position of the
California Library Association.

How to get off CALIX: Subscribers are strongly encouraged to keep abreast of CLA and California library news

via this mailing list.
To sign off from the list, send email to listproc@listproc.sjsu.edu with the following request: SIGNOFF CALIX
or UNSUBSCRIBE CALIX in the body of the message. Make sure your subject line is blank and nothing other

than the command is in the body of the message.
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From: Jeri Takeda [jtakeda@mcls.org]

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2008 11:18 AM

To: : 'MCLS/SLS/SSCLS/Associate Member Directors'

Cc: shaber; bgallardo; ccarlisle; hfirchow; jlambert; jstaff; Ipatric; mgermroth; palger
Subject: FW: {CALIX:5470] News From the Capitol

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: owner-calix@listproc.sjsu.edu
[mailto:owner-calix@listproc.sjsu.eduj On Behalf Of Laura Fisher
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 9:43 AM

To: Calix

Subject: [CALIX:5470] News From the Capitol

To: CLA Members/ Systems/ Network Contacts
From: Mike Dillon, CLA Lobbyist; Christina Dillon, CLA Lobbyist

RE: News From the Capitol

I. SENATE AND ASSEMBLY PASS BUDGET CONTAINING AUGMENATIONS FOR PLF AND TBR
Governor Schwarzenegger Expected To Sign Budget By Friday

Last night the Senate and Assembly reached agreement on a $131 billion Budget and brought the bill and related
“trailer bills" to their respective floors for a vote shortly after 8 p.m. The Budget bill passed with relatively little
drama - except in the Assembly where they were short a few Democrat members due to illness, and had to call
for the vote on the Budget bill, AB 1801, three different times (close to 9:30 p.m.) until they received the
requisite two-thirds vote for passage.

You may recall that several weeks ago, the powerful six member Budget Conference Committee had been
diligently pouring through the Budget document, trying to reconcile the differences between the Governor's
January Budget, the Governor's May Revision, the Assembly version of the Budget, and the Senate version of
the Budget. However, on Saturday, June 10, they reached a virtual impasse on the "sticking points,” that would
need to be resolved by the so-cailed "Big 5" which consists of the Governor, Speaker of the Assembly, Senate
President pro Tem, Assembly Republican Leader, and Senate Republican Leader. Republicans were concerned
that the Conference Committee product was "bloated" and contained too many new state administrative
positions. In addition, they objected to the inclusion in the Budget of funding for health care for
"undocumented” children. Not only had the Conference Committee included money for this purpose, but the
Governor had also included money in his Budget for undocumented children.

Recently,

the stalemate on this issue ended when Democrats dropped their decision to fund this item, and the Governor
apparently decided to eliminate this line ifem from his Budget as well.

The Budget bill, AB 1801, contains a $7 million increase in funding for the Public Library Foundation. This
would bring the total amount of funding for the program to $21.3 million (see page 553: 6120-221-0001). AB
1801 also contains a $7 million augmentation for the Transaction Based Reimbursement which will bring the
total amount of funding for the program to $18.6 million for the "Direct Loan and Interlibrary Loan Programs."

1
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see page
1(553:p Page 10 of 11

6120-211-0001).
1. AB 2987-NUNEZ: THE MONSTER CABLE BILL AFFECTING...LIBRARIES?

AB 2987, authored by Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez and Assemblyman Lloyd Levine, Chair of the
Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee, and sponsored by AT&T and Verizon, would enable the two
telephone companies to enter into the local market without having to negotiate with cities and counties, as is
currently allowed with traditional cable companies. AT&T is putting a huge amount of resources behind this
bill, as evidenced by the never-ending television ads you have been inundated with over the last few months.
The bill passed its initial committee, Assembly Utilities and Commerce, after a two-hour hearing, on a bi-
partisan vote of 9 "ayes" to 0 "noes" and 1 abstention - mostly due to the influence of the powerful Assembly

Speaker. It passed the Assembly Floor 77 to 0.

There is a huge "turf war" going on between the proponents (AT&T and

Verizon) and the opponents (the traditional cable companies, i.e.

Comcast, .

etc.) In addition, the League of California Cities and the County Supervisors Association expressed strong
concerns with the bill during the policy committee hearing. You may be wondering what a bill between
competing cable companies has to do with public libraries?

As you are aware, cities, for example, can charge a franchise fee of up to 5% of gross revenues that can be used
for any general fund purpose. (It is like a rental charge on the public right-of-way, as the streets are torn up to
put the cable in place.) Additionally, they may charge an additional percent of gross revenues, usually ranging
from 1 percent to 3 percent for public, education, and government (PEG) channels, which can include televisiqf
city council meetings, etc. Under AB 2987, local governments lose the power to negotiate, and: ‘
1) "A community may only keep the PEG channels that are currently activated in accordance with the
requirements of the existing franchise.

2) The bill imposes a future ceiling of three PEG channels for communities that currently have no PEG
channels.

3) In addition, when an existing fianchise term expires, and in all cases where there are no PEG channels and
resources in existing franchises, PEG funding and support opportunities, are severely limited by the state
franchise approach as envisioned by AB 2987. PEG funding is limited to the lower of 1% of gross revenues or
the amount of capital-related PEG funding required in the expiring franchise.

4} Requirements for free drops to schools, public buildings and libraries are not included as permissible state
franchise obligations under AB 2987."

[Source: Sue Buske, Alliance for Community Media, National Board]

The CLA Legislative Committee, Chaired by Terri Maguire, took an "oppose unless amended" position on the
bill, and directed us to work collaboratively with CSAC and the League of Cities as the bill moved through the
process. The bill has been one of the most fascinating bills we have ever been directed to work on, on behalf of
CLA - mostly in terms of its importance and enormity in the State Capitol. To give it some perspective, former
Senate President pro Tem John Burton and Senator Dede Alpert have been retained to lobby on behalf of the
opponents, while the proponents have retained lobbyists such as former Democratic Leader Senator Richard
Polanco, former Republican Leader Senator Jim Brulte, several lobbying firms with ties to Governor
Schwarzenegger, etc, CLA has been part of a coalition of local government lobbyists and representatives called
the "Telecommunications Equality Coalition” and we have been meeting in person or via conference call .
regularly to discuss strategy or meet with legislators on the Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications L

Committee.
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The Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee heard the bill Qﬁ”fﬁ'ék‘&alyﬂi‘ﬁ%%ﬁf@?q‘ﬁ%%embers
of the committee have been bombarded with lobbying from both sides, and their over-riding B;ilggsﬁbg dhll of us
has been, "We understand you don't like the bill, but where are your amendments!?" One Senator indicated,
"The franchise train has left the station. Do you want to be in the First Class part of the train? Or the caboose?"
Her representative explained that she was attempting to help local government achieve their objective, but
wanted concrete solutions by way of amendments. During the hearing this Tuesday, literally hundreds of
lobbyists and representatives from the local government community swarmed the hallways outside of Room 112
at the Capitol to testify in support and opposition to AB 2987. The mass of people was so great, that the
sergeants actually opened "overflow" rooms where lobbyists could watch the hearing on t.v., since many
hundreds could not get physically in to the hearing room, due to fire code violations.

Assembly Speaker Nunez, in his opening remarks, stated, "This bill creates a level playing field for market
competitors. It also continues to provide PEG channels, which we think is a real positive thing, and we want that
to continue."” He addressed a series of problems in the bill, acknowledged that he would be willing to take
amendments relative to placing the bill under the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission, would allow
cable companies to abrogate contracts, would more clearly define "gross revenues,”

and would strengthen language regarding fees versus taxes. He added, "There are a lot of other outstanding
issues, including how to fund the PEG, and Institutional networks, but I am commiitted to working on that."

Both Chair, Senator Martha Escutia and Senator Kevin Murray expressed their concern that the bill creates
disadvantages for minority communities, and that AT&T and Verizon would have no incentive to develop their
markets in low income, minority neighborhoods. Said Chair Escutia, "I am not going to allow a bill to get out of

my committee without protecting poor people.

It
is important to never forget our roots." With countless representatives coming forward to oppose the provisions

in the bill pertaining to the PEG language, Senator Escutia said, "I am not going to have this discussion on PEG
anymore. I am making an executive decision that Senator Murray, as Chair of Senate Appropriations will
address this issue in his commiitee in August." Senator Joe Simitian, a friend to public libraries and schools,
said, "Madame Chair, if we are not going to have the full discussion today, will you allow me to be a participant
in the discussion? What we don't want to do is push back in terms of the potential for the PEG." Senator Escutia
concurred and said, "Agreed, I'd like to craft something that makes sense."

In a surprising twist, after a three hour hearing, no vote was taken on the bill, and instead, Senator Escutia
announced she would hold a hearing this Thursday morning, after the Senate Floor adjourns. She added, "We
are going to address every issue. My goal is to address those to the satisfaction of the Chair and the members on
both sides of the aisle.” Each member of the committee then gave a closing statement. Senator Joe Dunn stated,
"We have come a long way and Thursday will be critical. But I am reminded (when I

hear) "We will get a better price via competition” Those were the words of Ken Lay. So I am dubious." Senator
Dave Cox said, "I am looking forward to getting into the inner workings of PEG. The devil is in the details and
we need to go line by line so we don't put out a product that comes back to haunt us." Senator Battin closed by
offering, "The cities need to come to a position. They are beating a dead horse on the PEG. That should be able
to be worked out quickly. If that is the bulk of their opposition, then there is no 'there’ there!" We will keep you

posted.

----------------------------------------------------------------- calix-+
Views expressed on CALIX are the opinion of the sender and do not necessarily reflect the position of the

California Library Association.






TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:
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Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
Jim Roberts, Public Services Manager/Literacy Coordinatorg%/
July 31, 2006

Status of Placentia Library Literacy Services (PLLS) Partnerships with the
Community.

Provided below is a list of active PLLS partnerships/coalitions in the community. Those with an
asterisk (¥) are pending and have not yet begun.

+

Placentia Rotary Reading Enrichment Program (PRREP) began in October at El
Dorado and Valencia High Schools, and ended in June. Last school yeat, we had
over 100 high school volunteers sign-up for PRREP and attend PRREP mectings.

We partner with Even Stdrt at Ruby Drive Elementary School, where we offer
Spanish literacy classes on Friday mornings during the school year.

Federal Work Study (FWS) is a partnership among Western State University College of
Law, Cal State Fullerton and the Library where qualified FWS students work part-time at
the Library and off-site, primarily tutoring children. Cal State Fullerton and PLLS have

~ two additional partnerships: 1. the Intern Program, and 2, Service Learning.

PLLS is listed as a participating agency for interns with Valencia High School’s
Val Tech and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs. We had three IB interns
fast school year.

In June 2005, the California State Library awarded the PLLS an L.STA Grant to
partner with H.I.S. House to start an after school homework program for children
there. That project began on Tuesday, September 20 and ended in June, Last
school year we tutored a total of 31 students at H.L.S. House.

On Monday, September 19, PLLS began a homework club at Topaz Elementary
School for 7™ grade students who attend Tuffree Middle School and are graduates
of Topaz. The homework club ended in June, and we tutored a grand total of 61

students this past school year.

The School District started a citizenship class on February 4 in the Meeting
Room.
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TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Jim Robetts, Public Services Manager/Literacy Coordinator Bj)’
DATE : July 31, 2006

SUBJECT: Poet Laureate,

Meredith Laskow, Poet Laureate of the Placentia Library District, met with the Program
Com.mittee two times in June.

The poetry program given by Glenna Luschei on June 10 was attended by only two patrons.

Workshop Presenters. Darcel Harris, Education Director, CSDA, in an e-mail, invited
Meredith Laskow, our Poet Laureate, and me to present a workshop on Districts Making a
Difference, and feature our poet laureate. After the Library Board approves our travel request,
Meredith and I will fly to Reno on Tuesday, September 26 for the 3:30-4:30 PM presentation,
and return Wednesday. CSDA will cover most of Meredith’s and my expenses. We'll finalize

our plans in August.
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PLACENTIA LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TO: : Library Board of Trustees
oMY

FROM: Elizabeth D. Minter, Library Director "™ vl
SUBJECT:  Status Report — Audit Recommendations
DATE: July 31, 2006
The following financial information has been incorporated into the Library District’s
monthly financial reports as recommended by Moreland & Associates.

Capital Assets

Long-Term Debt

Cash & Investments

The financial information was completed in time for inclusion in the Fiscal Year 2005-2006
Budget.

Prepared by: Wendy Goodson
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BETTY H. OLSON, PH.D  CHARLEY WILSON
SAUNDRA F. JACOBS  SAM JOHNSON

ROGER FAUBEL JOHN 1, SCHATZ
GENERAL PMANAGER

Santa Margarita Water District

Tuly 14, 2006

Board of Directors

Placentia Library District

411 East Chapman Avenue
Placentia, California 92870-6198

Dear Board of Directors:

Thank you for your vote of confidence and I want to reaffirm my commitment to you as a
strong advocate for special districts in connection with my re-election as an alternate
special district commissioner for the Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). I
will remain open and approachable regarding your concerns and issues involving
LAFCO.

If you have any matters involving LAFCO in which I may be of assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I appreciate your support and look forward to continuing to serve
you and the interests of the special district community.

Sincﬁ

Charley Wilson
Alternate Special District Commissioner

26111 Antonio Parkway, Suite A, Las Flores, CA 92688 * Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7003, Mission Viejo, CA
92690-7005
Customier Service (949) 459-6420 * Administration (949) 459-6600 ¢ Operations (949) 459-6430

Page 1 of 1
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California State Library
Library Services and Technology Act

Final Narrative Report

This report is due thirty (30) days after the completion date of the grant period, on July 31. Note
that failure to submit this report within the timelines of the grant program could jeopardize
receipt of the final 10% grant payment. Mail a total of THREE copies of the report, one with

original signature. Send to:

California State Library
Budget Office - LSTA

P.O. Box 942837
Sacramento, CA 94237-0001

Date: July 18, 2006

1. Grant Award ID #: 40-6426

2. Project Title: Placentia Achieves School Success at The Homeless Intervention
Shelter House (P.A.S.S. at H.I.S. House)

3.FY: - 2005-2006

4, Total project period: July 2005-June 2006

5. Grantee: Placentia Library District
6, Address: 411 East Chapman Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870
7. Contact: James A, Roberts, M.Ed, |

8. Telephone/E-mail; (714) 524-8408 ext. 215/jroberts@placentialibrary.org

9. Needs:

The school-age residents of H.I.S. House lack the resources that are often necessary to
complete homework assignments, These children do not live within walking distance of the
Placentia Library. It is difficult for these children to come to the library for reference materials
and homework help. To compound this problem, the school-age residents do not have access to
computers, Therefore they are not able to complete assignments that require internet research or
word processing, As a result, the school-age residents do not have an equal chance to be

successful in school.
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Applicant Jurisdiction: Placentia Library District
Project Title: : P.A.S.S. at H.I.S. House

10. Project abstract:

The mission of the Placentia Library District is to provide library services and materials
that are responsive to the informational, recreational, educational, and cultural needs of all
members of the community. The clients of the Homeless Intervention Shelter House are an
under-served part of our library community. The shelter has an average of fifteen school-age
children residing there at all times. The children rarely use in-house Placentia Library services
such as: reference materials, computers, one-to-one tutoring, and homework help because the
library is not within walking distance of the shelter. The children are often unprepared for school
because they do not have the resources to complete homework assignments. This situation
contributes to low school engagement and low academic achievement.

Our goal was to establish a satellite reference library/homework facility at the shelter,
thereby providing the school-age residents with access to library services and materials, The
program titled Placentia Achieves School Success Program at the Homeless Intervention Shelter
House (P.A.S.S. Program at H.LS. House), would provide school-age residents with live
homework help, access to computers and reference materials, and with a quiet place to do their

homework.

The objectives of this program were to motivate school age residents to complete
homework assignments, to increase school engagement, and in doing so, to improve their
academic achievement. To measure these objectives, we recorded attendance at P.A.S.S.
meetings, we surveyed students every two months on their school involvement, and we spoke
with parents and H.LS. House staff to assess academic achievement as part of our needs

assessment,

By consistently monitoring the program using the above mentioned methods, the
Placentia Library could see that this program was a success. Attendance at P.A.S.S. meetings
was consistently at 80% for the first three months of the program. Beginning in January 2006,
attendance increased to 90%. Through the surveys we learned that students enjoyed the P.A.S.S.
meetings, felt more confident in their abilities, viewed the library as a valuable resource and felt
that the services provided by Placentia Library were essential to their acaderic success, Through
needs assessments, we found that school-age residents looked forward to attending P.A.S.S.
meetings and were disappointed if they missed a meeting. Parents reported that their children
were reading for pleasure, were eager to turn-in completed homework, were receiving better
grades in school and that they felt more confident about attending school. The H.LS. House
program staff reported an increase in school attendance.

This program met its objectiveé and exceeded its goals. The P.A.8.S. Program at H.L.S.
House has become a vital part of the shelter. Therefore, it will resume again in September of

20006.
(Do not attach additional pages)



Applicant Jurisdiction:

Project Title:

11. Project accomplishments:

The goals of this program were:

Agenda Item 33
Page 3 of 23

LSTA 9, Page 3

Placentia Library District
P.A.S.S. at H1.S. House

1. To motivate school age residents to complete homework assignments.
2. To increase school engagement.
3. To improve their academic achievement.

We were able to motivate many of the school-age residents to finish most of their
homework assignments, Because of this, attendance at school increased, and students reported
increased school engagement. Those who participated in the P.A.S.S, Program reported an
improvement in their academic achievement. The list below illustrates the progress made

towards reaching these goals:

Objectives

Q

99 homework help sessions will be
held at H.I.S. House Shelter

30 children will receive homework
help

4 press releases will bedistributed
3 tutor training sessions will be held
25 tutors will be trained

1485 reference questions will be
answered

Satellite library will be used
frequently

School-age residents will attend
P.A.S.S. tutoring sessions regularly

Increasing numbers of school-age
shelter residents and their parents
will state that the satellite
reference/homework center serves as
an important resource for their use

Outcomes

a

89 homework help sessions were
held at H.I.S. House Shelter

31 children received homewori( help
1 press release was distributed

9 tutor training sessions were held
23 tutors were trained

1702 reference questions were
answered

Satellite library is open 10 hours per
week

School-age residents attend P.A.S.S.
tutoring sessions regularly

School-age residents and their
parents have stated that the satellite
reference/homework center serves as
an important resource for their use

Use additional pages for this section, as necessary.
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In September 2005, the Placentia Library began the Placentia Achieves School Success
Program at Homeless Intervention Shelter (P.A.S.S. at H.I.S. House). Using the funds provided
by the LSTA grant, we were able to purchase reference books and laptop computers for use by
the school-age residents of H.LS. House. Placentia Library and H.LS. House collaborated to
provide a satellite library/homework center which is open for use ten hours per week. The library
has a reference and non-fiction collection that is maintained by libraty staff, and a fiction
collection that is maintained by H.LS. House staff. In addition, Federal Work Study employees,
university service learners, retired community volunteers, and high school students earning
community service tutored school-age residents in all subjects. The P.A.8.S. Program meetings
were held three times per week for a total of four and a half hours per week. The program
recessed for summer in June 2006, and will resume in September 2006.

Use additional pages for this section, as necessary.
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September 2005 - June 2008 Page $ of 23
First Name Sep-05 |Oct-05 |Nov-05 |Dec-05 Jén-ﬁﬁ Feb-06 |Mar-06 |Apr-06 [May-06 |{Jun-06 | |Yearly Totals
David 6 18 10.5 12 10.6 10.5 6 wa nia nfa 73.5
Nori 6 13.5 4.5 3 3 nfa na wa n/a na 30
Jacoh 6 13.6 na na nfa wa nia nfa nia nja 19.5
Joay 8 12 nfa a wa nfa a nia nfa nia 18
Juliana 6 18 nia wa nia na nfa nia nfa nfa 24
Sarah 1.5 7.6 ] 1.5 i5 1.5 nfa na na n/a 13.5
Destany nia na nfa nia nfa nfa 6 3 15 7.5 M5
Christina nia nfa n/a nia 15 6 7.5 0 4.6 n/a 18.5
Paolo na wa nia nfa 0 3 7.5 0 0 nfa 10.6
Ruben wa n/a na n/a 1.6 g 12 0 6 nia 28.5
Raven wa na n/a 3 na n/a nfa Infa nfa va 3
Trey 0 1.5 0 |wa nfa nfa nfa nfa nfa wa 1.5
William 1.5 1.5 45 nfa na va- na n‘a wa nia 7.5
Joy 1.5 6.5 nfa nla nla nla nfa nia na /a 8
Christian 7.5 12 ] 10.5 9 1.5 nia na nfa na 49.5
Elizabeth wa _|ma 4.6 8 9 15 |va na_|wa na 21
Jessica o 4.5 3 7.5 n/a nfa nia wa nia wa 15
Kaleb 3 75 0 9 nfa nfa a na  |na na 19.5
Demi 3 7.5 0 0 1.5 nfa na nfa 1wa nfa 12
Aaron 3 7.5 8 10.5 nfa nfa nfa nfa a a 27
Marlina na na nla n/a na n/a nfa 3 13.6 7.5 24
Emily wa Jwva e lva  |wa |15 a1 Jas o 75 43.5
Jesse wa jva  jva s 16 |va |wa  |va v | 7.5
Shelby na nia nia 6 16 va nia nfa nfa nia 7.5
Alanna na wa 1.5 105 |9 1.5 nla nia nla n/a 22.6
Orlando na na 15 10,5 9 1.5 n/a nfa nla nla 22,5
Christian na nfa na a na na 18 4.5 12 7.5 42
Lorissa nia nia nfa na na na 18 45 16 7.5 45
Janessa nig n'a na 1.5 13.5 10.5 12 3 10.8 75 58.5
Natalie na n/a na, 15 135 7.5 13.5 3 12 7.5 58.5
Christiana nfa na na nfa 15 0 0 0 45 7.5 13.5
Monthly Totals _ ||51 131 45 99 87 54.5 121.8 1268 102 60 776.5

* n/a = student was not reslding at H...S. Houss at this time.
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Applicant Jurisdiction: Placentia Library District
Project Title: P.A.S.S. at H.I.S. House

12. Subjective evaluation:

The Placentia Achieves School Success Program at the Homeless Intervention Shelter
(P.A.S.S. Program at HIS. House) was a success. School-age residents attended program
meetings on a regular basis. Program members received tutoring from trained and qualified
tutors three times per week. Members and parents reported an increase in confidence in children
who attended, and they also reported improved grades. The satellite library/reference center was
used by residents on a regular basis. Most H.I.S. House residents felt that the satellite
library/reference center and P.A.S.S. Program were the contributing factors to their children’s

improvement in school.

13. Project continuation;

The LSTA funds were used as seed money to provide the program with durable
equipment (i.e. computers, books, etc) and to fund the initial year of the project. We have applied
to foundations and corporate funding sources to raise money for the second year of P.A.8.5. at
H.LS. House. We have received the funding necessary to support a second year of the program.
We have actively recruited additional community partners to support the continuation of the
program with both funding and volunteers. Specifically, we have been approved for over
$100,000 dollars in Federal Work/Study funds. This means that we will be able to staff the
program with highly qualified tutors at minimal cost to the library. .

14. Signature/Date (CM / July 18, 2006

(714) 528-1925 ext. 203 A eminter(@placentialibrary.org

Telephone E-mail
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CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY

Grant number:

Project name:

Library/Jurisdiction:

Address:

City:

" Director name:

Phone number:

Fax number:

E-mail;

Auntliorized signature:

[IBRARY DEVEIUSHIRNEBER VICES
Page 19 0of 23

LSTA Outcomes Project Design and Report

Certification

40-6426 Report:. _Final - Apr 1 thru Jun 30

Placentia Achieves School Success at Homeless Intervention Sheiter (P.A.S.S. at H.LS.
House)

Placentia Library District

411 E. Chapman Avenue

Placentia, CA Zip code: -§28706198

Elizabeth D. Minter, MLS

(714) 528-1925 ext. 203

(714) 528-8236 ext,

eminter@placentialibrary.org

=~

UN\»\ Lk Date:  07/1872006

"
(Please Sign With Blue Ink)

Send ORIGINAL and three copies to:

California State Library
Budget Office — LSTA
P.O. Box 942837
Sacramento, CA 94237-0001

Page 12 of 12
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SOUTH BAY IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD GF ITRECTORS
505 GARRETT AVENUE, P.O, BOX 2328 W.D. “BUD" POCKLINGTON
CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328 JAMES F. DOUD, SR,
(619) 427-0868 FAX (6189) 425-9660 DAVISION 2
JAMES C. ALKIRE
DAVISION 3
MARY SALAS

DVISION 4
MARGARET COOK WELSH
DIVISION 5

July 7, 2006 W.0. "BUD" POCKLINGTON
DISTRIGT REPRESENTATIVE
SAN DIEGO COUNTY
WATER AUTHORITY

Ms. Elizabeth Minter
Library Director

Placentia Library District
539 Gardenia Avenue
Placentia, CA 92870-6198

Dear Ms. Minter:

At its June 19, 2006 meeting, the South Bay Irrigation District (SBID) Board of Directors
nominated Director Jim Doud to the California Special Districts Association Board of
Directors, Region 6, Seat A. A unanimous vote supported this nomination. Jim is currently
President of the California Special Districts Association, San Diego Chapter.

Attached is a Statement of Qualifications for Director Doud.

The Board of Directors of SBID is requesting your Board's support for Director Doud for Seat A
‘of the California Special Districts Association Region 6 Board. | am requesting that your Board
give consideration to submitting a resolution or minute order in support of Director Doud’s
nornination. Attached is a sample resolution for your convenience,

Please forward a copy of your resolution or minute order to CSDA by July 27, 2006, at the
address below:

California Special Districts Association
ATTN: Paul Spitale

1112 “1” Street, Suite 200

Sacramento, CA 95814

or FAX to (916) 442-7889

it would be greatly appreciated if you would also forward a copy of the resolution or minute
order to Rita Schoonderwoerd, SBID Board Secretary, for our records. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely, ‘- 4
Dennis A, Rostad -
General Manager
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STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS
Jim Doud
Director, South Bay Irrigation District and Sweetwater Authority
San Diego County

Jim Doud has represented Region 6 as President of CSDA, San Diego Chapter, from 2005
to present. As President, Jim attends all San Diego Local Agency Formation Commission,
Special Advisory Committee meetings to report on the ongoing discussions on the draft
'LAFCO publication, Profiles of Special Districts in San Diego County.

Jim has represented Division 2 of South Bay Irrigation District and Sweetwater Authority
since 1995. He has served two terms as President for South Bay Irrigation District and two

terms as Chair for Sweetwater Authority, and currently serves and chairs numerous
committees.

Jim is an active and voting delegate to the National Water Resources Association (NWRA)
and the Western Coalition of Arid States (WESTCAS).

Jim is active in the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) serving on the
Federal Affairs Subcommittee, and ACWA’s Outreach Program.

Jim is active on the Chula Vista Interagency Water Task Force, executed by the Mayor of
Chula Vista in 1990, and served as Chair from 2004 to 2006.

Jim is active in the Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce, representing South Bay lrrigation
District and Sweetwater Authority.

Jim is a graduate of the Special District Institute in Leadership and Management.
Jim is a retired Senior Engineer, Rohr Industries.
Jim is a member of the Retired National Management Association —~ Rohr Chapter.

Jim is a Korean and Cold War veteran.
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RESOLUTION NO.

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
(NAME OF MEMBER DISTRICT)
SUPPORTING THE NOMINATION OF JIM DOUD TO THE
CALIFORNIA SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REGION 6, SEAT A

WHEREAS, this district is a member district of the Cali

rnia Special Districts
Association (CSDA); and :

ation District, has

WHEREAS, another CSDA member district:the South Bay
requested that this district support the nommation of:its.
Directors, Region 6.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED th
a copy of this resolutzon to CSDA, Aftn:

ing roll'¢all vote of the Board of Directors
i, day or : , 2006.

(SIGNATURE)
President

ATTEST:

(SIGNATURE)
Secretary
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42" Annual Placentia Heritage Festival & Parade

Community of Champions

v PLACENTIA

PARADE APPLICATION
(All applications must be received no later than September 22, 2006)

O\ Cloman e L\\;m., D; <:er|..u‘" fcacd ?TYM»L@-% )

Name of Entry ° [ ]Float [ ] Commercial
Length [ 1 Non-Profit

Mailing Address [ 1Band [ 1 Color Guard
Plcavti o , CiA T2&8 22 [ ] Novelty
City State Zip Description (Length and Type)
N\ e st T ey [ 1 Equestrian How Many
Contact Person

' ' [ ] Antique ] Classic Auto
14 sy [13€ ¥ k]eeﬁveﬁibjre-rngi

Daytime Phone Night Phone |
[ 1 Youth Organization

s ol vedign @ placealad brow Loy [ TWak [ ]Vehicle
Email address - o

[ ] Other

Number of participants in entry 4

Support vehicle to Entry  [x] Yes® | .
If yes, describe Tywck Suseplied \03 '((-a.M,ma-‘é Fovd

*'k****************************************************************************************************#*****‘k***

SCRIPT: In order for your entry to be recognized by the parade announcers, a script must
accompany this application. An example form has been included for your convenience. (Please
limit script to four (4) sentences of text). Please complete a script and return by September 22,
2006. Scripts may be emailed to heritagefestival@placentia.ord.

Vehicles and signage are the responsibility of each entrant.

Questions, Comments and Special needs: Please use separate page if required.

You will receive more specific parade information, your line up position and parade pass by the
first week in October. Please complete the Parade Application, Hold Harmless Agreement and
your script as soon as possible and mail to:

Bruce Hunt, Jr., Parade Chairperson
Placentia Heritage Committee
P.0O. Box 805
Placentia, CA 92871

(See Reverse)

te Vel wvh et
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PLACENTIA HERITAGE FESTIVAL & PARADE
INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE

In consideration for permission to participate in the PLACENTIA HERITAGE FESTIVAL &
PARADE to occur on October 14, 2006. P\dcestobrar O gimek,, the undersigned
hereby covenant and agree to indemnify, defend and save harmless Placentia Heritage
Festival Committee, the City of Placentia, the Tri-City Park Authority, each of their officers,
directors, members, agents, servants, volunteers, representatives and employees, and all
other participants in the Placentia Heritage Festival & Parade from ANY and all claims,
demands or liability- which the aforementioned parties may sustain as a resuit’ of ANY
claims, demands, cause of action, costs of judgments and/or other occurrences which may
arise from the undersigned's patticipation in the PLACENTIA HERITAGE FESTIVAL &
PARADE.

The undersigned on behalf of himself/herself, his/her sponsoring group or organization,
his/her heirs and assigns, further (1) assumes the risk of any and all personal injuries and
property damage which the undersigned may suffer as a result of participation in the
parade or festivities; (2) waives his/her right to sue the aforementioned parties relating to
any parade and festival activities; and (3) covenants with the aforementioned parties to
forever refrain from instituting, pressing or in any way aiding any claim, demand or cause
of action, for damages, costs, loss of services, expenses or compensation for, on account
of, or in any way arising from or hereafter to arise from the undersigned's participation in
the said parade and festivities. This covenant is intended by the parties to be a waiver of
California Civil Code Section 1542 which reads as follows:

"A general release does not extend to claims which the creditor does not know or
suspect to exist in his favor at the time of executing the release, which if known by
him must have materially affected his settlement with the debtor.”

Tand Do 2020000

Signature

o\ Lee .,\_,L“ ;,LL(&)FHH DJS’\'Y C)F &)@-J ?Tfu.sjr%

Sponsor Group

Home Phone

74§28 192§ ¥ a3
Owner{ ) Representative “QQ Business Phone
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'PLACENTIA LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

TO: Library Board of Trustees @f.

FROM: “Elizabeth D. Minter, Library Director &

SUBJECT:  Library Director’s Report

DATE: July 31, 2006

Activities Report:

Jun 20 Met with Jean Lasley and Wendy Goodson to discuss Foundation activities.

Jun 21 Met with Jean Lasley, Jeff Wilcox, Wendy Goodson and Jim Roberts to discuss
recruiting a grant writer, identifying an attorney for the Friends/Foundation project
and finding Development Director applicants.

Jun 22 Attended Foundation Investment Committee Meeting,
Attended Foundation Board of Directors Meeting.

Jun 26 Met with Richard DeVecchio to edit the job description for the Development
Director.

Jun 29 Attended Chamber of Commerce Installation Breakfast.
Attended ISDOC Membership Meeting and LAFCO Election.

Jul 1 Saturday Manager at the Library.

Jul 5-11  Vacation

Jui 11 Attended ISDOC Executive Committee Meeting and LAFCO Special District
Allocation Formula Committee Meeting.

Jul 12 Participated in training for Easy Ware, the new Development Office software.
Attended the Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting and Mixer at office of Dr. Jane
Skuben.

Jul 17 Attended luncheon with Independent Special Library District Directors at Palos
Verdes.

Jul 19 Participated in interviews for Development Director position.

Jul 29 Attended the Chamber of Commerce/Ribbon Cutting for Walgreens.



Jul 22

Jul 27

Agenda Item 36
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Saturday Manager at the Library.

Attended Chamber of Commerce Police & Fire Breakfast.

Staff Meetings:

Jun 21

Jul 5

Jul 19

Discussed new medical insurance program and developed a recommendation to the
Library Board for rebates of deductibles and co-pays of specific items; reviewed the

Fiscal Year 2006-2007 Budget and special projects and the use of new staff positions;
and announced the Staff Appreciation Dinner,

Conducted by Wendy Goodson because I was on vacation. It included an update of
the medical insurance program.

Announced the appointment of the new Development Director, discussed plans for a
training program on services for the deaf and hearing impaired to be conducted by
the Dayle MacIntosh Center, and discussed changes in the Passport processing

procedures. :
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TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Jim Roberts, Public Services Manager\u?/
DATE: July 31, 2006

SUBJECT: Program Committee Report for the month of June.

ADULT SERVICES
June 04-05  June 5-06 YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06-

NUMBER OF PROGRAMS 1 2 10 11
NUMBER OF ATTENDEES 70 60 186 232
CHILDREN’S SERVICES

June 04-05  June 05-06 YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06
NUMBER OF PROGRAMS 21 29 250 2903
NUMBER OF ATTENDEES 1,184 1,855 10,891 13,491
PROGRAM COMMITTEE

June 04-05 June 05-06 YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06
NUMBER OF MEETINGS 0 2 0 11
NUMBER OF ATTENDEES 0 18 0 69
NEWS RELEASES NA 1 NA 6
LITERACY SERVICES June 04-05 June 05-06 YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06
Total Tutors 188 170 319 310
Total Students 2064 226 364 354
Total Hours 1,506 1,610 14,457 14,617

For more detailed literacy statistics, see Agenda Item 38, pages 2 of 3 and 3 of 3.






To: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
From;  Caroline Gurkweitz, Children’s Librarian %

Date: for Board Meeting, July 31, 2006

Agenda Item 38

Subject:  June 2006 Activities in the Children’s Department

TYPE OF PROGRAM | NUMER OF TOTAL
PROGRAMS | ATTENDANCE

Lap Sit 2 years and under | 87
Story Time I: 6 years & 125
younger
Story Time II: 6 years & 4 183
younger
Music Time I: 6 years& 4 156
younger
Music Time II: under 6 years | 4 136
old
Music Time III; under 6 4 110
years old )
Read to the Dogs event i 35
Summer Reading Program | 4 327
Events
Summer Reading Program | 608
Registrations
Total June 2006 29 1767
Total June 2008 21 1184
Current FY to date 293 13,491
Previous FY to date 250 10,891
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TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Jim Roberts, Public Services Manager/Literacy Coordinator @Z/
DATE: July 31, 2006

SUBJECT: Placentia Library Literacy Services (PLLS) Activities Report for the month
 of June.

Tutor Training, There was no tutor training workshop in June. We had one in July, and ten
High school students were trained. They are all tutoring or pending.

Families for Literacy (FFL) Program Status. There was no FFL programming in June.

Placentia Rotary Reading Enrichment Program (PRREP). PRREP tutoring has finished for
this school. We recruited more than 80 PRREP tutors from El Dorado High School and Valencia
high School tutored at the Library or off-site at Topaz Elementary School or at H.I.S. House,
accounting for more than 2,000 hours of instruction.

Update on the two new PLLS homework clubs. ~ Both the Topaz-Tuffree Homework Club at
Topaz Elementary School and the Homeless Intervention Shelter (H.L.S. House) Homework Club
were tremendously successful this school year. We plan on continuing both of them next school

year in Mid-September.

English Language and Literacy Intensive (ELLI) Program Update. ELLI has ended for this
school year. We were active at three elementary schools--Ruby Drive, and Topaz, and Tynes--
and we had a total of fifteen tutors working with more than 200 grade school students.

Federal Work Study (FWS). Our FWS partnership with Financial Aid at Cal State Fullerton
grew stronger during FY 2005-06, and will continue through June, Our Cal State Award for FY
2006-07 is $85,000. Our FWS partnership is also very strong with Western State University
College of Law as we had fifteen (15) who tutored in PLLS this school year.

LSTA Grant Denied. The PLLS LSTA Grant Application to fund additional homework clubs
was denied. One of the reasons cited in the letter signed by State Librarian, Susan Hildreth, that
we were not funded was that...”this project seems overly optimistic in its stated goals.”
Attachment [. My e-mail response to that is Attachment 2. The good news is that I’ve gotten to
know one of the LSTA selection committee members which could facilitate future applications.

Literacy statistics. See Agenda Item 39, Pages 2 of 3, and 3 of 3.
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Placenta Library Literacy Services
Report of Growth and Progress

June 04-05 June 05-06 YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06

Tutors
Adutt 79 81 194 169
Teen 88 89 140 151
Hours Instruction 1,410 1,520 15,867 14,617
Other Volunteer Hours 72 120 1,056 1,280
Total Hours 1,542 1,640 16,923 15,877
Training Workshops
Workshops Held 2 0 28 23
Tutors Trained 16 0 217 181
Students
With Adult Tutors 102 94 203 201
With Teen Tutors 100 132 141 153
In Groups 20 0 30 0
Total Active Students 222 226 374 354
Families for Literacy
Family Students 8 5 12 12
Family Tutors 6 5 10 8
Hours of Instruction 100 60 780 760
ELLI Program
K-6th Grade Students 0 0 200 201
Tutors for K-6th Grade 0 0 22 15
Hours of Instruction 0 0 3,254 6,487
Homework Clubs
On-Site: Students 0 10 0 569
On-Site Tutors 0 10 0 49
Hours of Instruction 0 100 0 2,300
H...S. House Students 0 8 0 43
H.L.S. House Tutors 0 6 0 26
Hours of Instruction 0 200 0 1,440
Topaz Students 0 18 0 99
Topaz Tutors 0 6 0 45
Hours of Instruction 0 200 0 3,660
Total Tutors 167 170 334 310
Total Students 222 226 374 354
Total Instruction Hours 1,410 1,610 15,867 14,617
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Total 8tudents
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TO:
FROM:

DATE:

Agenda Item 40

Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
Mary Strazdas, Librarian ﬂu. Qg

July 26, 2006

SUBJECT: Reference and Adult Services report for June, 2006

There were two Program Committee meetings during the month.

Special library displays included one for the Placentia Round Table Women’s Club (Bicentennial
quilt), and roses. There was also a display of materials pertinent to the extremely popular Da
Vinci Code, because the movie’s release occurred at the end of May. We removed the displays on
women’s health and World War IL

We began a special paperback section of adult summer reading choices. With multiple copies of
titles from the paperback best seller lists, patrons have ample choices. To differentiate these titles
from other collections, book spines were marked with a ladybug stamp. The books are called
“best sellers’ in the catalog.

There were two programs in June. Glenna Luschei presented a poetry workshop called “Coming
Home: How the Journey Changes the Poet” on Saturday, June 10, from 1 to 4 p.m. This was the
second poetry workshop of the year, and it drew three patrons. Those who attended said it was a
good experience. :

On Monday, June 19, six patrons attended “Hills for Everyone.” Claire Schlotterbeck, Executive
Director of the group Hills for Everyone, has been involved with this group for over 20 years in
many capacities. She spoke about the group’s goals and how Hills for Everyone works with
legislators and other citizens to achieve them. Claire brought handouts and some very large
photos and maps to illustrate her points. Her informal presentation made patrons comfortable to
ask many questions. Patrons could also select library materials or a bibliography/webliography.



Statistical Comparisons at the Reference Desk

June FY 2005/2006

2005 2006
Phone Reference Questions 216 170
Desk Reference Questions 1,647 1,082
E-Mail Reference Questions 4 6
Ready Reference | 29 37
Instruction 55 114
Computer Use 2,716 2,771
Reference Books: In-Library Use 29 3,662
Patron Database Sié;nups 242 196

Agenda Item 40
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YTD 04-05 YTD 05-06

2,278
18,883
64
463
616
28,275
13,135

2,609

2,424
19,264
70
394
1,155
31,318
39,407

2,523
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TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Gary Bell, Librarian%
DATE: July 31, 2006

SUBJECT:  History Room report for June

History Room visitors in June: fiscal year 2004-2005: 0

History Room visitors in May: fiscal year 2005-2006: 6

The 2006 annuals for Valencia, Esperanza and El Dorado high schools were added to the yearbook '
collection.

Many books were ordered and added to the History Room’s collection.

John Stahler, curator of the Bradford House, researched information on the Pound family.

Reports were made to the Placentia Round Table on the Olinda Museum in Brea and the Nisei exhibit at
Fullerton’s Arboretum Museum.

An inventory of books in the History Room, obtained these results of our holdings: Shelf check to follow.
Local Authors: 30 items

Fiction: 303 items

Biography: 110 items

Nonfiction: 1,314 items

On June 7% 1 attended an MCLS workshop about California History Resources on the Web.This was an

outstanding seminar and very enlightening as to the vast amount of sites dealing with California history,
culture, missions, geography, government and more.
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Placentia Library District

TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Vernon Napier, Technical Services Manager %
DATE: July 24, 2006

SUBJECT: Website report for June 2006

During the first week in August [ intend to convene a newly established Website Advisory Group
(WAG?). Every Library interest (reference, circulation, Friends, etc.) will be represented. The
purpose of the Group is too keep the website accurate, current, and fresh.

| have attached to this report some relevant statistics from our “webstats” program in order to give
an overview of {otal usage and most viewed pages.

| have also attached a a statisticai report showing the use of our principal online databases.

Vernon J. Napier
Technical Services Manager



Placentia Library District

Library Website Traffic

Unique visitors
Number of visits
Visits per visitor
Pages visited
Pages per visit

Pages most viewed

Application for library card
Borrowing library materials
Calendar

Catalog

Community links

Contact Us

Frequently Asked Questions
Home page

Kids page

Literacy services

My account

Passport applications
Searching for information

June ‘05

n/a
nfa
nfa
44,404
n/a

n/a
nfa
nfa
nfa
nfa
nla
nfa
nfa
380
175
n/a
607
n/a

June '06

1,822
2,966
1.62
15,091
5.08

69
136
298
§02

122
223
10,815
233
57
533
214
332
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Placentia Library District

QOn line reference resources

Usage statistics for  May "06 June '08

Grolier Online 8 4
Encyclopedia Americana 1 0
La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre 0 1
America the Beautiful 0 0
Lands and People 3 0
General Reference Center 78 82
Health & Wellness Resource Center ] 10
Opposing Viewpoints 334 43
Newshank -Newspaper search 13 30
Newsbank -Magazine search 0 0
L.A Times 35 7
N.Y. Times 20 1
Wall Street Journal 13 0
Heritage Quest 866 1320
Learning Express (Learn a test) 5 3
Novelist 127 4

Tumblebooks 12 177
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TO: Elizabeth Minter, Library Director
FROM: Vernon Napier, Technical Services Manager ,6
DATE: July 25, 2006

SUBJECT: Technology Report for June 2006

¢ Attended a 3 day course held at CSU Fullerton on scanning and digitizing
documents and photegraphs

e Attended the “kick-off’ program of the LSTA Grant to digitize the Library's
historical photographs

¢ Commissioned a survey of nearby institutions to discover holdings (if any) of
Placentia newspapers

e Sent off first 2 micro-film reels of The Placentia Courier to be digitized
* Installed flat screen lcd monitors on public computers
e Ordered Aquabrowser and have scheduled to go live during August

¢ Continued long-term project of replacing all hard plastic music cd cases with
more pliable cases. At the same time we are reclassifying the music collection
into more popular categories

*kkkkii

| am pleased to report that one of our patrons complimented us (in writingl) on the
display of best-seller paperbacks selected for adults wanting some vacation time

reading:

“This is an awesome ideal. I'm a voracious reader and this is the greatest new service?
Thank you!”
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BRIEFLY

Library volunteers
3% needed

Volunteers are needed to
help run the Placentia Library
bookstore, located in the lobby
of the library, at 411 E. Chap-
man Ave. ) ’

Volunteers help to sort and
price the books, stock shelves
and staff the store in two-hour
shifts.

Training is provided,

. All proceeds from the store
are used by the Friends for Li-
brary services..

Naney Lone/Tollefson, who

Friends of Placentia Library, at
T14-524-7818, i

pacific clippings
pmb 11789
santa ana, calif. 92711

Placentia News
Weekly JUN - 8 2006

- ) ~
5.Cheap insurance
% Xssembywdman B ¥
Péucher's staff will hand out
information on purchasing
low-cost auto  insurance’
. through the California Depart- |
ment of Insurance for resi-
dents with cars valued at less
than $20,000, from $:30 to 4:30
pm on June 12 at the Placentia
Public Library, 411 E. Chapman
Ave, and from 10 to 11 a.m. Jung
14 at the Placentia Senior Cen-
ter, 143 8. Bradford Ave,
Information: 714-672-4734

For more information, call .

manages the store for the -

Agenda iten 44
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pacific clippings
pmb 11789
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TheRegisterjyN 1 3 2006
Daiy
_ BORROWING
437~  PLACENTIA
Five Placeritia city properties are

pledged as collateral for the city’s bor-
rowing. Los Vagueros Park and Koch

‘Park would be unencumbered this month

once the city pays a debt incurred to pur-
chase on Office Depot property. Here is a
breakdown. o

" $4.5 miflion: Certificates of participation
for traffic circulation, issued in 2001, ge- .
cured by Corporate Yard, Kraemer Park.

- §$11 milfion: Certificates of participation,
issued in 2008 to refinance a previous
borrowing, secured by Corporate Yard,
Kraemer Park, McFadden Park. '

. $6.9 million: Certificates of participation
for Office Depot, Issued in 2004, secured
by Koch Park, Los Vaqueros Park.

pacific clippings
pmb 117889
santa ana, calif. 92711

The Register JuN 1 3 2006
Daily

23 STANTON
Literacy night: The city in .
‘partnership with READ/OC
will hold “Family Literacy .
. Night,” from 6 to 8 p.m. ‘
. Wednesday at the Commu- .
nity Services Center, 11822 -
Santa Paula St. The free
" session will allow tutors to.
work with parents and their
children to promote literacy.
For more information, call
714~
379-0129.

[ Mavejas - -
%‘!4'333%764 ] ¢navelas@ocregister.com
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en the Placentia
Round Table
%/ Women's Club

' Heldits final
meeting for the year before
going dark for the summer,
several ecommunity service
recognitions took place. -

" Chief of Police John'

——

tion for the club’s support of
the department’s effortg-to
reduce crime in the city. He
stated that crime statistics
have been greatly reduced,
and the department is focus-
ing on the three known street
gangs that are still active in
the city. “Even one murder a
year,” he said, “is one murder
 too many,” and he will strive
to bring our city’s tolerance -
down to zero. -
In appreciation of the Po-
lice Department’s-work in
_proteeting its citizens, Chief

Schaefer was given a number |

of turtle pillows for his offi-
cers to give to children who
ekperience trauma after hav-
ing been éxposed to unusual
circumstances. The pillows
were madé by the members of
the Crafts and Stitches’ sec-
tion headed by Edna Betker
for the past several months,

" Schaefer expressed apprecia-

Unusual circumstances
trgated by turtle pillows
T ' o

Also ép_e’aking‘ to the group
was Nathan Chappell, exec-
utive director of the Boys and

Girls Club of PlacentiaYorba -

Linda, who thanked the club
for the $1,000 gift recently
given to the club. He said the-
Boys and Girls Club now owns
both the building and the
land, the latter having been
acquired just recently from’

_ the Chapman family, who had

long ago given the building to
them. Since this location is in
the city’s redevelopment

zone, plans ar'e o sell the -
property and build new head-
quarters at Kraemer Park on -
a site on Walnut Street. A ma-
jor capital campaign will soon .

- be underway to raise the

funds needed to add to pro-

" ceeds from the forthcoming

sale of the present clubhouse
property,

Other beneficiaries of
$1,000 each were HIS House
for the improvement of their-
playground, and $1,000 to the
Placentia Library District for -
programs planned for devel-

opment by History Room per-
sonnel. : ’
The meeting conchuded
with the in-
stallationnof -
-new officers
for the year
2006-2007,
with outgoing
president
AT o Penny‘Woj~
ELEANORE cik serving as
RANKIN installing offi--
Nam}:{%?qnsuoop cer Passing
: the gavel on-
to incoming

president, Barbara Hemmer-
ling, Wojcik accepted the
President’s history book, a
hefty volume that documents

.the past 12 months of her

leadership in the club.
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President Hemmerling is - :
supported by a full lineup of (

officers that include Carole

Sypherd, first vice president

_ and dean; Pat Van Houten

and Jan Schwartzkopf, sec-
ond vice presidents — ways
and means; Gerry Sandoval

_ 'and Amanda Rozzana, third

vice presidents - programs;
Vicki Johnson, fourth vice
president ~ membership; and
Jan Steinleitner, fifth vice -

-presidént - sections. Also:

Karen Mangold, recording
secretary; Jan Sutheriand,
corresponding secretary; Ja-
nie Kirwin, financial secre-
tary; Carlene Cable, treasur-
er: Peggy Barnes, rentals
chairman; Ellie Rankin, pub-
lic relations chairman, and
Sheran Closson anid Nancy
‘Lone-Tollefson, amenities
chairmen.

Before closing the meeting,
newly installed president
Hemmerling announced that
scholarships reserved from.
the ciub’s $10,000 budget {
have been'offered to a num-
ber of seniors at our city
schools. They ave: from El
Dorado High School, Tabitha
Dutciuc, Lauren Breeding
and Chelsea Lenard, Melin-

da Bainbridge and Sylvia
Hernandez; from Valencia
High School, Karen Nguyen,
Estephen “Jack” Meza, Jo-
nathan Nance, Gilberto Es-
quivel, Genae Rose Koellen,
Gopi Pandya and Michelle -
Salas; and from El Camino
Real High School, Jared Car-
mona. - .

‘leanore Rankin has the latest

ahout familles, clubs and busi-
"ness. Call her at (714) 624-8387 or
fax information to (714) 624-8660.
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PROGRESS GVERTAKES SANTA ANA'S BOOKMOBILES

PHOTOS LEONARD ORTIZ, THE REGISTER

THE LAST CHAPTER: Library clerk Vivian Truonq helps Car!os Andres Vidarte, 3, in a Santa Ana bookmobile Thuréday

Into the pages of history

Santa Ana’s last bookmobile made its
final stop Thursday evening, ending a
service provided for 45 years.

Nationally, use of the vans - whose
mission was to get books into the hands
of readers of all.ages at schools and the
neighborhoods where they live - has
been falling off for years, a casualty of
funding cuts and new ways that students
encounter reading materials,

In Orange County, only Anaheim and
Jullerton continue to operaté routes.

Santa Ana’s scheduled service has di-
minished in the past year, with only
about 40,000 books checked out; that’s
down from more 53,000 books just a few
years ago, according to Santa Ana li-
brary Director Rob Richard. .

“So far I've read every single -
Harry Potter book - I feel bad
because I'{l never he able to
check out books {from the
bookmebife) any more. "

BRIAN TERRONES, 13,
WHO ATTENDS CARR
INTERMEDIATE IN SANTA ANA

“We just assumed it would be here for-

ever,” said Wilson Elementary School
Principal Robert Anguiano. “The chil-
dren are really going to miss it, and so is
the community” Story on News 4

NO MORE SEQUELS: Brian Terrones, 13, quic
ed at left, visits the bookmobile on its final da
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Demand for:the
service falls as
COSts Increase.

Only two cities in -

Orange County

still have them.

By MARLA JO FRSHER
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

SANTA ANA « The nation’s
bhookmobiles are slowly going
the way of the dinosaurs,
killed off not by fneteors, but
by new technology and SmEm
fuel prices.

1

On Thursday, Sanfa }Psm be-"

came the latest city to say
goodbye to the bookmobile,

eiting high costs and relatively

low patronage.

“Times have n_o»smm& and
people are using libraries dif-
ferently,”. Santa Ana Library

where.” )
Until Thursday, Santa Ana
was one of only thiee Orange

County cities with regular .

bookmobile routes. Fullerton -
has curtailed its schedules,’ al-
though Anaheim . has ~ex-

‘Director Rob Richard said.-
“The funding needs to go else- .

_panded it routes and rolled
_out more vehicles.

Across the nation, the hum-
ber of bookmobiles in service
declined from 997 to 864 be-
tween '1994 and. 2003, even
though the number of libraries

. grew, according to ‘fedéral

data. More libraries have fol-

“Jowed suit sirice then, includ-

ing Los Angeles Public Li-
brary, which shut down its
four routes in 2004. Milwau-
kee ended its'service in 2005.

With more patrons - using
electronic data services and
checking out fewer books, Ri-
chard - sald the lbrary is

changing its focus. .

- STARTED IN 1905

- The first bookmobile in the
U.S. started in Maryland in
1905 in’ a horse-dravwn buggy
that was sometimes mistaken
for a laundry wagon or under-
taker's  hearse. Service ex-
panded greatly during the
1930s, when the federal gov-
ernment created New Deal
jobs by hiring unemployed

- people to deliver books to ru-

ral areas by boat, road mum
even horseback. -

Over the next 50 years,

bookmobiles remained ¥ life-
line to library service for mil-

lions of rural residents, but, as

technology advanced and
costs increased, they gradu-

" ally began to fade, particularly

in urban areas.

Santa Ana's bookmobile
service began in 1961 In re-
cent years, it decreased from
two vehicles to one. The num-
ber of books lent decreased
from 52,800 in the fiscal year
2001-2002. to fewer than

40,000 this year, Richard said,-

2 handful of the 15 million

items the w%mwmup handles each -

yearn

“At some mdovm they would .

be there two hours and only
check out 30 books,” Richard
said. “In some cases it-would
have been cheaper for us to
give the books away.”

‘Richard said the $187,000 it
costs to operate the bpok-
mobile would be spent mext
vear on after-school tutoring
and to hire a part-time guard
at the main library.

School Principal Robert .\wﬁ-
guiano of Wilson Elementary
School said his teachers en-
.Ho.%m& taking their students to

> visit the bookmobile when it
came every -other week, for
two hours each visit.

“We just assumed it Wwould
be here forever” said An-
guiano. “The children are
really going to miss it, and so
is the community.

Anguiano said the city had
previously discontinued book-
mobile services to his school,
but  neighborhood
brought it-back. The book-
mobile visited at 1:30 p.m., so

outery

teachers could “take their
elasses aboard, and parents

‘could” visit after school was

over. Althiough Wilson has 4 li-
brary, the boolmobile was
useful for mﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁgm it, he
said.-

“The children look forward

to it, and it encourages read-

ing,” Anguiano said.

Santa Ana has the largest.

population of cities in Orange
County - about 350,000, with

ounly two libraries, the main li-

brary and a branch on Ne-
whope' Street. Richard said
the city has 49,000 square feet
of library space — a fraction of
that offered by other cities.

ADDING ANAHEIM ROUTES.

By comparison, with less
population, Anaheim is open-
ing its sixth branch. library
thisfall. .

Ansheim’s principal book-
mobile librarian, Keely Hall,
said her ecity is bucking the
trend by adding routes. .

-The «city is using federal
block .grant fupds to send
bookmobiles  loaded - with
6,500 books out to crowded,
low-income  neighborhoods
and schools, Hall sajd..

“In the morning, we go to
schools, ‘and the teachers
bring’ their classes out every
15 minutes,” Hall said. “In the
afternoon, we go to individual
neighborhoods. Last year, we
ciredlated 120,000 items.
When we have a neighborhood
that's not doing well, we pro-
mote it, and if it. still doesn’t
take off, we find a different
m.ﬁowna X
Santa Ana supérvising li-
brarian. Angie Nguyen, who

has run Santa Ana’s book-
mobile program, said it has
-downsized In recent years
from two large vehicles to one
small van that makes 12 stops
per week — three stops per
day, for two hours each stop.”
The library has one
full-time employee assigned to
the bockmobile, plus
part-time library nHmem and
drivers.
' “It’s sad it has to go, but
we'll still maintain it for spe-
cial events, to promocte read-
- ing, though won’t have a regu-
lar route,” Nguyen said. |
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LDADED DOWN: Myllnh Nquyen. 6, hef brother Lam Nguyen, 8 and mother Le Ho carry books from the Santa Ana bookmobite.

Furst u. s bookmoblle

. In 1905 in Washington County, Md., librarian Mary Tltcomh wroté about -
the horse-drawn bookwagon service she created: “When directions. were
given as to painting, we had the fear of looking too much like the laun-
dry wagon... and the man was strictly enjoined, not to put any gilt or
scroll work on it but to make even the fettering, 'Washington County
Free Library, plain and digniﬁed directions carried out only too well, fof
in the early days of our wagoning, as our man approached one farm.
house, he heard a voice charged with nervous trepidation, call out "Yer

" needn't stop here. We ain't-got no use for the dead wagon here.' Suffice
it to say, that'we promptly painted the wheels red, and picked off the
panels of the doors with the same ‘cheerful color.”

Packhorse librarians .

in-1934, Leslie County, Ky, established a Packhorse Library, by which up
to six carriers would travel by foot, mule, rowboat or horseback to iso-
lated cabins and schools, toting books in suitcases or saddlebags. Fed-
eral funding paid for 500 books and four young worhen paid for a ser-
vice to mountain people. “Rain or shine, the four packhorse librarians
trail many miles through the stony, tree-lined creek beds to supply 57,
isolated communities with practically the first library books they have
ever had,” according to a Works Progress Administration release.

8900

‘Boatmobile in Alaska

Two boatmobiles visit children along the Kuskokwim River in the sum-
mer, when their families are working in salmon fishing camps. The Kusko

The number of libraries in
the U,S. is growing, but -
bookmobiles are declining.

9250 ¢ .

. Public
92007 libraries in
o0 | u.s.

9,100
9,050
9000}
8950}

‘94 98 99 00 ‘01- 02 03

Book Express floating library travels up and down the river with books
: packed into plastic tubs, sorted by grade Ievel

i

. Bookmobiles
in service .

9% %8 95 00 0 T 03

Source: LS. Natlanaf Center for
Education Statistics _

The Register -
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 William Galvez’
classical style has-
its appeal.

By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES

2r

William Galvez grew up in a

* family of artists.

When, he was eight, he
cleaned his brother’s watercol-

or brushes and worked in his.

sisters’ art studic. Two of his
sisters were oil pairters, and

one was a sculptor. His father’
_ restored statues and frescoes.

So it was natural that Gal-
vez, who is in his late 50s, took
up his own paintbrush at 10.

. His work is displayed at the
Placentia Library this.month.

While most artists worry.

about starving, Galvez, a 30-
yvear Placentia resident, has
found a way to make a living off’

.of his paintings.

Galvez paints traditional
still lifes. He paintsin the Flem-
ish style, which involves layer-
ing glaze on a painting to give it
a trompe loiel effect.

. It’'s the type of mmnowmﬁdm .
“art that is often hung in homes

and restaurants to imitate a
classical style, instead of using
a print of a Rembrandt paint-
ing.

-The paintings displayed at

the Placentia Library includea
still life of apples ona counter, a

He also started ﬁowmmbm,. asa
health-care consultant in Cy-

8 - press.

COURTESY QF WILLIAM GALVEZ

STILL AND REAL: .m*..___ Life with <m=o£ Rose' c< ?.xm:._ Galvez exemplifies Em_ml_mﬁ.m style.

-and palm trees.

The paintings sell for $950
to $9,000. His work has pow
been shiown at 76 galleries.’

Galvez’s art is also displayed
at the South Coast Plaza art
gallery in Newport Beach and
at the Figuras Galeria de Arte
in Cali, Colombia. .

Because his style of involves
so many layers of paint and

paintings in %.m works now,
each in a different stage of de-
velopment,

His. influences .are Rem-

brandt, Velasquez and Roberto
Lupetti: :

He has planned an . exhibi-
tion next year at the Colom-
bian consulate in Los Angeles.

. Galvez was trained at the
Conservatorio de Bellas Artes

then ﬁwmn.w@én&m grow up a
professional painter.

"“As]take it, talent is a devo-

tion to what you like. If you
have that passion, to me, that’s
the talent,” he said. “I wouldn’t
know how to live without paint-
Emuu "

gmn he moved to the Upit-
ed States in 1963, he studied
fine arts at Cypress Collepe,

Galvez. wEhm up one of his

- paintings in his office.

"When a doctor at the hospi-
tal saw his work, he told him he
should be an artist and not
working ‘in health care. The

.doctor, who owned the Pome-

roy .f\n Gallery in Cypress, of-
fered to set c.v a show for his

. work.

Word m,coﬁ Galvez’ paint-
ings spread and he begantore-
ceive orders for paintings.

As he continued to exhibit
more of his work, he began to

' think he could paint profes-

sionally.

Galvez has continued since
then to work on and off in
health care. But recently, he

. got so many calls for his paint-
- Ings that he decided to quit his

job and just He a painter, he
said.

As he began spending the

majority of his time painting,

his style also changed.

“I'm looser now. I'm more
assertive,” he said. “I don’t
spend so mauch time preparing
sketches.” :

But his style will never be-
come too loose or too abstract,
he said.

“Twill always be a traditional
artist,” Galvez said. “I want
people to see my painting of an
apple and to think, “that is an



Take a Westside libraries quiz

i
Our local libraries
-have a rich history:

See how much you
know.

Call me old-fashioned. I like
Hbraries. Unlike most of the
younger generation, L prefer to
do my research in a library
with books and magazines, and
Tlove talking to the librarians. I
start with the Internet, but to

see the whole book or to ereep .

around in the stacks, feel the
pages and smell the ink, I head

to the library. It makes such a

differencel- B
. Thus, I was interested in the
history -of the libraries in our
cities here on the Westside.
. Each library has a different
story and a different specialty.
See how well you do on this
Westside Libraries Hlstor
-Quiz,
Answer either:
A. Buena Park
B. Cerritos
C. Cypress
D. La Palma
E. Los Alamitos/Rossmoor
I, Seal Beach/Mary Wilson.
{Thefe may.-be more than
one right answer., Answers at
the end of this eolumn.)

" 1. Opened in September,

1969, this location has a collec-
tion of Japanese baoks.

2. Library service in this city
started i1 December, 1921. It
has a musie collection that it
received from Chapman-Uni-
versity in 1994, The collection
is accessible to patrons.

* 8. This location is not a part
of the Orange County Public
Library system,

4. Early staff members of
this city’s first library recall
cows smudging the library’s
windows with their noses after
the library opened.

‘5, ‘This city’s library houses
a First Ladies Collection. It
consists of a permanent dis-
play of portraits of all the First
Ladies of our nation, a brorze
plague with quotations of alt
living first ladies, biographies,

- and personal items as well,

6. Its first Jocation opened in
January, 1936. The branch was
moved in 1962 to its current
site, where in July of 1985, it
burned down because” some
“wayward fireworks”  had
found their way into the book

drop.

7. Friet ~ EAENUE
-erated. . the
first purpose-
built
“Friends”
bookstore. .
During  the
county bank-
ruptcy in1995,

] this Friends

KATHRYN  group raised
: ATKINS  $46,000 from
Rheata the.communi-

ty to Keep the
library open
* on its regular schedule, -

8. This branch has the dis-
tinetion of having the local
Woman’s Club Library Divi-
sion, instead of a “Friends of

the Library” -group to raise

funds.

9. It was named after a dif-
ferent woman than the woman
of the same name who was one
of the original "Supremes.”

10. This library offers a
large genealogy
which was bequeathed to them
by the Leisure World Branchin
1995 when they left the county
system.

S0 HOW DID YOU DO?

The Orange County Free Li- .

brary (as it was called then and
later changed to Orange Coun-
ty-Public library in 1967) was
establishéd Dec. 9,1919 by thé
Orange County Board of Su-
pervisors. There are 32
branches in the Orange Coun-

. ty Public Library system, while

Buena Park is its own Library

collection -
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Let your fingers do the walk-
ing at these websites: wwiv.oc-
plorg;  wwwbuenapark.lib-
canus;  www.elcerritos.caus,
and then please visit one of
these great Westside libraries.

Experience Cypress' music
collection or look up your an-
cestors in the Los Alamitos/
Rossmoor Branch, Or just en-
joy that good old solid feeling of
holding a book in your hands.
Sources: History of QC Public
Libraty 1921-2001 by Dani Por-

“ter, Santa Ana, CA 2001.

Kathryn Atkins, a Rossmoor
resident, writes about history for
Westside Weekly. Contact her at
westside\vegkly@oéregiétercom

o1 ‘& é 8 s s

‘85‘ G?IE ’?‘fﬁl i C{"

The Cypress
Library (at feft)
and Mary Wilson
$ Seal Beach .
Library {below).

KATHRYN ATKINS
FOR WESTSID
WEEKD



Tracking where rail

ow that the City .-

Council is ready to

L kill OnTrac, it’s
worth taking a
ook back at its history to see
how the city came to find it--
self in such a difficult fiscal
position the last couple of
years. :
As many now know, On-
Trac was a dreamed-up rail-
road project that was sup-
posed to solve Placentia’s rail-
road problems, such as trafﬁc
congestion and, later, the -
. blowing of whlstles
OnTrac is now the subject
of a conflict-of-interest scan-
dal under investigation by the
Orange County District At~
torney, which has resulted -
thus far in.the indietments of
former city officials Chris
Becker and Bob ID’Amato by
the Orange County grand ju-

ry.
1 put together'the following

timeline of OnTrac events,
drawing much of the informa-
tion from The Orange County
Reglster, Placentia News-,
Times and grand jury testi-

" mony. -

1995 - Warren Siecke (traf- .

fic engineer consultant-for
Placentia).presents the idea
of lowering the railroad
tracks in the city to Bob
-D’Amato and Chris Becker.
He recommends they tatk to
Cliff Lampman, who he
worked with in the Alameda

- Corridor Project that involved
a similar railroad situation.

1997 — CHff Lampman pre-

sents his solution to the city

" to lower the railroad tracks
using the same model as the

_Alameda Corridor Project. He
is retained by the city to ‘
study the trench issue and be-
gins assembling a team of

Agends item 4
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plan went wrong

OMAR RUIZ
GUEST COLUMN

consultants. L
December 1999 - Chris

Becker sets up his corpora-
tion, Chris Becker and Associ-
ates (CBA), He does so
months in advance of On'Frac
getting approved, apparently
in antidipation of assuming .
the role of execative director

. of OnTrac. CBA lists its presi-
dent as Chris Becker; vice
president as Chris Becker;
‘treasurer as Chris Becker;

er .

. April2, 2000 - OnTrac is
~approved by City Couneil. On-
Trac is a joint powers author-

ity created to'include the sur-

. rounding cities of Anaheim,
Yorba Linda, and Fullerton

for the stated purpose of low- -

ering the railroad tracks.”
None of the other eities par-
ticipate. Michael Maertz-
weiler is mayor and Chris
Lowe is mayor pro-tem at the

_time; both are part of the On-

Trac hoard.
April 18, 2000 - Becker
- distributes OnTrac agenda

reports and signs them as ex-

ecutive director, one week he-
fore that title is approved for

Aprit 25, 2000 - Becker is
made executive director of «, -

OnTrac but continues as pub- )

lic works director. City Ad-"
ministrator Bob D'Amato
sells the other board mem-
bers on theddea as being a
cost-saving measure, reason-
ing there will be one porson
taking a dual role, calling it a
" “win-win” for everyone, City °
Attorney Carol Tanenbaum
finds out that Becker is exec-
utive director of OnTrac after

and secretary as Chris Beck-

accidentally walking in on the. -
first OnTrac meeting. She is
the first to realize the possible
conflict of interest. Shortly af-

ter, she tells D’Amato that she

plans to send to OnTrac at-

‘torneys George McFarlin and

Jim Anderson a request for
an opinion on the issue.
D'Amato is dismayed and
guestions her actions. _
June 8, 2000 - Tanenbaum
faxes McFarlin and Anderson
a request for an opinion on
the apparent conflict of in-
terest, following up on her -
warning. She receives no re-
sponse and resigns a few
weeks later, McFarlin said his
firm néver considered the -
matter; Anderson told the
grand jury that he “more than
likely” told Becker there was
no conflict. - - (
February 2001 - James : .
Pieusch, the OnTrdc finance
advisor, suggests that Placen-
tia Finance Director Steve
Brisco create a separate
checking aceount for OnTrac
to better control its spendlng,
this is a similar model used in
the Alameda Corridor Pro-
ject. Brisco rejects the idea.

April 1, 2001 - Placentia
residents get a rude awak-
ening when BNSF trains start
blowing the whistles.
2001 - Because of a soft-
ware issue, Brisco is no long- .
er providing monthly finance
reports, hindering the city
treasurer's oversight func-
tion.
~October 18, 2001 - Cliff
Lampman, head consultant
for OnTrac dies, Gil Hicks, -
former director of the Alame-
da project, fills in his role,
November 2002 - Placen-
tia Councilman Norman Eck- {
enrode suggests the couneil k



explore outsourcing the police
department due to.lack of
funds, Placentia citizens vehe-
mently oppose this and begin
to look into funding issues in -
Placentia,
January, 2003 - Scott Bra-
dy is Mayor of Placentia and
. is automatieally part of the
OnTrae board. He learns
from D’Amato that Becker's
_compensation includes 1,5
percent of estimated con-
struction costs of $300 million
{which worked out to advance
.pay of $200 an hour), plus 15
percent of fees from addition-
al consultants (never billed), -
giving Becker a better i income .
than the U.S, Secretary of
Transportatlon
May, 2008 - Busmessman
Carlos Perez begrudgmgly
Joses his property at 306 8.
"Melrose when he is evicted
through emirent domain for
construction of the Melrose -
underpass, :
March 2006 - Becker and
D’Amato are iridicted on two
- felony conflict of interest
counts. Chris Becker is
¢harged for his effort as a city
employee to get himslf hired
as executive director of On-
‘Trac, Bob D’Amato is accused

of helping Becker get that po--

sition and covering up the
conflict of interest.

© May 31, 2006 - Becker ]
and D'Amato’s arraignments
are postponed until July 11,

" 20086. Placentia City Adminis- .

trator Bob Dominguez calls -

on council to dissolve OnTrac.

Omatl Ruiz is a marketing con-
sultant and graphie artist who

lived in Placentia for 31 years. .

ports that the city will run out

“of money by December 2004
if current spending habits
continue. Brisco will later ad-
mit to him that money was
‘improperly transferred from

‘the city’s general fund to On-

- Trac, the probable reason
why $987,000 in park funds .
were spent on OnTrace, along

- with many more millions from

.the general fund. .

July 2004 - The Orange
County District Attorney be--
gins an investigation into pos-’
sible conflict of interest in-

" volving Becker and the city of
Placentia.

January 3, 2006 - Steve
Brisco resigns as Placentia fi-
nance director. Despite re-
peated guestions about his -
handling of city finances, he

- attributes his resignation to
unfair pressure from ecitizens.

Februaiy 2006 - The Pla-
centia Gity Council, members
of city staff and others are
subpoenaed to testify in front
of the grand jury in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s investigation.

pacific clippings
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o Cheap insurance

3 Assembywoman Lymn

Daucher’'s staff will hand out

: information on purchasmg
- low-cost auto insurance
* through the Califorhia Depart-

i ment of Insurance for resi-

dents with cars valued at less

than $20,000, from 8:30 to 4:30
pm on June 12 at the Placentia
Public Library, 411 E. Chapman
Ave.and from 10 to 11 a.m. June
14 at the Placentia Senior Cen-
ter, 143 8. Bradford Ave.
Information: 714-672-4734
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March 5, 2003 — Becker
resigns as public works direc-
tor to continue as executive
director of OnTrac, after
much public olitery. A new

‘position is created inside the -

city administration to help
with OnTrac, Kristin Kassouf
is awarded the new position
of management analyst to as-

" gist Becker and OnTrac in-

stead of having Chris Becker
and Associates hire its own

" help.

December 2003 D’Amato
retires.

March 2004 - Placentia
Councilman Chris Lowe pro-
poses studies to outsource
publie works services.

June 1, 2004 - Interim

City Administrator Ray

Griest submits his financial

" audit to the council and re-

pacific clippings
pmhb 117889
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!. Auto insurance: Members of

* Assemblywoman Lynn

y Daucher’s staff will- discuss
low-cost auto insurance
available through the Cali-
fornia Department of Insut-
ance for cars valued at less

. than $20,000. The meeting

-~ will be at the Placentia Pub-
lic Library, 411'E. Chapman -
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. June
12, as well as at the Placen-
tia Sénior Center, 1143 S,

- Bradford Ave. from 10 to 11
a.m. June 14. Information:
714-672-4734.

Cindy Arora

" carora@ocreqister.com

——

T14-704-3106



Stars shine brig

at women's group

ki he Stars Among Us
theme of the Busi-
Tess Associates
Awards Night spori-
sored by the Placentia Stars -
chapter of the American Busi-
ness Women's Association
made everyons feel like a star.

The feeling started from
the moment one walked into
the banquet room of the Fox-
fire Restaurant, where this
popular annual event took *
place. ,

The room
was dazzling-

in black and
! white and

- made an ap-
propriate
backdrop to-

"ELEANORE

RANKIN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS

ees whose
pictures were
presented in
the program,
on large post-
ers and on the hig screen.

All six honorees hold posi-
tions in businesses located in
Orange County, with Mary -
Strazdas of the Placentia Li-.
brary the only honoree from
Placentla

Mary worked part-time in
the reference department of -
the Placentia Library, until
she finished her degree in
2004, at which time she was

-promoted to librarian of that
department.

Besides assisting patrons
with finding reference materi-
al, she arranges staff sched-
ulés for the adult and chil-

dren’s desks, coordmates

sists in the selection of mate-

rials for the library collection. .

ly decorated .

the six honor-:

adult programming and as- .

Likbrary Director Elizabeth
Minter accompanied Mary to
the podium when her name
was called and proudly in-
troduced her to the, audience,
attesting to her ability to pro-
vide exceptional eustomer .
service to library patrons.-
Event co-chairman Bryna |
Dambrowski presented her
with a star memento award.

- Also witnessing the pro-

ceedings and formal present- -

‘ation were library trustees
Jean Turner and Gaefen -
Waood, staff members Wendy
Goodson, Alex Hernandez
and Estella Wnek, and my-
self, as lerary Friends’ board
member:

The next time you're in the
library, do walk over to the
reference desk and congrat-
ulate Mary on attaining this
distinetion. i

Speaker/author Mimi Do-
naldson — a dynamie and
funny speaker — gave a fast-
paced, laugh-a-minute pre-
sentation based on her new -

book; “Bless Your Stress; It
Means Youw're Still Alive.”

She clicked off ways to rec-
ognize stress triggers and
how to avoid them before
they take over.

Started in 1982, the Placen-
tia Stars chapter today has 40
dedicated members,

Its mission is to bring to- .
gether businesswomen of di- |
verse occupations and pro-
vide opportunities for them to
help themselves and others to
grow personally and profes-
sionally through leadership,
education, networking sup-
port and national recognition.

Men have been admitted to

‘membership since 1987, and 1
‘tracked down the chapter's

htly

Agenda item 4
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only male member, Carl Jef
ers, who serves.as treasures
he kept a watchful eye on th
funds gathered by ticket sell
ers.

He was brought into the
chapter by his wife, Sandee,
who was already a member,
and currently serves as the
chapter’s vice president.

COURTESY OF ELEANORE RANP

WINNER. Placentia Library Dlrector Elizabeth M!nter, Ieft congratulates Mary Strazdas, as she
receives a Shining Star award from the PIacentia Stars chapter of the American Business Wom-

en's Assoclation,
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Here is a summary of the Regis--
ter's recommendations on the two
statewide initiatives and two local -
measures on today's ballot. We apply
our values of limited government,
fiscal responsibility, respect for the .
individual and free markets to the
propositions,

More detailed analysis of
these propositions is on our
Web site:

*Proposition 81, Statewide,
It would float library

- more money while it’s run-
ning an annual structural
deficit of up to $5 billion a year. Pro-

_-ponents insist that Prop. 81 is need-

ed to promote literacy. But funding
is best-addressed at the local level
Voteno. .

«Proposition 82, Statewlde

It’s a badly designed preschool
program from actor/director Rob -
Reiner. Taxes would be raised $2.4
billion a year to transform Califor-

. nia’s existing, mostly private system, -

which already covers about 66 per-
cent of preschool-age students, into
a bureaucratic, mostly state-run sys-
tem that would cover 70 percent of

* ing'to a Februa
son Foundation. Vote no. -

ELECTION

bonds costing the general ty to “another private par-
. fund $1.2 billion over 80 . 2006: - ty” Eminent domain could
years, or $40 million a year. State and  sijll be used for public pur-
The state shouldn’t borrow - lozal * poses, such as to build a
gieasures

Our ballot

preschool-age students, The in-

- crease of just 4 percentage points,
or 22,000 children, would cost
$109,000 for each child added to
preschool enrollment rolls, accord-

f‘sf study by the Rea-

sMeasure A. Countywide.
It would prohibit the

. eminent domain to “acquire.
a property from a private
owner, without that owner’s

road or a police station. Vote
yes.

-Measure B. Yorba Linda.

It would put major projects up.for

general vote, thus giving voters con- °

trol over the development of other .
people’s property, which we believe
i a violation of the Fourth Amend-
ment right not to be “deprived of

- life, liberty, or property, without due

process of law.” Vote no.

" MORE 0NL|NE :
We’ll be blogging from select party
. gatherings on Tuesday evening.
- Watch the OrangePunch bleg at
www.ocregister.com/opinion

‘county of Orange from using

. consent” to give the proper- -

Agenda item 44
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Hiffs falk: The Chino Hills
State Park is part of 81 .

- miles of open space stretch-

ing from the Cleveland Na-

. tional Forest to the 605 -

Freeway in Whittier. Claire
Schiotterbeck, executive di-
rector of Hills for Everyone,
wilt speak at 7 pan. June 19

at the Placentia Library, 411
E. Chapman Avenue, about
proposals for the land. In-
formation: 714-528-1906, ext.
209 .

_Sushma Subramanian '
T4 -704-3796 of ssubramanian@ocregls-

— fercom
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{ Auto insurance: Assembly--
wornan Lynn Daucher’s
. staff will provide informa-

tion on low-cost auto insur-

[ ance available through the
state for residents with
cars valued at less than
$20,000, from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. June 12 at the Placen-
tia Public Library, 411 E.
-Chapman Ave. and from 10
to 11 am: June 14 at the
Placentia Senior Center, 143
S. Bradford Ave. Informa-
tion: 714-672-4734.

Sushma Subramanian
114-704-3196 ssubramanfan@ocredister.com
A .
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Yes, you

r vote

still counts

§ lection Central is not amused. Lately,
we've been hearing a lot of fuss and
“What, we have to vote
f again?” “My vote doesn’t count, why

should 17" ..

j whining,

. blah blah blah. So, you're feeling a little
blasé about the primary; EC gets it. Maybe you doubt
the need for democracy at all. Don’t give up! Getting

involved - yes, after years of therapy EC can use
that word without breaking out in hives - is one
of the best ways to re-énergize your love of the

political process. What? Boo-hoo, you don’t know

where to go or what to do? Check out an opportunity
below — does EC have to do everythzng for you? - to
pitch in, and then get some rest; next week, we votel

STATEWIDE

PROR 81

This initiative would authorize the state to bor-
rovi up to $600 miflion for renovatmg and
building public libraries. Bond debt is repaid
from the state’s general fund - the pot of

money, funded by income and sales taxes, that

pays for schools, health care and other ser-
vices, .

Backers: Yes for Libraries,
www.yesforfibraries.com

Detractors: California Taxpayer Protection
Committee, www.protecttaxpayers.com

$ at stake: The
state would spend
an estimated

$1.2 billion out of
general taxpayer
funds over 30 years
to repay the $600
miffion principal and
the $570 million in-
terest on the bonds.
Local governments
would spend an est{mated $320 mittlon for
matching contributions to library projects.

Yes vote means the staté could borrow the
money for library projects, but the state would
have more debt to repay, meaning that money
would not be available for other services.

No vote means the state couldn't borrow the
money for libraries, Library projects either
would not get done, or would have to be paid
for out of existing funds, or would have to rely
on another funding source not yet known, but
the state's debt would not grow.

STATEWIDE

PROP. 82

This initiative would establish voluntary half-day
preschool education for all 4-year-oids, and
would pay for it with a 1.7 percent income tax
on individual Californians who earn more than
400,000 a year, or couples who earn more
than $800,000 per year.

Backers: Yes on 82, www.YesOn82. com
Detractors: Stop the Relner Initiative - No on
82, www.NoProp82.org

$ at stake: High-income taxpayers would pay
an additional §2.1 billion per year in taxes to
fund the prescheot program.

Yes vote means high-income earners wil pay
higher taxes and more children will have the
opportunity to attend preschool.

No vote means high-income earners’ faxes .will
remaitn the same, and preschool opportunities (.
will not be expanded statewide. -



COUNTY
Measure A

This ordinance would
prohibit the county

" from using eminent
domain to seize pri-
vate property with-
out the owner's con-
sent just so they can
turn the property
over to another pri-
vate party.

Backers: (range
County Supervisors
Chris Horby, Bill
Campbell, Lou Correa,
Tom Wilson and Jim

. Silva

Detractors: No one.
~In a May 15 Register
editorial, the mea-
sure was hailed as
“remarkably simpte
for a government
statute.”

$§ at stake: No fi-.
nancial impact
Yes vofe means if
the county wants fo
. take a private prop-
erty through eminent
domain, it cannot be
taken to build a mall,
No vote means
things stay status
quo.
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YORBA LINDA
Measure B

The initiative would amend the
“Yorba Linda general plan and-
zoning code to require voter
approval for any-significant de-
velopments that increase hous-
ing densities. .
Backers: The measure is spon-
sored by the Yorba Linda Resl-
dents for Responsible Redevel
opment. Those in favor of the
measure safd it will protect
property rights, give voters a
say in major changes in resi-
dential densities and create ac-
countability,

Detractors: A “No.on B” com-
mittee, sponsered by the

Orange County Housing Provid-

“ers, says it represents business
owners, residents, developers
and retired city officials who
argue that if Measure B passes,
the cost of living would in- |
crease for residents because

they will have to pay extra tax -

dolfars for elections.

§ at stake; Opponents have
raised at least $113,500. Sup-
porters have raised about
$7,800 In cash and $2,400 in
inkind contributions.

Yes vole gives residents the fi-
nal say over major land-use de-
cisions through special elec-
tions. - :

No vote: Keeps decision mak-
ing with elected officials,
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GET INVOLVED

As Election Day nears, the Orange County Asian Pa-
‘cific isfander Community Affiance is seeking votun-
teers to act as polf monitors.

Monitors will observe polling places throughout the
county to ensure voting goes smoothly, especially
in communities where voters may choose to cast
their ballot in a language other than English,
Anyone interested in becoming a moniter must at-
tend a training sesson In Garden Grove on Thurs:
day, or Saturday , and be prepared fo volunteer
from 7 to 10 a.m. on Election Day, June 6.

Bilingual ability in Vielnamese, Korean, Chinese and

" Spanish is a plus. There is.a $30 stipend.

Information; Jennifer Kuo, 714-636-9095

- QUESTION
Q: Which candidate for the 4th District Board of
Supervisor seat chose urban theorist Jane
Jacobs as a role model in the Register's Voter
Guide? :
A: Read the Register's onfine Voter Guide at
www.ocregister.com/voterguide to find out, and
to fearn about all the candidates in contested races

. on Orange County ballots.

Ansv;'ér to our last trivia question: President Rea-

* gan is cited most often - after mom or dad - as a

role model.

Need Voter Guide trivla help? Contact our state
editor and quizmistress, Holly Heyser
hheyser@ocregister.com or 916-449-6044,

Pags 13 of 55
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Placentia’s on- agam off-agam rail project, OnTrac could receive a funding boost
thh $15 mllllon in state grants now avallable But the City’s lmgeﬂng debts persist.

‘By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

PLACENTIA »An infusion of
state funds - four years later
than expected - has the city
poised to pay off money it
borrowed for its mounting
rail project debts. .

- The city had dreams of
sinking its train tracks into a
french to increase safety,-
lessen pollution and ease
traffie backups. '

The project, called OnTr ac,
foreed the city to borrow mil-
lions of dollars and dig deep

Breakdown of projected

" . ftotal spending
Tola
Enqineering‘and
adminiskration

Melrose Streat .
underpass & 4.8 mifilon

construction ‘
Ervironmental study & $4.7 miflion
Source: City of Placentia ~ The Register

‘Breakdown of projected spending
by funding source

Tétal
G[ants

Certificates of
participation

City funds 5% i ﬁsu.z miition

BNSE Railway Co.
contribution & $2 Millton -

Source; Cily of Placentta

The Register

TotaI grant funding approved
Total ibit.
Federal money

State money 0 =
start the project -

U'Lf:;’;f?nzt:é; ",;@ $11.1 million

State regional z¢
transporiation
funds

Source: City of Placentia

£$16.2 milfion '

‘g;$4 miilion
The Reglster

into its coffers, which in turn
geherated mistrust and erit-
icism among residents.

. Eventually, out of money,

the project essentially stalled.

Now, $15.1 miilion in state
grants, promised years ear-
ler, is in hand - just in time
‘to.pay off some debts that
linger and fund other ele-
ments that remain active.

Another debt - some
$16 million in city loans to the
OnTrac agency — may be
written off, an acknowledge-
tnent that the money may
never be repaid.

! Digging a trench

i nge problem: Daily traffic

| jams at 11 city rail crossings
¢ created traffic and safety has-
£ sles and split the city. In com-

§ .ing years, train traffic was oniy
; —expectéd to-increase.
}

I

i

i

!

!

i

l

The proposal: The City Counr:i!
in 1998 decided to move.most -

of Placentia's rait fines under- .
ground instead of bulldozing.
houses and btlsinesses for -
. overpasses and underpasses.
Offictals figured a five-mile
trench would sink the trains

;. and be built faster. This plan
included underpasses at Mel-
rose Street and Placentia Ave-
niue as its first projects.

TS milich

1 i bbb S S TR A HATS T AV AT WV WY VAW MO Y SO S A o U A S S e vt ot Saaens Sorbie

Full speed ahead

Money promised: in June -

‘2001, the.state allocated
- §28 miftion for the project -

eventuatly estimated at
$543 million.
Money spent: Officials pur-

" sued the Melrose Street and

Placentia Avenue underpasses
based on the pledge, even
when costs exceeded initial es-
fimates. First, the city secured
land for the then-$16.4 miflion

- Melrose underpass. Then, in

September 2002, with Melrose

construction a month away, the

city initiated eminent domain

proceedings to acquire land
needed for an underpass at {

_P[acentia Avenus.

Financial crisis
Money withheld: Facing its
own fiscal crisis, the state re-
neged on.paying $11.8 million

- of the $28 million-promised ;

leaving the city unable to meet’
obligations. The first $16.2 mil-.
liony of the grant had paid for -
viork on the still unfinished -
Helrose underpass, for which
costs had risen. Part of the
reason: higher-than-expected.
right of way land costs.
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Rail projects

Placentia corﬁpleted one underpass before its effort to eliminate rail crossings stalled.
Since.then, the city has closed Bradford Avenue to through traffic. Officials hope to

complete one more underpass with a new infusion of federal money.

s s

~.« Railroad tracks @ Rail crossing

Scramhbfing for cash: To save .
~ the project, the city delved - '
deep into its own-coffers and
began to cut back on costs..
OnTrac consultants agreed in
March 2003 to defer their pay
until the city received more
grant funding. = .

Jhe city grabbed payments for -

‘land sales and settlements and
had $3.3 million from another
state grant shifted: from the
Placentia Avenue underpass to -
help pay for Melrose construc-
tion and a street closure at
Bradford Avenue,

In February 2005, the city in-
creased efforts to Curb spend-
ing, ordering new bids for
management. '

- Borrowing money: With no
money available to pay
$5.7 million owed for an Office
Depot building bought for the
Placentia underpass, the city
issued bonds secured by park
mortgages. An audit safd the
city had hit its debt ceiling.

ok
The Register

"At fast, more money

Federat grant: When a federal
transportation bill in August
gave Placentia $31 million for,
the effort, far less than ex-
pected, officlals moved toward
building overpasses and under-
passes rather than a trench.

_The city fired its federal Jobby-
ist and hired new consultants.

Money unfrozen: The city. got

- the rest-of its state-funding

last month. The funding, total-
ing $15. miflion, includes

§$11.8 million in frozen OnTrac
funding and $3.3 million for .
other city projects. It will be
used to pay off debts incurred
in the hullding of the Mefrose
Street underpass and the pur-

-chase of the Office Depot prop-

erty. The city also expects to
pay for a pedestrian bridge at
Bradford Avenue.
Finances:'In the city's pro-
posed budget for the 2006-07
fiscal year, staff has asked for
two staff positions that were

cut during the city's financial =

shortfalls and more money for
other programs that were cut,
incfuding a program fo clean

up graffiti. The proposed bud-

-get, at $27.7 million, calls for a

5 percent increase in expendi-
tures over the last fiscal year,
After paying off $6.9 million in
Office Depot debt and financ-

ing costs, the city's bond debt -

will come down to $13 million.
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HOUSING PROJELT:

YGNACIG NANETTI, THE REGISTER

Placentla will change 1;3 downtown after its mlstakes on rail project, mayor says.

By SUSHMA SUBRAMAN!AN
" THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

PLACENTIA
owntown redevel-
opment is the way
8 the city can bounce
¥ back from its rail
B project mistakes,
Mavor Scott ‘Brady said Tues-
day in the annual State of the
City address. '
The city’s multimillion-dollar
OnTrac project to sink train
tracks into a trench is dead.

But a reinvented downtown,

centered around the tracks, is
moving forward.

Brady called for the city to
build an interim train station
within two yéars to prepare for
a proposed Metrolink station.

Developer TOD Properties

LLC has already acquired some
$43 million in real estate with

another $20 million in escrow -,

covering more than 18 acres of

property, Brady sald

In about a.month, the mty
plans to vote on a specific plan
for the redevelopment project.

Tn two months, the first inde-

pendent investment in down-
town, the Santa Fe Courtyard
condominiums, will go on the
market. )

“Redevelopment is no longer
a possibility; or a potential or a
subcommittee. It is inevitable,”

_ he told a crowd of about 300

people.

Brady also called for new
community, centers, careful
city spending and lobbying for
state funding for overpasses
and underpass at raul intersec-
tions.

But it might be years before
Placentia can afford to build
underpasses and overpasses at
each of its rail crossings.

Problems with OnTrac

.caused the city to cut services,

and mortgage parks, and led to
the’ March indictment of two

; J

CITY'PROJECTS
Bradford pedestrian bridge:
Construction on the $3.2 mil-
fion-project begins this sum--
mer.

Park plan: Residents will
vote in November on park
{mprovement.

Boy & Girls Clubs site: The
clubs are in negotiations with
TOD Properties LLC to sell
their clubhouse. They wiil
then begin efforts to build a2
new center in Kraemer Park.

rparrre

former local officials.

“If the City Council knew
then what it- knows now, differ-
ent decisions would have been
made,” Brady said.

In weighing the costs and

benefits of OnTrac, he touted

$70 million received through
lobbying efforts, while lament-
ing that the project -had “tar-

"Trac management.

nished the reputation of certain
individuals” and “shaken. the
conﬁdence of many of our citi-
zens.”

‘Council members were mis-
informed about OnTrac and
did little to uncover the truth,
Brady said, pointing to the
council's complacency as the
reason for OnTrac mismanage-
ment and the deterioration of
the city’s downfown even as
Brea and Fullerton turned
their aging centers around,

“T think it’s a very bold move
to admit that mistakes were
made after being given errone-
ous information,” said Greg So-
wards, a founder of Citizens for
a Better Placentia, a residents
group that has criticized On-
“This is
something that we've been ask-
ing for, for three years.”

CONTACT THE WRITER:
(714) 704-3796 or
ssubramanian@ocreglster.com



CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS

Prop.81: A New Chapter
for the State S lerarles‘?

The $600-million bond
would allow tipgrades
but hardly close the
“bookon financial need.

ByNOAMN LEVEY .
Times Staff Writer P ‘;)’b}’

When then—state Sen. Dede’
Alpert trled to place a state Jli-
brary. hond on the pallot two
years ago, she was forced fo
make a bargain: The governor

< would support‘the bond if she

agreed to'wait until 2006 for it to-
go hefore voters. |

Alpert, & San Diego Demo-
crat who was about to be termed
out of office in 2004, agreed. So
she has waited. And so have the
libraries.

On June 6, Cahfornia voters
will finally decide whether to in-
vest $600 million to modernize

. aging public libraries around the
‘state.

‘Proposition .81 — the only
bond measure on the ballot next
month .— has won the broad
backing of teachers, businesses,
organized labor and the state's
major newspapers. (Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who signed Al-
pert's bill-to put the bond on the
ballot, has not endorsed the
proposition, for reasons his cam-
paign ofitce would not explain.)-

With little organized opposi-
tion, its champions are cau-.
tiously optimistic that they can
wih the simplé majority needed
on election day. .

‘Still, Proposition 8L wont
come close o mee_tlng the mas-
stve needs of library systems
statewide, which a 2003 survey
by the California State Library
put -at $4.4 billion. As muich as
anything, the little-Known mea-

sure illustrates -the ongoing

struggles of Gatifornta’s public li-
braries: always corpeting for at-

tention in a state whose schools, -
highways and other civic institu- )
tlons are also scrambling to’
make up for years of underin-

vestment.

For years, that has meant
waits like Alpert’s. It also means
that although other ballot mea-

[See Libraries, Page BY]
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Prop. 381 Would

Help Upgrade

State s Libraries

[Lzbraries Jrom Page Bi ]
sures can draw millions of dollars
from supporters, a library bond
campalgn can plan to attract
only about $500,000, campaign
manager Les Spahnn said.
Though Proposition 81 is ‘the
third state library bond since
1988 — the others, which were
smaller, passed — it is dwarfed
by the more than $80 billion in
outstanding debt that the state

"has accumulatéd in recent years

to pay for upgrades to schools,
universities, -prisons, water
projects and-other public works,
according to a recent report by

the state Leg'lslatwe Analyst's
.Office. :

It is also a fraction of the
$37.3-billion package  of infra-
structure bonds that state lead-
ers have agreed to put on the
November hallot,

" "We wish we could do more,”

‘said Naney Mahr, a spokes-
woman for the Los Angeles
County public library system,
the state’s largest, which re-,

cently caleulated it would cost
nearly $850 million to modernize
its 84 branches, many of which
were built in the 1960s or earlier.

“We don't have the money,”
Mahr sald. “That’s just the un-
fortunate truth.”

Los Angeles County, which
operates lbraries in numerous
citles as well as in unincorpo-
rated areas, might get enough
money from the bond to reno-
vate just a handful of branches.

‘Locallfbrary systems would have.
-to eommit local dollars to get any

state money through the bond,
“With fthe .dearth of state

money, some cities, such as Los

Angeles and San Jose, have gone

“directly to their voters to raise

money to modernize their lbrar-
ies, often with stunning results.

In Los Angeles, which Is just

commpleting a $317-milion mod-
ernization program to bufld and,
renovate 63 branches, library us-
age has jumped 70% in the last
decade, according to library sta-
tisties,
. And across the city, distine-
tive new branches have rapidly
become community icons, as
well as study centers, book re-
positories and  neighborhood
gathering places

But library systems like Los
Angeles County’s that have

failed to raise substantial local
funds — Instead turning to the
state and in some cases private
sources — have had to settle for
" less. ! .-

. That’s not surprising, said Al-
pert, a former local school board
member who served in the Legis—
lature for i4 years beginning in
1890. -

“Our school facﬂitles were In
such dire straits, and we were so°
far behind, that they needed to
take précedence,” she said re.’
cently, remembering years 6f un-
successful efforts to convince
legislative leaders. to bhoost-
spending for libraries as well.

“They would sort of pat you
on the head and tell youit was a
priority, but it just didnw’t make
‘the cut,” recalled Alpert, who fi-
nally settled on the $600-mittior!”
figure after negotiating with the
governor and other legislative
leaders in 2004,

Nowhere are the results of the
disparities more striking than in
the corner of South Los Angeles
where the Harbor and Century

‘freeways meet,

. On one neighborhood corner
stands the Mark Twain branch
library, a strikingly modern, pur-

" ple-and-gold monument to. the

city of Los Angeles’ decision to

.reinvest in its libraries.

The city spent $3.2 million to
build the nearly 10,000-square-
foot branch, which opened in
2002 and is now a bustling com-
munity center where children
flock to do thelr homework, read
magazines and play on comput-
ers.

Sixteen blocks away, the
Wooderest branch of tha L.A.
County system bears the forlorn



signs of a municipal building
nearlng its 40th birthday. )
A drab beige brick box with a
handful of computers, worn fur-
niture and torn carpeting, Wood-
‘crest is on the-list of county

branches most in need of an up- .

grade, according to a 2001 county
study.

. But with t\vo dozen other
county branches In even more
dire need, no upgrade is planned.

Today, there are some who '

still believe that the state should

Teave library investment to local

. communities.

“They are local institutions

and they ought to be locally

funded,” sald Jon Coupal, presi-

dent of the Howard Jarvis Tax-

payérs Assn., which is opposing
. Proposition 1. .

The association frequently
opposes bond measures, which it
complains saddle taxpayers with
unnecessary debt, Because of

the cost of servicing the debt, -

Proposition 81 would end up
costing the state. more than
$1.2billlon over the next 30
years,

_ But there is growing consen-
sus that the state must makeup
for years of underinvestment in
all its publie institutions, includ-
ing libraries and schools. N

. "We like both,” said Fred
Qlass, spokesman for the Cali-
fornia: Federation of Teachers,
the state's second-targest teach-
ers union and one of Proposition
81's leading backers.

X7

oon to be “wrapped up
and tied together” is
the sixth annual
Chamber of Com-
merce State of the City
breakfast scheduled at 7:15
a.m. Tuesday, May 23 at the
Alta Vista Country Club, ac-
cording to Elizabeth Toller,
the chairman’s event, “With
everything in place and the
invitations in the mail; we
have little else to tie up ex-
cept to register the responses
as they come in,” she said at. -
the committee’s final meeting
held this week. The event’s
theme is “Placentia: The All
America City” and will fea- .
ture Mayor Scott Brady and
Dr. Dennis Smith, superin-
tendent of the Placentia-Yorba
Linda Unified School District.
So if you haven’t made your
reservations yet, call the
chamber office at 528-1873
and finalize it, now. Cost of
the breakfast event is $30.
According to Chairman
Toller, response to the com-
mittee's efforts to increase
sponsorship has yielded a re-
eord number of generous

sponsors, with Identity Crisis

leading the way. This young
eompany’s two partners, Da- -
vid Moyle and Tom Under-

hill, have

participating
in the plan-
ning of this
“event from,
the very
start.
Having
welcomed
just a few
weeks ago a
new'son

ELEANORE
RARKIN

NEIGHBORHOOCD
NEWS

.whose sleeping habits have

not yet caught up with those

heen actively -
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City's state soon to be stated

the future, .
With many clubs and orga-
nizations nearing the end of
their clubs’ fiscal years, sever-
- al notices of new officers are
reaching my desk, I'd like to
-include one of them in this eo-
lumn and cateh up on the oth-
-ers at another time. Eleanor
Barbour and Nancy Lone-
Tollefson of our town were
recently installed as president
and first vice president, re- -
spectively, of the Del Norte -
Garden Club, which meets

of the rest of the family, Moyle here regularly.

nonetheless has managed to
mlake' all the committee meet-
ings, albeit at times sleepily

- when the meetings have been

scheduled early in the morn-
ing. Aiden Drake weighed in
at a healthy and substantial 8
pounds, 14 ounces.

Also celebrating a new ad-
dition to the family is Cham-

ber President Glenn Baldwin

and wife Kathi. Their grand-
son, Liam Edward Baldwin,

son of Ryan and Tracy Bald- -

win, is the younger Baldwins’
first child. This youngster
checked in at a strapping
weight: 10 pounds, 2 ounces.

" Looks like the chamber is de-

veloping a new generation of
member/entreprenecurs for

" Placentia Stars, to 1441 Mi-

I was honored to serve as
installing officer for the cere-
mony held last week. Others
elected and/or appointed to
board positions were Julie
Astle, second vice president,;
Virginia Ferrara, recording
secretary; Cindy Dell, trea-
surer; Ann Fayloy, corre-
sponding secretary and Pat
Porter, parliamentarian.

The Placentia Stars cha/
ter of the American Busines..
Women’s Association will -
hold its annual: Business Asso-
ciates Awards night af the
Foxfire restaurant in Ana-

" héim Hills on Tuesday, May -
23, at 6:00 p.m. Cost is $36.
For reservations, send your

- check payable to ABWA/

Tan MeHugh, an El Dorado

COURTESY OF ELEANORE RANKIN

Efizabeth Toller, chairman of the Chamber of Commerce State of
the City breakfast.

chelson, Long Beach, CA
90805, or if you need more in-
formation, call Carol Peterson
at 520-5290.

Members of the Placentla
Presbyterian Church are
hanging their pifiatas and get-
ting ready for a summer of
fun. Fiesta-themed Vacation
Bible Schoot will take place
daily, June 26 to 30, from 9
a.m. to noon, and registration
is In full swing for 4th
through new 6th graders.
Fun, friends and feﬂowship
are just a few reasons to join
in the fiesta. Cost is only $15
and includes a VBS shirt. Call
Children’s Director Beeca
Harmon at 528-1438 for more
information or to register.

alummus, will graduate from’
Cal State Fullerton with hon-
ors, Jan is the son of Barbara
and Pat McHugh and the
grandson of Pat Irot, one of.
the volunteer curators in the.
Placentia History Room at
the library. When Ian gradu-
ated from El Dorado High
School, he received a scholar-
ship from the Placentia
Round Table Women's Club
that launched him on his -

.quest for higher learning. lan

now plans to enroll in gradu-
ate school at UC Riverside, _

Eleanore Rankin has the latest
about families, clubs and busi-
ness. Call her at (714) 524-8337 or
fax information to (714) 524-8660.-



The city’s reserves are growing, but it is
losing businesses whose loans would have .
been forgiven if they stayed..

By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
«THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

2]

PLACENTIA 4‘)
ity  redevelopment
coffers have swelled

4+ by $101,000, although
\ officials would have
preferred to have lost the
‘money and kept the business
that paid it.

Bradford Village Comimer-
cial Center owneir Ben Kar-
melich Jr. paid the money for a
loan that would have been for-

given had he stayed in the city.

“Phe deal is one of three Pla-
centia made in recent years in
which businesses got loans
they wouldn't have to Tepay as

long they stay in the city and’

meet a few other conditions.

The Redevelopment A

Agency gave Karmelich a
-, $76,000 lcan in 1999, Begin-

ning in the sixth year of the

deal, 20 percent of thg loan
" would be written off each year.

In exchange, Karmelich was
required to fix up his prop erty.

pacific clippings
p mb 11789
santa ana, calif. 92711

The Regist
Daly SAY 1 3 2006

1n 2002, Karmelich signed a
new deal when he refinanced
his mortgage. That restarted

the clock, so the loan and in- .
terest, came due when Kar--

melich sold the land last week.
~ In addition to Karmelick’s
deal, the city: :

+ Gave Don A Vee Jeep Eaglel

Ine., at Orangethorpe and Pla-
centia_avenues, a $200,000

" loan for renovations, a sign

ahd land purchases in 1997 in
‘a deal that also brought the
auto dealer $403,200 in sales-

" tax rebates through 2004.

+ Sold CTS Appliance an ad-
jacent property for expansion
in 2004 and paid $81,000 to re-
locate existing tenants. The
land was priced at $100,000
less than it cost. The discount
is to be paid through half the
company’s sales taxes over

' $25,000 a year. If the company

leaves in less than 10 years, it
would repay any balance on
the amount. As yet, the com-
pany, hasn’t expanded and no-
payments have been made.

City spokesman Matt Rey-

nolds said the deals are 'in-
dentives - to ensure proven
sales-tax producers.— such as
the auto dealer - stick around.
“Car dealers like auto malls,
and obviously Placentia and
Orangethorpe isn't as glitzy” a
location as they would like to
have, he said. - )

> Southern California Orchid Species Society: 2 pm May 14. Free.

N\?Iacentia Public
918661 v e e

- Library, 411 £ Chapman Ave,, Placentia. (T14)
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Placentia’s redevelopment dilemma
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"By DIANE REED
PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES

The newest thing in Ana-
heim Hills is also the oldest.

The Ramon Peralta
Adobe, built in 1871, is the
Hillg’ first museum, )

Sandra Day and Connie

Cooper-Ness, president of *
the Santa Ana Canyon His-

torical Council, are co-
chairwomen of the mu-
seum. Ceoper-Ness is & de-
.scendant of the Lugo, Per-
alta, Yorba and Dominguez
-families. o
“We've worked very
closely on this project,” Day
said.

The most striking featiire -

of new museum is a 40-foot
mural by Matthew Barrios
Southgate, 84. The Orange
resident also decorated the
Bowers Kidseum and the
La Habra Children's Mu-
seum.

“Someone saw my work
in La Habra and contacted

exterior in the future.
He said he’s learned
more than just local history
during many late-night
painting sessions,
“As far as [ can tell,” he
sald, “there are no ghosts in

_the Peralta Adobe.”

The museum opened
with a benefit gala, “Fan-

. dango Del Canyon,” two

weeks ago at the adobe on
6398 E. Santa Ana Canyon
Rd. The $28,380 in pro-

ceeds went o The Ramon

‘Peralta Adobe Museum Op-

erating Endowment Fund.
Many descendants of

early Orange County fam-

ilies attended the opening,

enjoying entertainment by

¥lamenco Bravo,

Founding families repre-
sented were: Grijalva, Yor-
ba, Peralta, Ruiz, Botiller,
Sepulveda, Dominguez,
Fuentez, Murillo, Celaya,
Reyes, Carrillo, Lugo,
Burke, Cooper, Negrette,
Vasquez, Navarro, Alvarez,

me about this project;” Rowland and Ames.
Southgate said. “Ranger The 125-year-old build-
Sam Edwards came up " #ing, which houses early Cal-
with the ideas.” ifornia artifacts. Many of
Although Southgate’s them are on loan from pio-

arms are weary from work-
ing on the ceiling-level mu-

ral, he hopes to paint on the

neer families. Their de-
scendants will conduet mu-
seum tours.

e !
The artist

* Matthew Southgate painted the

mural at Peralta Hills Adobe Mu-
seum. Here are photographs from
the mural's chronology;

1769 |

Gaspar de Portola's expedition
stopped near the Santa Ana River
just west of Anaheim Hilis on its-
way to San Diego,
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RIcHFsELn-OReA'
OIL COMEANY ¥

1857

. German Immigrants settied a colo- 1 9 1 9

ny that would become Anaheim. it :

was Incorporated In 1878 as the Oil Is discovered in the area and
-county’s first city. the Richfield-Yorba Oil Company

raises hundreds of dereks.

1860

San Antonio de Padua Adobe 1 960

Chapel was dedicated and blessed Riverside (91) Freeway [(inks Los
by the Rev. Sir Don Blas Raho, CM Angeles, Orange and Riverside
of the Diocese of Los Anqeles and counties.

Monterey,

pacific clippings
pmb 117889
santa ana, calif. 92711

.
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1871

Ramon Peralta built an adobe dur-
ing the Rancho-Period. it is the on-
{y one stilf standing in Santa Ana
Canyon area.

Southern California Species Society: 2 p.m. May 14.-Free. Placen-
ia Public Library, 411 E. Chapman Ave., Placentla (714) 991-8661.

PCOMING E—

5z

Agricultural period brings irrigation

" and crops inciuding almonds, to-
bacco, ftax, and fater cltrus, which
flourish In the canyon.



* Allie Smith’s early .
struggles gave her the
patience she needs to help

‘special needs’ children.

By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES

Allie Smith knows what it’s like for kids-
who struggle with reading.

Her mother Linda had to repeat the
words “cat and “hat” over and over to her,
pointing at each letter while sounding
f;hem out, Her mother home-schooled her
in a makeshift upstairs classroom at their
Fullerton home, S

Smith has a learning disability caused

by a developmental delay. Because she
lacked the short-term memory capacity to
grasp concepts quickly, constant repeti-
tion was the only way she could store those
terms in her long-term memory.

That’s why Smith is just aspatient with
kids in her classroom who have a hard
time learning to read. They don't have
learning disorders, but many of them have
been identified as special-needs-students
who require longer and more rigorous kin-
dergarten classes than other students be-
cause their parents speak only Spanish.

“T like working with them because I feel
like I'm helping them more, because I'm
teaching them English,” said Smith, 21. “I

patient hand

FROM PAGE 1

really like working with them a
lot.” P

“Allie has alot of patience.
It’s good for them so they don’t
have someone hurrying them,”
her mother Linda said.

Swith, who last month was
named the Placentia Library's
tutor of the year, corrects pa-
pers, hands out stickers, plays
with the kids and cleans spills
at a Ruby Drive classroom. It
was the first time the library
handed out the. award. Last
week, she won.a Spirit of Vol-
unteerism Award from the Vol-
unteer Center for Orange
County. o

“She dedicated over the last
two years over.1000 hours of
volunteering at Ruby Drive in
their kindergarten; that's real-

ly'more than any other tutor in

our program,” said Placentia

"Library literacy coordinator
Jim Roberts. “It’'s’ something .

she has really blossomed in,
and she didn't think she couid

“do it.”

“I don’t know what I would
do witout her because she’s ve-
ry nurturing for our kids and
helping them one on one,” said

MARILYNN YOUNG/PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES
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Judy Chase, a kindergarten
teacher at Ruby Drive. “The
kids love her. They think she's
one of their teachers.” ‘
Smith may not have the best
memory, but she does remem-

" ber many of her favorite times

with the kids. -

She remembers a boy
named David who came into
class one day with a grimace

. but whom she made feel better -

with a long talk. She remem-
bers a new kid at school who
got up in the middle of lunch
and wanted to hold her hand
and walk around the class until
his mom came to pick him up.
And then there was a boy .
playing with cars by himself;
she offered to be his friend.
“Pll sit on the floor with
them, even if 'm wearing a

- dress,” she said. “I just sit

down and play with them, es-
pecially when they’re by them-

selves. They shouldn’t be left {

alone when they're little.”
Smith signed up tobeatutor
two years ago through the Pla-
centia- Library literacy pro-
gram. .
Her mother wasn’t sure how
much she could help out, but
she asked Roberts if he could
find her a classroom where she

YOU'RE IT: Volunteer Ailie Smith, 21, plays the freeze game with kindergarteners Marcos Padiila
and Dominic Freshour (right). Teacher Judy Chase plays with Gabriel Gomez.



could fit in.

“There was not one second
of ‘hesitation ‘to take Allie on
board from -the very begin-
ning,” her mother said. “That
as a mom was 50 greaf.”

Roberts decided on a class-
room at Buby Drive for kids
who were identified as needing
extra help.

“That was perfect because
thekidslookup toher, and they
don't recognize anything that’s
different with her,” Roberts
said. “The kids look at her as
their teacher”

The kids only rarely-ask her
about her hearing device,
Smith said.

After her first year, she en-
joyed tutoring so much that

*she doubled her volunteer
time, working daily during
school hours, She sees 88 stu-
dents a day. .

Now she’s trying to learn .

Spanish, and she's preparing
for a test that would allow her
to be a paid teacher’s aid
through the PlacentiaYorba
Linda School Distriet.

Meanwhile, the library will
continue to hand out the Tutor
of the Year award yearly, Ro-
berts said,

“Tt'smadeus realize we real-
ly do have some really special
volunteers,” Roberts said.

pacific clippings
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CITY NAME

3D o PLACERTIA

Placentia is Latin for
“acceptable things.”
The phrase is some-
times translated as
“pleasant things” and
serves as the name of .
these cities:

Placentia, Newfoundfand
Placentia, Calif.

Piacenza, italy
{formerly called
Placentia in Latin and
English)

\ veke e s i o, Nt vorer Vot v gopie
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ALMANAC
‘SALES-TAX REVENUE

529 pacmam
Placent;a s redevelopment pr oject is fo—
cuised on in }reasmg the number of stores -
in the city‘and thereby increasing its
sales-tax revenue, which has remained low
because of the city’s design as’a bedroom’
commumty Taxable retail sales in Orange

--County in 2005 reached $49.5 billion. Pla-

centia sales were at $285.3 million in 2005.
Here's how Placentia’s sales-tax reve-

" nues compare to other cities its size, about

six square miles, Fxgures are from city fi-
nance directors,

- Cypress: $10. g million .
‘La Habra: $8.2 million
Laguna Hills: $7.7 million
Placentia: $5.2 million
Dana Pomt $4 mﬂhon

AWWW: Volunteer A!Ile Smfth 21, gets a hug from kindergarteners Tyler Sanders,
Shandlz Morad! and Marcos Padllla at Ruby Drive Elementary School.
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Placentia seeks
fund Watchdog

Staffers asked for-formula for. panel that -
includes. resxdents and councﬂ rnernbers

By SUSHMA 5upRAMAN1AN

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

"O'h PLACENTIA
ity Council members
moved a siep closer
Tuesday to creating
a financial oversight
committee to provide resi-
dents with another layer of

security’ regardmg city . fi-
nances,

i. Citizens have launched sev-

eral ‘investigations of city re-
* cords over 'the  past three
years, including one that
found .improperly’ recorded
gas—tax funds, and. another
that resulted in the - indict-
-ment_of two former officials
over an’ employee’s rail con-
tract.-
© But the residents were
never given a formal voice.

Yorba Linda, Laguna Ni-

.guel and Anaheim have over-

sight compnittees.-

“T've come to " embrace
this,” said Councilman Chris
Lowe, whe had been skeptical
of the idea for months. “I cer-

tainly hear froin our commi-
.- nity that there's a need for a
. :committee.”

Counollman Norim Ecken-
rode opposed formation of

‘the group, saying residents do

not have.the financial knowl-.
edge needed to audlt the
city's books.

JI'ne council- directed city
einployees to return with a
formula for an oversight com-
mittee that would include res-
idents and.council members.

Interim Finance Director
Fred Branca - suggested a
five-member committee con-
sisting of-up to two council’
members and at least once
resident with an accountmg

background

cONTAc‘r THE WRITER:
(714) 704-3796 or
ssubramanlan@ocregister.com



In2006
Placentza
Shades
of 1 994

> he Orange County Board
' of Supervisors, cirea”
1994, holds the local re-

- cordfor official clueless-
ness; Like DiMaggio’s 56-game.

hitting streak, it's a record that']l ‘

never be broken. .
“Soras not to ruin your lunch,

I'il keep the historical feminder

brief, As the county treasurer o

was taking the local mvestment )

portfolio into the toilet, theflve -
supervisors stood by in silence,
- Only when the éounity declared
the biggest municipal bank- -
ruptey InUS. history. did the
supes realize that, oops, they
should have been pajdng atten-
© tlon. .’ ’
To'say they were asleep at
the switch would be too chari-
- table, They were in a coma. One
of themm, Tom Riley, famously
had said of the treasurer’s ear-
lier success oni Wall Street: “1
dom't know how the hell he does
it, but he makes us look good.”
That is, until he made them
look bad. Or, at least, very inept.
’ Why, you ask, would I dredge
up this stufl on a nice day like,
this? Let the past stay past.
. =My thoughts exactly, until

reading last week that Placentia -

City Council members had told
a courity grand jury that they

had no idea what had heen golng

on right under their noses, as
two other ranking officials

- pushed the OnTrac rail project
that drove the city to the hrmk
of bankruptcy.

A Times reporter reviewed
transeripts of the grand jury tes-
timony, which revealed that
council members were kept out
of the loop as the project moved
forward. _

. Dumb guestion: How cana
city council be kept out of the -
loop?

" Aviswer: Only if they want to
be.

There's no elected official in
Orange Counfy who doesn't
know the debacle of the '94 -
Bankruptey. They're free to com-
mit any mistake they want, but -
not paying attention to the com-
pany storelsn't one of them.

Andyet, hereis Placentia
council veteran Norman Ecken-
rode reportedly telling the grand
Jury: “Youwere kind of the
mushroom theory of manage-
ment. You get informationona -
need-to-know basis. And if you

‘wanted more, you had to dig.”

- Long ago, Eckenrode
punched out another council
mermber, 80 he's not exactly a
shrinking violet, Why did he al-
low himselftc be shined onin
the dark?

Hindsight is great, and I real-
Ize that council members aren't
experts on everything. They put
alot of trust in their bureat-
cratic managers. In Placentia's
cagse, that may have beén an er-
rant trust, in that the grand jury
has indieted two of them in con-
nection with the On'I‘rac '
project.

- posed to be in charge of. Or,
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You'd think the county bank- -

" ruptey would have taught super-

visors and loecal councii mem-
bers never to trust anyone again.
In Placentia, the grand jury tes-
timony indicated that councit
members rarcly asked about
OnTrac and didn't get agendas

-or minutes from meetings about

it. One.city official testified that
couneil members were encour-
aged to avoid attending meet-

. ings on the project.

Who knows whether any
council members could have fer-
reted out the truth, had they -
bothered to cheek things out? It
sotinds like they were afraid of
the bureaucrats they were sup-
maybe they just weren't mt.er- )
ested.

Way back when, when the:
bankruptey was raging, I sug-
gested (in a nice way) that the
two remaining supervisors turm
in their badges and join the
other three in post-supervisor
retirerment. You know, if only to
show some accountabllity

- Théy opted not to.

Iwon't bother with that sug-
gestion again,

When Riley retired, one of the
things he'sald was “Twish Thad -
listened just a bit rore, ques-
tioried just a bit more and trust-
ed just a bitless.”

That should have been
posted in every councl chamber |
in Orange County. -

. Toolate for Piacentla which
has secured its place inloeal.
lore.

No, its members weren't in

‘the same league as the supervi-
" sors of yesteryear, but when it

comes to incompetence, they
have nothing to be ashamed of,
Dana Parsons’ column ap- .
pears Wednesdays, Fridaysand
Sundays. He can be reached at
(714) 866-7821 or at dana )
.parsons@latimes.com. An ar-
chive of his recent columns is af

i wiwwlatimes. com/parsons
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‘wounded rlacenua
Dreams On

C1ty witha mstory of Blg ]
Ideas is recovering from -
.the OnTrac debacle. It’ B
not givingup on
redefmmg 1tse1f

By Roy RIVENBURG
" Times Staff Writer

Honking horns helped send
the sleepy suburb of Piacentla
-down a track to nearruin, .

OnApanools'Day2001 Tesi- |
dents were jolted awdké by a .
sound they hadn't heard in 25 -

_years: the plercing blast of SMALL TOWNISH' C’ommunity activist Joe Aguirﬂe, leﬂ,
Arefght- -train horns. ’ T v;szts with friends ai Mario’s, Old Town Hair Saloon .

The. renewed racket; which '
was prompted by federal safety rules, helped Butin tryingto tame the railways, P]acen-
ceiment supportforplanstodlgagiantditch “tia, which once prospered becalise of the
so trains could barrel through fown uriseen | " ttacks, almost derailed itself. OnTrac cre-
and unheard, The project, ‘called’ OnTrae,, atedaswamp of red ink, led to the Marchin-
was _also supposed to fuel a renaissance: of dictment of two former local officials and
the élty's aging downtown. C .. foreed the city to slash services, mortgage

_parkland and ponder shuttlng
down the Police Department. -
Today, OnTrac¢ Is dead, and
-the city is struggling to regain its
equilibriim. Plans for a re-
vamped downtown are still in the
works, but it could take years for
. the northern Orange County ¢ity
to recover from its raﬁway boon-
doggle.

* “We went on & joynde and it
cost us milllens and we'ré still
back at square one,” said John

“Walcek, a photographer who for-
merly led the city’s downtown
merchants association.

- Placentia has g long history of
big ideas shaping its identity. It
has been an oll boomtown, citius
powerhouse and host to national
elephant races. In the late 1800s,

- [Placentia, from Page B1]
M by « In recent yeéars, the city has
'ey;ed several plans to shed its im-
e ag a bedroom community by

remventmg its downtown.
! One proposal called -for re-
ﬁackagmgthe largely Latino dis-.

{et as an Orange County ver-

sion of Olvera Streef, with a

Me)dcan-themed plaza - and .

qhops

! Another suggested replacing - &
mstonc buildings with new ones .

c}esngned to look old.
* Reincarnating stale down-
towns has become a rite of pas-

Sage for suburbslookingto boost ~ J
ta revenues. Brea bulldozed its, p3
comatose town center-and built -

gnother from scratch. Garden.
@fove studied propossls to in-

stall a replica London Bridge . -
‘qnd river along Harbor Boule-

va',rd Other cities have relied on
Higtoric preservation to resusci-
tale ailing cores.

+ T Afew years ago, Placentia de-

it was known for a colony of psychie vegetar-
ijans who once tried to spook residents with
mysterious floating lights that turned out to
- be flaming balls of kerosene- drenched cot-

town packinghouses, Later, after

oiﬁrus groves gave way to tract
homes, the rails became a nui-
gance. Dozens of daily freight
trains created traffic jams at
crossings

' Enter OnTrac Instead of dé-.

mplishing homes and businesses
to'build raiiroad overpasses, a 5-

ton. dided to harness the past for its
[.S'ee Plagentia, Page B61. future, In the early 1900s, trains .
' v, . & were the city’s lifeblood, hauling . ‘Dox KELBEN Los Angeles Times
' v Valencia oranges from .down- BOOMS, BUSTS: The¢ity,

whose wafer toweris a )
landmark, had beefi a citrus
powerhouse and oil boomtoin.

-mile-long concrete trench woutd
“dive beneath streets, thén sur-

face near an envisioned Metro-
iink statlon and a transporta-
tion-oriented vilage of hotes
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LAID'BACK:.

Downtotsn is pretty quiet. Butin the 19705 the town was mired in shootings, brawls and public drunkenness. = - .




Ignored, Testimony Alleges
OnTrac Warnings

Placentia council -
members told grand
jury they were kept in
the dark about potential
conflict resultingin
officials’ indictments..

By KiMmI Yosmiio :
Times Staff Writer - ,lb'})

City officlals in Placentia ig- -
nored the advice and pleas of le-

gal and financial experts as they

spent millions on the ambitious .

OnTrac rail project that drove
the city to the .edge of bank-
ruptey, Orange County Crand
Jury testirnony shows.

The city attorney had also
‘warned: the city administrator
that the city might be on pexiious
legal @round by tepping the
town’s public works director to
head the rail project — a deal
that was expected to net him
about $450,000 a year. None ‘0f
those concerns wis shared with
the City Councli, which ‘seemed
largely ignorant.of the poténtial
conflict for years. o

The former public works di-

_tector, Christopher. Becker, and
retired City Administrator Bob
DaAmato ‘were Indicted . last
menth on charges that they in-
fluenced government contracts
in which they had a financial
steke. . :

The recently unsealed testi-
mony of nearly three dozen city.

_employees, elected officials and
government investigators paints
an alarming picture of Placen-
{ia's-government: o

n its zeal to solve the city’s
‘railroad woes and lower five’
miles: of track into a concrete
trench, the council seemingly
placed blind trust in D'Amato
and Becker, rarely asking prob-
ing’ questions or atfending On-
Trac meetings: In turn, D'Amato
and Becker. frequently kept
councit members in the dark and
did not relay significant financial
"and legal concerfis. . -

Council members testified
that they were not provided with
OnTrac agendas or minutes and,
according to at least one elected

. Sfficial, were enicouraged to stay-

away from meetings. )

-+ “Too much information was
being held in one person, and in
my opinion, it was Bob DAma-
to,” Councilman Norman Z. Eck-

enrode testified.

“you were kind of the mush-
roomt theory of mahagement,” he
told the grand jury. “You get in-
“formation on a need-to-know ba-

- sis. And if you wanted more, you

had to dig. That's not a healthy
situation.” ) )
None of the council members

said they knew, for example, of a.

memo wiitten by then City Atty.
Carol Tanenbaumn in June 2000

- that rafsed concerns about

Becker holding jobs as both pub-

. lie works direetor.and executive

Forging ahéad

director of the railway project.
They said they did not learn of
the memeo until an investigator
for the district attorney's office
showed it to them.

Inher testimony, Tanenbawm

Asaid that even though she was

the clty attorney, she was not

asked to review Becker's con-

tract and was not told about the
meeting to approve it. She dis-
covered it only because she hap-
pened to be at City Hall, she said,
As a contract attorney, she typi-
ally worked out of her law firin's

“offices.

“100Kking back, I think that
the parties concerned could pre-
dict what my reaction would
have been had I [Deen] present-

[See Placentia, Page BI5Y

Although FPlacentia's plan to lower five miles of railroad tracksis
dead, the city is moving forward with plans to spruce up its

-downtown and build a transportation-oriented village with homes. '

and businesses,

& Redevelopment project area

Source: Placéntia

B Stte of canceled railroad trench

" Lds Angeles Times
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‘Bl Grande’.
applauded

but not just

for dancmg

‘Mr. Salsa’ among |

" hundreds Honored -

for volunteer Work

- in Orange County-

By LORI BASHEDA
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

'Salomon Ri\_fera is. a ,t_hre_e—
time world
.champion. He is famous. Heis

suave. He is sought after by

_dance " disciples. around the:
globe.. '

Santa Ana to the Braille In-
stitute in Anaheim to’ volun-

teer histime, teaching salsato

adults who are blind. |
For that, he will be among

the 148 men, women and-cor- .

porate teams honored today.

with the -Volunteer Center
Orange County’s Spirit-of Vol-

unteerism award.”

“He's like Mr.- Saléa,” Sald .

Donna Wager, volunteer coor-
dinator at the Br allle Institute

who nominated Rivera for the'

. -award, “He's just - whew!”

Rivera, 40, quzt competing
. in 2004 after winning his third |

SEE VOLUNTEER ¢ PAGES

-Here are the 148 volunteers and
corporate teams who will ba rec-

ognized today for their service to

-Orange County organizations:

St Anderson, Niriners Christian. Schoal
Linda Patton, Mariners Christian Schoo!
* Miteh ¥ance, Mariners Christian Schod)
o Jhm Glfda, Cox Coramunily Champion .
Art Yoon, Cox Community Champion
 Brivda Acasta, Cox Community Champion
Shivia Parde, Angheim Family YMCA '
* Leagie of Yolunteers, Corporate ACC Capital
Holdings, Ameriquest Family of Companies,
Homan Kydd, Corporaie ACC Capital Hold

ings Ameﬂquesl Hoﬁgaqe Family. of Companles

salsa- danc'mg .

-And ever3'r Tuesday - morn- -_
irig, he drivesfrom his home in

‘Kristen heNor, Canyon Acres Children arid

Agenda item 44
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f
Watalie Yan Deren, Literacy Yoluntesérs: Hunlmq OLQA Satmrday Morning Men's Cursifio Group,
ton Beach Library . ’ Serving People fn Need Inc, '
- Holly Gohirtenak, Project Sl Suif%clency .. . Barbara Wyers, Girls Iamrporated of Grange
" Erlca Rogan, Orange Counlv Sclence and Engle Counly : -
neering Fair Eléanor Andetsan; Phl(harmonic Sociely of
Kelsha Ro!grhop, COmmunI[y Action Parl- Qrange County . -
nership . Efalne S, American Red Cmss Orafge County
- Eritme Krobs, Ga:den Grove Hospﬂal § Hedical Chapter . . .
Centet © . Richard Morens, Laura's MHotise -
Fred Apedacs, Uranqe Po!ice Deparlmeni Famitles-Costa Hosa Parent Advisery Commit-
iartina stlrﬂm Kathy's House tee PAE, Farnlfies'Costa Mesa
WilHari Redmond, The Welcoms House Lawrencs (Larry) Wiksns, Amerlcan fted Cross,
Laurje Steward, The Welcome. House * Orangs County .
" Wark Beldermall, The Welcome House Batly Belden-Palnwr, Special Otympics Ofanqe
Ronnée Pakeer, The:Welcome SheRer County
Jioh Blatr, Cotmmunity Adlon ?artnersh!p Glen Black, Homeo\ld Orange County .,
Juft Ceons, National ﬂﬁmmvalgla Assoclation Denise Wathdns, Laure! House :
Leity. (Brhu) Dosn, Hat!onal ﬂbromyaiqm Asso- Elolse Christaffarsen, Halicnal Mullipte Sclerg-
clation N s Soclety, Pacillc South Coadt Chapler
Brent Alderson, Natlonal nbromyania Assocl- Anta Mvmhh. Hatlonal Multiple Sclerosls So- .
atlon clely. Pacific South Coast Chapler
Grant Mﬂm« Natlonal hbromyalgia Associ Robert Wilson, Acacla Adult Day Services
atfon - . Dytan Bormiy, YMCA of Orange Counly .
T Jande ﬂrnni Hatlonal Fabmnyalgla Assoclation 8ruce McCfymonds, Providente Speech and
- Helea Anderson, Community Aclion Pattnership © "Hearing Center
of annqe Courty ~ “Jo# Perring, Habital for Humanltv of l}ranqe o ;
Ed lmu, Qrange County Science and Enqineer County . {
ing Fair . .. Darferve Peclsmer, YHCA of Orange Counw

Liz Mafm, National Mul[lpre Sclefosis Soc!elv
Yicter Cohn, Hunlington Beach Couneil on Aging .
Ruth Dutrs, Pacific Coast Hosplee,,

Mary Dandel, Anabelm Arf Association

Katie Buskirk; Corona det Mar High School
Jennifer Tucker, Oranqe Cobnty ﬂutdoor Science
Fwndatlon

Lorena Prieto, Public Law Center _
Lioda Mal, Putitlc Law Center

Manique Keleman, Public Law Center

Glenn Lelbowltz, KidWorks -

_ Brad and Erin Wilkinson, International V‘sutors
and Protocal Fourdation of Orange County

" Bear Essentlal Combaf St Claly, Girls In-

Fainity Sefvices - corporated of Grange County
Sally Heantgar, Helping Otfers Prepae lor for Judy Campanella, Junlor Achievement of
Saty - : Grange County & The infand Empire
Sws Epsteln, Share Our Selves Because We're Concerned Adelphla Corporate,
Sarah Melnert, Hew Century Financtal {Mart: Adelghla
- gage} Corp.

" Lizz Kiuger, Goodwili of Grange Counly

Lita Wieln, Women Helping Women™ Don Campbelf, Soulh Couniy Cross-Cultural

Hen Langhorst; Bays Hope Girls Hope nf South- " Council
een Californla . Valorle !alennan. ALS Assoclation- {)range
NareR muim, THEHK Toqelher ) , County Chapter - .
Red Savawhirs, Women Helping Women " Dtanne L. Madr, American Red Cross
1."1 Whittaker, South (rvine AYSD 144 - Barbara Alvarado, Blind Children's learmng
_The Steven Reberf Family, Unlted Cefebral . Center .
Palsy of Orange Counly Virginla Manning, Amaican Red Cross B{aod
Barbara Hogan, American Red Cross ' - Serviees
Lizbeth Adarss, THINK Together ~ Jalinle Haver, Blind Chlld;en s Leamlnq Center
Donna Wals, Kik] Orange Counly . Paty Turrell, A Light In The Window '
Chimg-Yu umn Yang , THINK Together #Dlek Mosher, Special Oiymples Orange County
Chartes Faflx, THINK Together . Michelle Clark, Special Ofymplcs Orange County-
Hélty Payne, Anshelm Family ﬂgcg L‘lrtdr Glttheman, Goodwill of Orange County
Jean Wilssa, Sainl Joseph Baliet Jurry Risto, The Hellpess Commumw Orange

County . . (
Karlann Borthla Romes, Mercy House )
Don Livezey, Discovery Sclence Center

“Tina Cheang, Anghelm Famny YHCA
Elsing Cafl, Anahelm Family YMCA - © )
Bert Maclay, Blind Children’ Leasn!ng Center




Jane Livezey, Discovery Science Center

_ Junior Leagie of Orange Gourity Actlon for
Safaty Committee, Girls 1ncurporated of Orange
“County

* Rotert & Shirley Beloll, Second Harvest Food
Bank of Orange County T
The Darid Safon, Human Options

Anm Bohn, Girls Incorporated of Grange County -

\ * Judy Lindsay, Costa Mesa Senior Center
- “Cofl Ningston, Court Appointed Special Ad-
© vocales
Peaqy Corem, brange tnunty Sherdfs Depart
menl .
' I.mﬂng Hands \folun!urs, ﬂpl!Oﬂ One Mort:-
_gage Corporation/ & R Block. Hoﬂqaqe Corpo;a
tiop " :
- Sandy Bohl,- Art 5 Crea!m[y for Healing, Inc.
Cathy L’Heareux, Ats Cfeatlvlly loy Healmq
©odme - -

dasslea Erstad, Chitd Abuse Prevention Certer

Team Fraedam, The Grange County Reglster

. Marthd Justus; Anahélm Policé Department ~ -

Letetta Dgden, Anahelm Police. Department

" VOLUNTEER: ‘A w.
- for me to pay bac

FROM PAGE !

stralght world champxonshjp
and now, travels the world

(fwm Russia to ‘Japan): teach—_

ing salsa.

It was an e-mail that led him -
to’ the Braille Institute &wo -

years ago. Could he give just a

few hours of his time to teach -

a dance  class; -the "missiva
asked? Instead of hitting the
delete button, Rivera made a
phonie call. Now he runs the
most popular class on eampus,
Wager says. “People well into
thelr senior years are shakmg
their booties.” :

Rivera cal,ls out ‘the dance'

steps by ‘assigning each move

a number. Sometimes-he taps

a student’s hands on a table to
show them what their feet

should be domg The end of

each class is a hug fest.
.“T think we all have the op-
portunity.to-every day make a

- person happy,” Rivera says. “f .

get to make a bunch of people

~

Jesslea Erstad, Child Abuse Peevention ﬁen{er
Wendy Weiks, iject Aceess

Mark Kranz, Saddleback Memortal Meduca% Cen-

ter .
Léucinda Carllon, lrvlne Nhlac Schuois Founda

- tion

Sotsu Hata, Sanuaqo Creei Schooi oranqe Co
pept. of Ed, . .

Jack Goftmen, Gcean Institute - .
Karicy Cliften Hawkins, The Orange County
Breastfeading Coalltion :

Pam Harshak, Cordelia ¥noll ‘Hellness Founda

{ion

- Joe Roiener. Comrnumly £ School Coliahoralwn .

Magle Makers Community Actlon Team Part-

ners Federaf Credit Unlen, Dlsnevland Resorl .
- Kelen Roe, annevland Resort

Ed Scheibel, Drange Pohce Departinent

" A Lee, Placenlia Ubrary Literacy Servlces T

Joe Eastermann, Eiperian

Martha Rosrnus, 1gadership Ansheim - |
Aityso Baﬁqad, \'rshiand .

Taylur Hariman. You Are Speclal

Agenda item 44
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Beth Sellers, Jamle Flnqal and Beth Carro!, .
Girl Scout Council of Orange County

Gary and Abbe Sorensen, Famiies Forward
Bl and Sally Finnen, Famised Forward -
Klm-Lten Buf, Hoa H3o Youll Group

Lan L& Truong, Twung Son ‘fe[namese Scouts -

Group
Lynn Bach, Little Saigon Foundalmn

" Linda Crowder, WiSéPlace

Esther Wallace, Magnoiiz Sthoel District -
Salomon Rivera, Braifle Instilute -

Page 31 of 55

Allle Smith, Placenﬁa tibrary Literacy- Semces B

_Juk & Jan Slephenson, “adult Day Services of

G:anqe County L.

Haze Saliture, Methers Agamst Drunk Driviag _
Helanle Chrlslensen. Toby's House Maternity
Home .

Bille l(faqh, Fairview Developmental {:enler

* Tina Marle Schuhrko, Foster Care Auxlllary of -

Orange County.

Rina Yamasakl, fustér Care Auu!iar',r of Ofange

Counly .+ -

Dlek Swanson, Hunhnq{on Beach Police Depart

ment-

Mark s:hmm, ‘Iohsnleef Center Oraitge County .
* Fluer Community. Invelvement Team, Flvor .-

‘professiorial ~ dancer, - Ri
began perforiming with his sis-
ter af age 8. He came to Ana-’
" heim in 1985 as-a teen‘and lat-
er moved to Santa Ana, where
-he eventually earned the nick-
.name El Grande, for his-dom-"
ingnce -in the salsa-dancmg _

happy It’s a great feelmg for
me.”

- ,Bom ~in*impo\fermhe‘d San.
Salvador, the capital of El Sal-

vador, to a father who was a

world.

] feel, 'blessed . Rlvera says. A
“This is a way for ma to pay
back what I have received ...

even just by beingin this won-

derful country. This is a coun- -
try Where anythmg can hap- -
- teer Center Orange County

pen,”
This is the 30th year that

" the Volunteer Center Orange
County will recognize people -
for = over-and-above commu--

nity service, Nearly 160 Spirit
of Volunteerism awards will be

handed ‘out - today at a tun- .

cheon at the Hyatt in Irvine.

- Rivera '

- classroom
_co-chairwoman of gaia-events

Team

-Honorees arée nommated by

nonprofits and businesses.
This year's award inners

‘have doné everything from’
‘giving compamonshlp to can-’

cer patients stuck in hospitals

to delwermg meals to home-

bound. seniors to redding - 1o
homeless'children, -
"Lucy-Steinberg will receive

* the.center’s top. Gmng is Liv-

ing Award. She is founder of
the Leadership Institute for
Teens, and co-founder of the
Community.”School Partner-.
ship Fund; a Girl Scout leader,
{ volunteer '~ and

fér several nonproﬁts
Started in 1958, the Volun-

matches " people * with volun-
teer opportunities. It has ma-
tured -into the one of -the
largest of the 350 volunteer

. centers nat:on\wde

CONTACT THE WRITER: (T14)”
932 1705 or lbasheda@ocregis-
tercom:

Refa-Thomas, Fluor Coniminity Involvement



MARILYNN YOUNG/PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES

LAURELS: Poet Meredith Karen Laskow, 55, is the poet laureate of the Placentia Library The ti-
tle of laureate is usually given by hatlonal governments

ner and burle

p

‘Depresswn and angst can be great for poetry, says Placentla S
poet laureate. ‘Low-level unhappiness isn’t. If the reason for it
is nebulous, your poetry will be nebulous.’

By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES '

There's a line of poets lau-
reate running from Geoffrey
Chaucer through Alfred, Lord
Tennyson, William Carlos Wil-
liams and Robert Pinsky.

At the end of it stands Meve-
dith Karen Laskow, poet lau-
reate of Placentia.

The longtime Placentia resi-
dent had written poems-and
essays for dozens of regional
magazines and performed as a
featured artist at local poetry
readings, but said that the
county needed a poef laureate

to put itself on the cultural
map. Orange County, save fora
few artistic communities such
as Laguna Beach, is largely a
cultural wasteland, she said,
The city wouldn’t appoint
her. But the Placentia Library
District, whose board mem-
bers agreed that library-spon-
sored poetry workshops and
readings could add to the li-
brary’s existing programs.
“We all felt we needed to
work out details, but we were
excited about the prospect of
doing it,” said library director
Elizabeth Minter. “We had a
community volunteer, and it's

a means of expression for the
community and it gives people
with an interest in writing po-
etry and forum to exchange
ideas.”

Sinece then, Laskow’s pro-
grams have drawn visitors
from as far away as Los An-
geles.

Abhout fifteen mun1c1pahties
in California currently have
poets laureate; Placentia Li-
brary District is the only one in
Orange County.

Laskow, 55, wasn't always so
public about her work.

SEE POETe PAGE 4
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POET

. FROM PAGE 1

As ateenager growing up in a Chica-
g0 suburb, she began writing poems
and essays about loves found and lost,
observations of pedple around her and
grandiose plans {o save the universe. ~

But she never let anyone read them.

“1 did it because it was inside me,”-
she said. “I didn't write it because I
wanted to show it to anybody.”

In her twenties, she slowly became

less and less prolific due to a depres-
sion that she couldn’t quite find a rea-
son for, she said. '
. “Depression and angst can be great
for poetry,” she said. “Low-level un-
happiness isn't, because you don't re-
ally point your finger at a reason for it.
If it's nebulous, your product will be
nebulous.” -

At 30, she stopped writing altogeth-

o Mg\RlLNN YOUNG/PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES
THE WORD: Meredith Karen Laskow has written several bocks of poetry. She Is
the poet laureate for the Placentia Library. -

Then she published - three collec-

The frozen edges of her heart tions of her work, “And the Artist was

er.

Then, two days before her 48th Cancer 12...,” “Galloping "Words,” and “Cool
birthday, Laskow found out that she  Shecries has toiled up the  Kids AintUs”
had cancer. Her terror and angst made ~ For Six weeks she has. toted up Laskow has been in cancer remis-
her return to writing, : mogf::t:ﬁgeks sion since she finished radiation ther-
i

Doctors .had told:-her not to worry
about the pea-sized lump inher breast,
which had a shape that doctors said
didn’t; it the normal description for
cancer. .

Laskow insisted that doctors con-
duct a biopsy. '

Then, three hours after the test re-
sults came back with cancer, she ended
the writer’s block that she suffered for
18 years.

“She stands at the edge of an abyss

casually looking down

"Cancer _
. The word rings through the canyons

Careening off Lo

Since finding a lump in her breast

Six weeks

Of trudging one foot in front of the oth-
er

Six weeks

Of trying to hear the birds and see the

grass and smell the flowers and

touch the trees

In the valley where she once lived”

“] just sat down and the words
flowed,” she said of her poem, titled
“The Mountain.” “Emotionally, I'm ve-
vy attached to that poem.” '

It also began a prolific period for
Laskow, during which she wrote nearly
60 works. - -

As she began sharing her poems and
essays with members of her cancer
support group, her friends convinced
her to try to publish her work.

She submitted her work to area pub-
lications and started attending read-
ings. -

apy in 1999,

But her involvement in the Orange
County's artistic community made her
want to get ‘more people involved,
through the poet laureate program,

-which she began in July 2003. .

“T think people need art in their
fives,” she said. “I wish more people
knew about poets and read poetry.”

She hopes that other communities
in. Orange County might also initiate
poet laureate programs. ’



Springtime means it's

fundraiser season

Ithough it’s raining
" steadily as T write .
this, there’s the
romise of spring in
the air and we'll be seeing
signs of it in a day or so when
our gardens take on more vi-
brant colors. Spring also has
a tendency to bring out an
abundance of fundraisers
planined by our town’s clubs
and organizations, and I'm
. sharing them with you now.
For those of you who love

- at 901 N. Bradford St,, on -
" Tuesday evening,:April 11,
_The action Starts at 7 p.m. A

dessert buffet will be offered
to keep up your energy as you
move from table toiable as
games are completed, Lots of
door prizes as well as table
prizes will be offered. Tickets
are $15 per person and are

" available from Linda Schaal

" at 223-7619 or Brenda Ben-
ner at 528-4565, Bunco’s not -
just for the gals anymore.

" to play Bunco
and are look-
ing to play
this game

with more ta-

bles than you

. ordinarily do,

- let me tell

"ELEANORE . youy about a

RANKIN ) : bigone B
. NEIG’:{BE?I?SHO;OD : pla.mled at
: ,' the Placentia
- Round Table

Women's Clubhouse, Ioeated .

You'll see’a lot-of guys enjoy-
ing this fast-moving game.
And if your taste leans to-
ward some heftier stuff,
there’s the Placentia Rotary’s
Cash Bash that'll be played at
the Yorba Linda Community
Center on Friday, April 21° -

starting at 5:30 p.m, Themed .

“It's a Party,” this annual
event is the club’s main fun-
draiser, with funds going back
to the community. Proceeds

- will benefit the Boys and Girls.

Club of Placentia/Yorba Linda
_and other local cormunity or-
_ ganizations. A full-course din-
ner will be served and tickets
at $18 are available from Car-
ol Kennedy at 792-0998 or
Nathan Chappel at 998- 9133.
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To participate in the Cash
Bash drawing, buy an ad-
vance $100 ticket from either
one of them. Special Bingo
games will be played through- -
out the evening, and the live
auction items will tempt you
to participate in that action as
well, Come early to view the
car show presented by Classic
Cruisers of North Orange
County. These babies are a -
feast for the eyesf

The lovely voice of Dorcas
Preston will be heard at the
Easter Bonnet Parade lun-

‘cheon of the Placentia-Brea

Women's Connection at Alta
Vista Country Club on Mon-

" day, April 10. Placentia’s hat -
" lady, Joy Feeger, will watk

down mémory lane with some
of the-hats from her extensive
collection. The event starts at
11:30 d.m. with a buffet lun-
cheon with the program im-
mediately following. Cost is

‘$12. Call Pat at 998-8757 for

reservations, ~ - ( '
An interfaith community

program offered by the Pla-

centia Library District on .

Monday, April 10 at 6:30 p.m,

will bring panelists together

to discuss their various cul-"

“tures-and religions. The panel

will include Placentia¥esident
Charles Frazee (Catholi-.
cism), Maria Khani (Islam),
and Rabbi David Eliezrie
(Judaism). A free screening of
the interfaith film, "On Com-
rmon Grounds,” produced by
Fullerton fillmaker Ahmad -
Zahra, will be presented,
Light refreshments will be
‘served. Call 528-1906 for more'
information. -

The Placentia Library’s Au-
thor Lunch was attended by

-250 book aficionados. The

proceeds came to $14,000,
which was $4,000 more than
last year. The Boys and Girls
Clubs’ St. Patrick’s Day Din-
ner and Auction event ~ its
third year — had over 450 at-
tending and yielded a whop-
ping $25,000, a significant in-



FROM PAGE 14

crease from the previous two
years. Nice going, B&G!

The chili cook-off financials
have not yet reached me,

- however, Rev, Glenn Miller,

pastor at Placentia United
Methodist Church, tells me
that 150 attended and he was
pleased with the turnout. The

cook-off was a first-time event -

and the congregation of Cor-

.nerstone Church that shares.

the premises helped make it 2

success. Although I had trepi- .

dations going in as a judge of
this culinary delight, as did
my fellow judge-teammates,-
Hugh Wood and Patti
McCoy Jacob, we had no
problem coming up with a
consensus in the 15 chili en-

- tries. Let's hear it for Bob

Nixon who cooked up the
“hottest,” Bonnie Heffner, for
her “most original,” and Shir-
ley Cheney, whose chili was
judged to be the “best.”

The Chamber of Commerce
has armounced two note-
worthy events coming up this
month. April 18 is the date for
its mixer at the Placentia Li-

brary. Hours are from 5:30 to -

7 p.m. and there is no charge.
And on April 14, the chamber
will eo-sponsor with Placentia
Rotary Club the annual Com-
munity Prayer Breakfast at

* Alta Vista Country Ciub at

7:80 a.m, Call the chamber at
528-1873 for more informa-
tion. Cost is $15. Bob Sieker;

' who plans the weekly cham-

ber networking luncheons,
tells me that the Wednesday
networking luncheons will
move to Poulini’s restaurant
starting this month; he wants
to thank Bernie Gordon, gra-
c¢lous host of Rembrandt’s, for
his hospitality in hosting this
chamber group these many
months.

Eleanore Rankin has the latest
about families, clubs and busi-
ness, Call her at (714) 524-8337 or
fax information to (714) 524-8660.

pacific clippings

pmb 117889
santa ana, calif. 92711

Los Angeles Times

OCEdttion

Daly  APR -~ g 2006
Monday:,c;

Exhibit: The San C[emente High.
 School student art éxhibit is
_showcased at the Casa Romantica
"Cultural Center and Gardens,

" Works in¢lude paintings, drawings,

photography and ceramics.
‘Through May 14, Free, 415

- Avenida Granada, San Clemente
(949)498-213%0r .,

- WWW. casaromantica org

Frfm "On Common Grounds,”
produced by Fullerton filmmaker -
Ahmad Zahra#enters on
improving relationships among

. people of different culturesand
- réliglons. Short discussions take

.-place-before and after the fiim.
6:30 p.m, Free, Placentta Libtary,
411 E. Chapman Ave. ( (714)
528-1906.
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PLACENTIA 335

" The natlonals; Valencia
- High School’s varsity

eolor guard is in Dayton,
Ohio, to compete in the
national championship in

" the Scholastic Open Di-

vision. They will com-
pete against 46 teams
from across the nation.

' The Valencia team is
ranked in the top ten of
all schools n its division

. nationally, and has won

" all of its competxtmns

' thls year.

: - Clndy Arora

(714) T04-3706

carera@oeseqgister.com

pacific clippings
mb 11789

santa ana, calif.

The Register

pay  APR 132006

92711

ALMANAC

HISTORIC SITES

3 9 - PLACENTIA

_Bradford Hou;e' 136 Palm Circle; built in
1902; home of Albert Bradford, a Pla-
centia founder who organized Placen-
tia National Bank and Bradfoxd Pack—
inghouse. ..
George Key Ranch: 625 W. Bastanchury

. Road; built in 1898; oldest standmg
house in the city. -

- Ontiveros Adobe site: Crowther Avenue
and Porter Way; in:1841, Juan Pacifico
Ontiveros, owner of land that would

" peconite Anaheim, Placentia and Fuller-
ton, built an adobe here; no longer ex-
ists.
$ource: Piacentia Library history room

e e S i o i v W A edeh G AL BAA TR M L St e g o et
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Placentia

has a poet ,

to call its

very own
ko |
Library district’s
poet laureate
- works to-inspire-
 artistic creativity
and appreciation .
for verse.,,

By SUSHMA SUBI}AMANIAH )
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

PLACENTIA «For years, Mere-

dith Karen Laskow read her

poetry ‘at local venues, The’

Ugly Mug Café in Orange and
Misfit #9 Gallery  in "Santa
Ana. '

. She had been through the
routine many times,

. Since she doesn’t wear a

watch, she pre-timed her po-
ems to the second to stay
“within her five-minute limit.
. Audiences were supportive,
but never included many peo-
ple from her city, Placentia.
So Laskow pushed ‘for a
poet laureate position in the
‘town. The city showed little in-

-terest, but the Placentia Li-.
‘brary District was taken by

the idea..

Her task is to hold readings
and poetry workshops in the
-library’'s meeting room a few
times a year. :

“We were excited about the
prospect of doing it,” said Li-
brary Director Elizabeth Min-

WORDSMITH- Meredith Karen Laskow at the Placentia lerary.

~

Meredlth Karen

Laskow

Aqe. 55

Years in Placentia. 25"
Published works: 83 poem's and
essays - ' .
Upcoming poetry proqrams'
Coffee house-style open reading
at the Placentia Library at 4 p.m.

- April 30,

Favorite poet: Czéslaw Milosz,

ter. “We had a conimunity vol-

- unteer, and it's a’ means of

expression for the commu--

nity.”

Laskow’s progr‘ams have'
drawn visitors from through-- -
_out the region. About 156 mu-

nicipalities in California have
poets - laureate; Placentia Li-
brary District is the only one
in Orange County.

Laskow, 55, wasn't alway&

s0 public with her work.

. As d teen in a Chicago sub-
urb, she wrote poems and es-
says about love and failed ro-

mances and grandmse plans

to save the universe. But she
never let anyone read them.
“1 did it because it was’ in-
side. me,” she said. “I didn't
write it because I wanted to

- ' show it to',anybr)'dy.” : ‘
In her 20s, she was less pro-

lific because of depression or

boredom, she sald At 30, she.

stopped.

Then, two days hefore her
48th birthday, Laskow discov-

ered she had cancer

Her grief and terror forced
her to end the writer’s block
by writing “The Mountain™:

She stands at the edge of an
abyss

casually looking down:

Cancer -
- The word rings- through the
canyons

Careening off ~ .

The frozen edges of her heart

Cancer -~

When she began showing
her’ poetry to her cancer sup-
port group, they persuaded
her to publish her work.

Her involvement in Orange

County’s "artistic community:

increased . when her cancer
went into remission in 1999,
Now, she hopes other com-
munities will initiate laur eate
programs like Placentia’s.

» 4] think people need art in

" their lHves,” she said: “I wish

more people knew about poets:

and read poetry.”

Agenda item 44
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' m‘\’ Our cuftural oasis
o As an employee of the Orange
County library system, I disagree
with much of the article, “0.C. li-
braries loosen up” [Focus, April 6].

Our society has been indoetri-
nated Lo expect everything to be
trendy, which leads to a “happen-
ing” experience. From mindless re-
ality TV, tasteless “American Idol”
music to constant blabbering on
our cell phones, we've become a na-
tion of robotic pawns controlled by
Big Business advertising schemes.

It's refreshing to still have an oa-
sis of great literature, music and
movies along with computer sta-
tions devoid of the loud constant
buzz you experience at Borders or
Starbucks. Remember these are
corporations that do what they do
for profit only. The library is a non-
profit publie service to serve each '
individual community, providing
free rental of books and musie.
With the high cost of books today,
this ig a real bargain, . -

I believe change is important,
and our libraries must remain on
the cutting edge of technology, hut
we also need to allocate more state
funding to our library systems or

~ the book will shut-and another pub-

lic institution will go the way of the -

business world. .
, Steve Kelimyer

Lake Forest

pacific clippings

B

mb 117889

santa ana, calif. 92711
The Regilf

Daily Eh ~ 1 2008

’ PLACENTIA 252

i Annual meeting: The
Friends of the Library

. will hold its annual'
‘meeting at 6:30 p.m.

! Ménday in City Council
chambers, 401 B, Chap-

" man Ave. Mystery writer
Jan Burke will be the
speaker. Dinner will fol-
low in the Placentia Li-
brary meeting room. For

" information, call (714)

. 528-1925, ext. 210.

- S_ushma Subramanilan

. - (714) 704-379%
ssubramanian@ocregister.cem

pacific clippings
p mb 11788
santa ana, calif. 92711

The Regist%r‘PR- -6 2006

Dalty

PLACENTIA s
Grant spending?%h%C,ity

Council agreed Tuesday

to pay off a $6.9 million

. debt incurred to buy an

Office Depot property )

+ for the city’s rail project,

The purchase was the . .
‘main use of $15.1 million -
in state grants that the
city has waited four

" years to receive. The

' money, which was frozen

in 2002, will be'spent

© much as officials antiei-
. pated when the state au-
* thorized funding in the

fall - to reimbursé the .
city for underpass ex-
benses, to construct a
pedestrian bridge and
build reserves,

* ~ Sushma Subramanian

(714) 704-379¢
ssubramanlan@ocregister.com

pn
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Becker,
D Amato
face novel

charge

District Attorney’s

argument is
untested in conflict
of interest cases.’

By SUSHMA SUBRAMANIAN
PLACENTIA NEWS-TIMES

!

. If you break the law in sign-
mg a confract, are you contin-.

uing to break the law by get-
‘ting paid under the contract?

That's the question-at the

heart of the District Attorney’s

felony conflict-of-interest case’

- against former Public Works
Director Chris Becker and re-

lated case against former City

Administrator Robert ’Ama-
to.

benefiting from his efforts to

¢reate. OnTrac in 2000 and

drawing up his own contract as
executive director of the agen-
cy: D'Amato is accused of help-
ing him draw up the contract
and then covering up the con-
flict of interest, which he was

told about shortly after the '

deal was reached, the district
attorney’s office said.

The district attorney soffice

would not say wheéther then-
City Attorney Carol Tanen-

baum, who testified before the-

grand jury, told D’Amato the
deal was illegal.

Tanenbaum  declined to-

comment citing grand jury se-
crecy instructions, She re-
sigried the position she'd held
for 13 years just three months
after the contract was ap-

Becker is accused of illegally |

BECKER

FROM PAGE1

proved.
D’'Amatée  attorney Ron

. Brower .said the City Council

knew everything his elient did.

“Mr. D’Amato went to the
lawyer that does work for the
city and he presented the cir-
cumstances and they advised

- him that what he was doing )

was within the law and in the
best interest of the city,” Brow—
er said.

Becker has said that the city
attorney signed off on the con-

tract at the time.

State law bars pubhc offi-
cers from creating contracts
that they benefit from.

The two are expected to en-
ter pleas at a May 31 arraign-
ment, [f convicted, they could
receive up to eight months in .
state prison and three years'
probation.

WHEN DID THE CLOCK .
START?

The statute of limitations for
this type of conflict of interest
‘violation is four years, mean-
ing that erimes more than four
years old cannct be prosecut-
ed. Prosecutors contend that
the crime was ongomg up until
Becker’s dismissal in Novem-
ber 2005,

Becker’s lawyer says the
clock started ticking in April
2000, when the contract was
signed, and
ran out two

years ago. :
“The city ¢

urged Mr.

Becker to go

forward,

reaped mil-

lions in bene-
fits for five Chris Becker
years, and .
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now plays ‘gotcha’ with this
technical claim,” Becker attor-
ney Paul Meyer said.

The city brought in about
$80 million in grants during his
leadership, he said. )

“Everything was done in
public,” Brower said. “If this
was a crime, then the $64,000
question is, “‘Why wasn't the
entire City Council indicted?
They knew everything that he

" knew”

Senior Deputy Orange
County District Attorney Ca-
mille Hill isn’t alleging D'Ama-
to benefited financially, but
said there is amplé proof that
he aided Becker. She added
that D’Amato knew about the
conflict within weeks of sign-

ing Becker’s contract.
“He had a responsibility to

- protect the public and an obli-

gation to prevent a cover-up,”
she said.

Her office will argue that the
statute clock didn’t begin until
Becker received his final pay-
ment from the city, in 2005,

There is a category of of-
fenses known in California as
continuing vi-
olations, for
which the
statute of limi-
tations does
not start run-
ning while vio-
lations are on-
going, Senior
Robert D'Amate  Deputy . -Dis-

trict Att‘brney
Brian Gurwitz said.

Becker continued to benefit
for five years after the contract
was signed.




PRECEDENTS

One example of an ongoing

violation is found in the 1978
case Williams v. Superior Court,

An insurance adjustor sold a
confidential - personal injury
file to defendant attorneys,
who were later retained to rep-
resent the injured party in a

" malpractice suit.

More than three years aftér
receipt of the file, defendants
were indicted for receiving and
concealing stolen property.

The court ruled that con-
cealment is a continuing of-

fense if it is done on purpose.

The ongoing violation rule
has also been used in the con-
text of failing to notify areal es-
tate commissioner. of the sale
or lease of land or of failing to
register as a sex offender.

No published appellate deci-
ston-has ruled on whether con-
flict-of-interest violations can
constitute ongoing violation,
Gurwitz said.

THE PROTAGONISTS

“There is no doubt that On-
Trac has been tainted,” said
Mayor Scott Brady. “But we
have stepped away and made
swift- and comprehensive
changes.” _

Craig Green, whose commu-
nity group Citizens for a Better
Placentia brought the com-
plaint to the county in June
2004, said the news was vindi-
cating.

“Three and a half years
we've been asking these ques-
tions,” said Green. “Now the
grand jury and the District At-
torney’s Office have found the
same issues we did.”

Asrecently as last February,

Becker did not take the probe

seriously.

“During the 2004 election, a
very nasty residents group al-
leged that I had a conflict of in-
terest and that I improperly in-
fluenced the 2000 contract,”
Becker wrote in a Feb. 9 e-mail
to Ron Mutter, public-works
director of Redlands, which

has arail-project contract with
Becker.

“T can assure you, all I did
was what I was requested to
and followed the established
procedures guided by the
¢ity's counsel”

Councilwoman Connie Un-

derhill, a frequent Becker crit-

ic, said she had counted on
I’Amato to be the council’s
watchdog.

“I feel betrayed,” she said.
“It's hard to believe this could
have happened, that we.didn’t

. have a whistle-blower within
staff who would have said: You
are not being told all you need
to know."” .

City officials learned of

Becker's potential conflict in
January 2003 through a confi-
dential mefmo from City Attor-
ney Tom Nixon,

That memo,, obtained by
Green's group, was the cata-
lyst for the county probe.

Mayor Scott Brady said the
city acted quickly to reduce
Becker’s compensation in
March 2003,

“It was a poor contract and
we did redraft it,” Mayor Scott
Brady said.  ~

Councilman Norm Ecken-
rode said the city corrected the
problem and that D’Amato and
Becker contributed alot to Pla-
centia. !

“Somehow this seems like a
political witch hunt with this
thing,” he said, “To me, it's a
waste of taxpayers’ money.”

| The indictments

; The grand jury heard testimony

! from 30 people before handing

: down indictments against former
i City Administrator Bob D'Amato

I and former Public Works Director
; Chris Becker for their roles in cre-
! ating OnTrac.

BECKER

t Two indictments say Becker heiped

set up the agency and crafted his

: own contract while a city officer -
. and benefited financially from do-

ing so.
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Becker billed OnTrac about $13
million between April 2000 and

~ March 2003 - the dates focused on

by the grand jury.

Response: Becker has long argued
that city attorneys reviewed his
contract before it was approved,
and that city officials encouraged
him to pursue the dual role. His
lawyer argues that a statute of
limitations prevents prosecution.

D'AMATO

The two indictments against
D'Amato say his help in creating
the agency and Becker's contract
enabled Becker to illegally benefit
- though D'Amato reaped no fi-
nancial rewards. They say D’Amato
- the sole permanent OnTrac board
member - fafled to-investigate con-
flict-of-interest issues and later
withheld information or misin-
formed city officials about those
issues,

Response: His atforney said the
OnTrac contracts were approved In
public and that the council had the
same information as I'Amato.

UPDATE =
Firing Becker

THEN: JANUARY

The city of Redlands hired for-
mer Placentia rail chief Chris Beck-
1 er to complete engineering studies
{ and an application for a railroad
I quiet zone at the Union Pacific
; Railroad's Afessandro Road cross-

1 ing. Residents hoping to quiet the
 train whistles in their neighbor-

1 hood suggested Backer for the

; contract after his initial studies

y suggested the project could be

i done for less than $50,000 by In-
! stalling a median,

NOW

i

i

i

; Becker was indicted Jast week
; for conflict-of-interest violations.
H

]

!

i

|

i
!
I.
i
|
i
!
i
i
i
i
§

WHAT'S NEXT

City Manager John Davidson is
recommending that the council
; end the contract with Becker. The
{ council was scheduled to vote
! Tuesday.



BIG }iOLE:‘Job foreman Joe Mendoza, left, and former rail-project chief Chris Becker di
day's progress on the work being done in late 2004 to the Melrose underpass.

Libraries take a pag

o apdat caibae aging

from business world

ou can shut the book on the library
of old. -

The public institution is
confronted with slow-growing budgets and
fast-mounting competition in the form of
bookstores and the Internet.

* But by writing a new
chapter - one that embraces
pop culture, mimics hospitality
at top-of-the-line hotels and does away
with all that shushing - libraries in Orange
County are betting they’ll secure their
futures for generations to come.

FiLE PHOTO

scuss the
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Once known as staid, qu1et repos1tories for books some institutions are
copying busiriess models on how best to attract and keep ‘customers.’

By JEFF OVERLEY
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

range neon and

B bars and flat

B screens. Inter-

W net sites with
. > advice  abbut
_ sex, drugs and rock 'n’ roll.
Libraries in Orange County
ain’t what they used to be.

With funding tight and com; 7.
petition fierce, the hushed re--

positories of worldly knowl-
edge
extreme makeover.

Far from a simple shift from
encyclopechas to laptops, the
institution is embarkmg on a

cultural time warp to keep -

pace with modern tastes.
“People are frying to make
libraries happening places,”
says Ken Haycock, director of
- the School of Library and In-.
" formation Science at San Jose
State.

‘It's not happening at’every’ -

local fibrary, but the trend is

not paper-thin. In several ci- -

ties, librarians are steeping
themselves in business-man-
agement theory and market-
ing - to  niche audiences,
They're studying service at
Aive-diamond resorts and
ditching rules on noise, food
and drink. .

" iPOdS.'Espresso .

are undergoing an

And there’s no such thihg as
a library “patron” anymore -
visitors are now known as
“customers.” ‘

The public library’s emula-
‘tion of private enterprlse
comes as the Web challenges
its monopoly on information,

and cozy bookstores expose .

its staid reputation.
“For our own performance

and, I would say, for our own

survival, we need to stay com-
petitive and move forward,”
says Valerie Maginnis, library
divector in Mission Viejo.

‘A SEA CHANGE'

Much of the library’s evolu-
tion is rooted in the halls of"
higher learning, Haycock says.

“Our students are -taking
many more courses of their

own volition in areas like mar--

keting; human-resources man-
agemient, -interpersonal com-
munications,” he says. _

The research is carrying
over from the classroom to the
boardroom, . where officials
seek to emulate successful
companies renowned for their

‘treatment of guests.

At the Cerritos Library, ofﬁ-
clals study hospitality prac-
tices at the Ritz-Carlton
Trader Joe's and eruise lines.

. Newport Beach officials
look at Starbucks, and for the
past six months have em-

ployed secrét -shoppers to

gauge librarian helpfulness,

* “It's truly a sea change in li-
brarianship,” says Linda Kat-
souleas, director of the New-
port Beach Public Library. -

SPEAK EASY

The most momentous find--

ing: People Hate' ° being
shushed, In many libraries,
conversation is now encour-

aged, with only certai'n areas
sectored off for silence. -
Four months ago, the Ana-

heim Library abolished its.ban -

on cell: phones in recognition

‘of & “cell:phone culture.”

“Years ago, we would never
have to create a qmet zone -

we were the quiet zone,” says

City Librarian Carol Stone.

-Gone too are stodgy desks -

and ‘rock-hard -chairs, ré-
placed by leather-chairs; otto-
mans, end = tables and
wrought-iron lamps.

“Yowre talking about get-

ting away from the institu-
tional library feel,” says Don
Buckley, a manager at the Cer-
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ritos Library, “We didn't buy

library furnifure - we just

bought ™ furniture .that was

coinfortable. ... We want it to
feel like people’s living rooms.”



* Also jettisoned are restric-
tions on snacks and bever-
ages, a bow to the allure of
hookstore-coffes shop fusions..

“We used to actually have
security people, and one of
‘their missions was to walk
around and tell people to re-
turn back to the snack area,”
says Ron Hayden, director of

the Huntington Beach Public
Library. “We now have an ac- -

tual coffee cart .. we've not

only retaxed our policy, we ve !

actually encouraged people to
kick off their shoes.”

And libraries aren’t Just

mel[owing out — they're trying
to tune in as well,
In many places, that-means

targeting youths like never be- -

fore. Whereas the. library of

old had- 'story- time; for. fod- -
-.dlers, Anaheim now targets -
four distinet age groups - tod-"

“dlers, elementary-school pu-
plls “tweens” and teens.

. The Orange Couinty Pubhc_
" Library, serving nearly two

dozen citiés, offers -a “Real
Life” teen Web page with links
to information on sex and al-
coholism, music and vegetar-
ian eating.

It’s “all part of responding
to the changing needs of our
constituency,” says Katsouleas
of the Newport library, which
offers audio books .on iPods
and a teen room with a neon
sign. “4 B-year-old does not
need the same kind of materi-
als and environment as teens.”

“CASHING IN

‘But behaving like' abusiness
means- more than accommo-
dating finicky consumers; it
also means making money. -

- “With budéets increasingly
dedicated to technology and

‘municipal funding often flat, .

libraries are - charting new

paths - far beyond used-book

sales —to fatten their wallets.
In Huntington Beach, offi-

c1als rent out rooms for family

reunions, weddmg receptions

and, rehgmus services, events.

that - _netted -the . library

© $400,000 last year. Mission

Viejo proctors tests, and doles
out passports, ‘pocketing tidy

commxsswns from each,

“We celebrate our entrepre-
neurialism here,” says Magin-
nis ,of the Mission Viejo Li-
brary, which may soon partner
with a privaté copy center.

‘With all their new offerings,

libraries need to get the word

out. That's where marketing,
once - only word-of-mouth,
comes in. Ads adorn bus shel-

“ters and school hunch menus

in Mission Viejo, city news-

letters in Newport Beach.

“Back in the good old days,
marketing and PR for ibraries
consisted of a flier or a book-
mark,” Maginnis. says. “Now,
we have to be just as commer-
cially minded as the pravate
sector”

Officials say they're confi-

dent that libraries are here to

DRAWERS DROPPED- Mlssion Vlejo lerary visitors
- gearch for books by computer instead of card catalog.  service
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_stay, in one form or another

What Google offers in accessi-
bility, Barnes and Noble in
comfort, . Amazen in value -
the library has all’ that and
more, they argue. ‘

But, they concede, any
sense of pre-eminence is now
a footnote in history, sup-
planted by an eagerness to
please:

“Once upon a ) time, we saw

 ourselves as gatekeepers ..

but you can’t do that now"”
Buckley says. “You want tq get
people in the doors ... you have
to show your value. You can’t
just sit back and say, ‘We have
ali the knowledge in the world,

“eome here if you want.! We-

have to do more than that.” -

Register staff writers Erie -
- Carpenter, Barbara Giasone,
Amanda Strindberg and Amy
Taxin and researchers Sharon
Clairemont and Colleen Robledo.
contributed to this report.

Seme things
you can do
* Rent movies

listen to music and
audio books

» Have a wedding
| reception

_« Get-a passport
« Attend a concert

Internet
« Attend a church

+ Check out iPods to

« Take a yoga class

« Connect via wireless
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A T . RYAN HODGSON-RIGSBEE, THE REGISTER'
MARKETING: Young Cerritos Library users enter the children's section. Many libraries now ar-
get four distinct chifdren's age groups - toddlers, elementary-school pupils, "tweens” and teens.




Non-book
circulation

Publ:c library patrons are checking out
mare non-book items such as music £Ds’
and software than'in the past. Hers are-
the non-hook percentages of all -
circulation at Orange County fibraries,
comparing fast year tofive years ago

2004—2005 ]
- 2000-2001 &8

ORANGE COUNTY LIBRARY*

CITY LIBRARIES
Newport Beach

_ x‘ﬁ 21%
Misslon Viejo

§ 25%

RS (8%
Yorha I.mda

SRR 22%
ERERUEET 19%

Cerritos :
] 20%
- SR 18% o

Pl'acentia

ST 19%
% 10%
: Anahetm '
R 16%
“%% 12%
$anta Ana
EENENEE 15%
EERT%
Huntington Beach
AN 8%
EEZE Y%

*Serves Fullerton, Allso Vrejo, Brea,
Costa Mesa, Cypress, Dana Point,
Fountaln Valley, Garden Grove, La Habra,
La Palma, Laguna Beach,Laguna Hills,
Laguna Niguel, Laguna Woods, Los
Alamitos/Rossmoor, Rancho Santa
Margarita, San Clemnente, San Juan

_ Caplstrario, Seal Beach, Stanton, Tustin,
Villa Park and Waestminster
Non-book ¢circulation intludes

audiovisuals, microforms, software,
graphics and all other non-print items.

Sources: California Library Statlstlcs,
Cal[fornia State Library g

Electronic,
traditional
resources -

fight for funds

. By JEFF ROWE
THE ORANGE CDL!NTY REGISTER

n any revolution, it's

‘B tough to know when to -
* « let go of the old and

‘embrace the new.
- Libraries are doing the
eqmvalent of a one-arm hug

of electronic sources ~ sub--

scribing' to some while
maintaining a base of tradi-

tional subscriptions to pa--

per magazines and JOU.I'—
nals. .
“It’s a very difficult deci-

- sion,” says Linda Katsou-

leas, director of library ser-
vices for the Newport
Beach Public Library. She
says the decision is driven
by demand - and given that

~'people. who live in Newport

Beach tend to be fairly
computer-savvy, the -

brary has been leaning to-

ward more electronic sub-
scriptions  and  fewer
traditional paper -ones. In

the caseof newspapers and -
bulky journals, going elec-

tronie. has advantages:

‘Shelf-space heeds are re-
duced, and- more people .
can read an article at the -

same time,

Valerie Maginnis, direc-

tor. of library services for.

the Mission Viejo Library,

" estimates the cost of elec-

tronic subscriptions has

" fallen 10 percent to 15 per-

cent in the past decade, For
the current fiscal year end-

ing June 30, the Mission

Viejo Library will spend
about a quarter of its

$330,000 materials budget,
. on electronic subscriptions,

University libraries have

_become huge users of elec-

tronic - information. = Cal
State Fullerton’s . library
now subscribes to 160 elec-
tronic databases.

A peek at the Coastline
Community College library
offers a glimpse of what

may become. The' library
there serves thousands of
students, sbout 5,000 mil-
itary personnel around the
world and 2,000 prisoners.
Half thé college’s student

-body telecommutes.

Librarian Cheryl Stew-

‘art deals with them elec-
tr omcaliy “I'm the 1nv1s1b1e

librarian.”

Her biggest challenge:
Helping the students un-
derstand the “vast differ-
ence” in what they can find

" free on the Internet and the

quality research they can
get in.a library - even an
all-electronic’one. ’

READER POLL: Have you
visited a public library in the
past year? Local 3
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“some libraries of the future .
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Welcome to Placentia Library District Placentia Library
; Board of Trustees
Al Shkoler, President
Jean Turner, Secretary
Richard DeVecchio, Ed.D
411 East Chapman Avenue k
Placentia, CA 92870-6108 Betty Bscobosa
714-528-1906 Gaeten Wood
www.placentialibrary.org '
Placentia Library Placentia Library Hours
Board of Trustees
Sunday 1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.,
Upcoming Meeting Schedule: Monday 9:00 AM. - 5:00 P.M, (’
Tuesd 9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Monday, July 31 at 6:30 P.M. uescay
_ Wednesday 9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Monday, August 21 at 6:30 P.M. Thursday 9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
Monday, September 18 at 6;:30 P.M., Friday CLOSED
Monday, OCtober 16 at 6:30 P.M. Saturday 9:00 AM, - 5:00P.M.
(Passport Application & Nelary Strvices eod 3 mlnutes befare 1he Library choses)
Placentia Library Managers LIBRARY CLOSED
Elizabeth D. Minter
Library Director Sunday’ September 3
James A. Roberts &
Public Service Manager Monday September 4
[ 3
Vernon Napier -
Technical Services Manager fOl'
Wendy Goodson
Administrative Services Manager * ;:A? .[;?I;)g *
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Placentia Library Phone Numbers
(714) 528-1906

Circulation Desk Ext. 210
Renewal Information  Ext.* 6
Adult Services Ext? 209
Childrén Services Ext#212
Literacy Ext#213
Passport Information Ext?7
Volunteer Information Ext. ¥201

www.placentialibrary.org

USED BOOKSTOR,

£ Staifed entirely by Volunteers
EQ Located in the Placentia Library lobby

GREAT BARGAINSE

Bookstore Volunteers Always Needed!

Sundays 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Mondays 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.
Tuesdays 4:00 — 6:00 PM.
Saturdays 11:00 AM. - 1:00 PM
Substitutes needed for additional hours

Please call 528-1925, Ext. 201 for iuformation

SPECIAL BACKROOM SALg

‘When: Second Sunday of each month
1:00 — 4:00 P.M.
Upcoming Sales: Jul 9, Aug 13, Sep 10 & Oct 8

Where: BACKROOM where Friends sort and
price donations - ENTER through delnery
entrance from parking lot

What: Everything in stock

Why: To provide money to support Library needs
while providing quality reading materials at
low cost

Placentia Library Hours

Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Monday 9:00 AM. - 9:00P.M.
Tuesday 9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Wednesday 5:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.

Thursday 9:00 AM. - 6:00 P.M.
Friday CLOSED
Saturday 9:00 AM. - 5:00P.M.

(Passpert Applitation & Netary Servives end 30 mivutes before the Library elosts}




LIBRARY CLOSED

Sunday, September 3
&
Monday, September 4

e
R EX

SiTfor the Library

shopiorinetibrary. ot

Shop for the Library

Now you can shop from more than 700 online
merchanis and help raise funds for the Placentia
Library at the same time,

Whenever yols make a purchase through the Shop
for the Hbrary website, up to 25% of the sale goes to
benefit the Library!

Agenda item 44
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Become a Ralph’s & Albertson’s
Community Partner

If you provide Placentia Library with. your
Ralph’s and/or Albertson’s ID number along
with your address and telephone number,
the Library can receive up to 5% of your
grocery purchases as a donation.
Sign-up forms at the Circulation Desk
or call 714-528-1925 Ext. 201.

Placentin
Library
Literacy
Services

Calt Literzcy Coordinators Jim Roberts or Toby Silberfarb
if you or someone you know
needs help in reading or speaking English.

® 524- 8408, x215 orx213

Placentia Library Literacy Services

* Volunteer tutors needed!
+ Attend one 3 hour training workshop

* Training workshops are held at the Library on =
the first Sunday of the month 1:30 —4:30 P.M.

« The next scheduled workshops are:
Augb—3ep 17-0ct 1 —Nov 35

For more information and to sign up call 524-8408, Ext. 213

On Sale Now at the Circulation Desk - $63.00

Proceeds suppor the Placentia History Room
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Placentia Library Hours

Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Monday 0:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Tuesday 9:00 AM. - 9:00 .M.
Wednesday 9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Thursday 9:00 A.M, - 6:00 P.ML
Friday CLOSED

Saturday 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.ML

(Paysport Application & Notary Services end 3 minctes befoce the LEbrary choses)

LIBRARY CLOSED

Sunday, September 3
&
Monday, September 4

Placentia Library Phone Numbers
(714) 528-1906

Circulatjon Desk Ext. 210
Renewal Information Ext*6
Adult Services Ext* 209
Children Services Ext.f 212
Literacy Ext.*213
Passport Information Ext* 7
Volunteer Information Ext. ¥201

www.placentialibrary.org

Renew your books

by phone
“Please enter your :
iorany cord mimer, Using T'elecire
Y . followed by
the # sign” 714-765-1775

24 hours a day/ 7 days a week

1) Renewbooks

Find out which titles you have
checked out

EQ Find out which ftems you
have on hold

3 Find out which tiftes you have
overdue

[ Find out it you have any fines

Want to save some time?

Placing a reserve is the best bargain in town.

Place your reserve request online through the catalog

at www.placentialibrary.org
or by telephone to 714-528-1925, Ext. 209,

Staff will locate the item for you and held it at the
Circulation Desk for up to 10 days.
The fee is 50¢ per item, you will be notiffed by
telephone when the item is ready fo be picked up.




Passport Application
Acceptance Agency
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SEFices &t [Plieeniie

Passport & Notary hours at Placentia Library:
Sunday 1:00 - 430 P.M.

Monday 9:00 AM. - 8:30 P M.
Tuesday 9:00 AM. - 330 P.M.
Wednesday 9:00 A.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Thursday ~ 9:00 AM. - 53¢ P.M.

Friday CLOSED

Saturday 9:00 AM. - 430 P.M.

Piacentia Library is an official US. Department of State
Passport Acceptance Agency.
For Passport infarmation:
call $28-5508 Eat. 7 ox visit the Library Website www.placentishibrary.org

ROV
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4 PHOTOS FOR $10

ShopEiTtor the Library)

shaopfortheiizrary.net

Shop for the Library

Now yott can shop frem more than 700 online
merchants and help ralse funds for the Placentia
Library at the same time,

Whenever yoll make a purchase through the Shop
for the Library webslte, up to 25% of the sale goes to
benefit the Ubrary!

Become a Ralph’s & Albertson’s
Community Partner

If you provide Placentia Library with your
Ralph’s and/or Albertson’s ID number along
with your address and telephone number, ”
the Library can receive up to 5% of your
grocery purchases as a donation,

Sign-up forms at the Circulation Desk
or call 714-528-1925 Bxt. 201,

Placentia Library Hours

Sunday " 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Monday $:00 A.M. - 9:00P.M,
Tuesday 9:00 A.M, - 9:00 P.M.
Wednesday 9:00 AM. - 9:00 P.M.
Thursday 9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Friday CLOSED
Saturday $:100 AM, - 5:00 P.M.

(Passport Application & Netary Services 2ad 30 minuizs before the Library choses)




LIBRARY CLOSED

Sunday, September 3
&
Monday, September 4

for

Labor Da
s

Placentia Library Phone Numbers V
(714) 528-1906

Circulation Desk Ext, 210
Renewal Information Ext! 6
Adulf Services Bxt* 209
Children Services Ext.* 212
Literacy BExt*213
Passport Information Ext* 7
Voluntesr Information Ext. #2201

m“v.plaééntialibrary.org

Placentia’s Newest Local History
For Children & Adults

Available At The
Library Circulation Desk
$12,93 (inclnding tax)

Great Gift Idea
For Young & Old

Lap-sit Story Times
Presented by Lin Baesler
Ages newborn to 24 months
Thursday Mornings
9:05 - 9:25 AM.

in the
Childrens Area

Sponsored by the R@, 5
Gordon & Dixie Shaw Endowment {232z

No pre-registration required —no charge

Story Time X

for chiltren
ages 6 ard younger

- ‘Thuysday Mornings
9:45-10:15 A.M.

Presented by Lin Baesler
No pre-reglstiration required -ne charge

Story Time 11

for chilirer

ages 6 and younger |f
P |

Thursday Mornings
10:30 —11:00 A.M.

Presented by Lin Raesler
Na pre-regisiration required -ne charge

Apenda item 44
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Mausic Time X

for ghildren

ages 6 and younger |f

Tuesday Evenings
6:00 — 6:30 P.M.

Featuring Lin Baesler
No pre-regisiration required — no charge

Masic Time 11

for children :
ages 6 and yomdger |

Tuesday Evenings
6:30—7:00 P.M.

Featuring Lin Baesler

No pre-registration required — no charge

Masic Timre I

for children i
ages 6 and younfer |

Wednesday Evenings
6:00 — 6:30 P.M.

Featuring Lin Baesler

No pre-registration reguired — no charge

There will be no
Story Time
or
Music Time Programs
in August.

Story Time at Home
Use the Tumblebook Library

at
www.placentialibrary.org

Click on: Just for Kids

Click on the Tumblebooks icon

An on-line collection of animated, talking picture beoks

Summer Reading Program
Event #5

Wild Animais
Tuesday, Juty 11
2:00P.M.
aws on g,
400‘; k4 - GOO :
" .

&

Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Friends of Placentia Library.




Summer Reading Program

Event #6
Game Time
Tuesday, July 18
2:00 P.M.
' awWs on 5
‘;odr Y N GOOQ
> 4
© ¥ w

Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Friends of Placentia Ltbrary.

Summer Reading Program
Event #7

Magic Show

Tuesday, July 25
2:00 P.M.

Paws Ol a @
xﬂ"ﬂr N2 %o

s
Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Friends of Placentia Library.

Summer Reading Program

Readers Are a
Special Species

| N
Read to the Dogs %@r/j\;d
%},\ _M.:_)-.

Monday, July 31
Monday, August 28

6:00 P.M.
Specially trained dogs from
Bright and Beautiful Therapy Dogs, Inc.

(a non-profit corporation)

Placentia Library Hours

Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Monday 9:00 AM. - 9:00P.M.
Tuesday - 9100 A.M. - 9:00 P.ML
Wednesday 9:00 AM. - %:00P.M,
Thursday 9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.ML
Friday CLOSED

Saturday 9:00 A.M. - 5:00P.M.

(Passport Application & Notary Services end 30 mlnutes before (e Library tloses)

LIBRARY CLOSED

Sunday, September 3
&
Monday, September 4

for

Lahor Da
k7 Ao ok Ak
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NEW! Shop for the Library

Now you can shep from more than 700 online
merchants and help ralse funds for the Placentia
Library at the same tinte.

Whenever you make a purchase through the Shop
for the Library website, tp to 25% of the sale goes fo
benefit the Library!
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Become a Ralph’s & Albertson’s
Community Partner

If you provide Placentia Library with your
Ralph’s and/or Albertson’s ID number along
with your address and telephone number,
the Library can receive up to 5% of your
grocery purchases as a donation.
Sign-up forms at the Circulation Desk
or call 714-528-1925 Ext, 201,

Www.p}acentialibrary,qrg |

BT, g rielod g et re LR NN YR, AT

247 Reference
There are times you need help, but can't make it to the library.

Live, real-time help from a librarian is available, 24 hours a day.
(ne library card number needed)

The Library Catalog
You can fook up what books are available at the Placentia Library

and all of the Anaheim Library branches. {no Hbrary card
number needed)

Additionally, you can reserve books, check on your library
account, and renew your books. (fibrary card number needed)

 plEcerRby org

Online Resources
(To access, pou must have your Hbrary card mumber available)

+LearnATest

+ Newspapers

<+ Facts On File

-+ NoveList

< General Reference Center/Magazine Index
< Business & Company Resource Center
 Health & Wellness Resource Center

Placentia History Room

Staffed & Managed
by Librarians
&Volunteers

Hours
Monday & Tuesday &
Wednesday
1:00-3:00 P.M.

Oxher hours by speclal arrangement

ELY Traveling historieal

3 Books by local

Placentia History Room
Displays currently featuring

L] Localschool
annuals

photographs of local
schools

authors




Placentia History Room

Historical Collections Include

L}, Bancroft’s historlcal EL) Local citrus label

series collectton
£ Local oral histories £ spanish made
{0 caifornia historical cannonball -

fiction possibly from the

1769 Portola

0 Cn}n\]ﬁeleu:]le];tloud Expedition

of Women’s Roun

table Scrapbaoks [ Adobe brick from

Ontlveras adobe
builtin 1832
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Placentia History Room

Archival Resources Include

[ West Atwood Yeeht Club LI virgtnia Carpenter

memorabliia photograph collection
O Assorted SsmuelLouts 3 Placentia Courier negative

Kraemer maps and papers collection
1 Articles on international Histerie photograph

student vislt to Placenza, collection

Ttaly

) ¥ Newspaper ¢lippings,

(D) West Blacentia Little brochures, newsletters,

League maps of local historic
L0 Internationsl Kiwants Interest

papers and scrapbook

{1965-1914)

Support
Placentia

For inforration
<all 714-528-1925, Ext. 200
or visit www.placentialibrary.org

LIBRARY CLOSED

Sunday, September 3
& -
Monday, September 4

for

Labor Da
7 e ok 75k

10






Agenda Item 45

SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
JUNE 29, 2006
MINUTES

I Call to Order: 10:20 A M.

Members Attending: Katie Matas
’ Wendy Goodson
Caroline Gurkweitz

Members Absent: Esther Guzman

I1l. Old Business

1. The fire extingnishers were serviced on June 1, 2006.
2. The broken Koala Seat in the public women’s restroom was removed. A new one was

ordered but has not arrived.
3. “PPE Don't Start Work Without It” and “Preventing Heat Illness™ handouts were distributed at

the May 3, 2006 staff meeting, and “Dealing with Bugs & Critters” and “Stress/Injury
Prevention” handouts were distributed at the June 7, 2006 staff meeting.

V. New Business
. A light in the loading dock area was replaced on June 1, 2006.

2 There have been recurring problems with the main entry doors.
3. A locksmith disabled the doorknob locks on the Children's restrooms to keep chlldren from

locking themselves in.

The next meeting will be July 26, 2006 at 11:00 A.M.

Respectfully snbmitted,

Katie Matas






PLACENTIA LIBRARY DISTRICT
LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

TO:

Library Board President

FROM: Elizabeth D. Minter, Library Director
SUBJECT:  Public Hearings

DATE: Aupgust 15, 2005

10.

Public Hearings

Announce the Public Hearing topic.

Declare the Public Hearing Open.

Ask for and listen to comments from the public. The Library Trustees should not respond directly to
public comments as they will have an opportunity to speak after the hearing.

Declare the Public Hearing Closed.
Process Board discussion of the item.
Process motion to read resolution by Title only.

Have the Administrative Assistant or Library Director read the Resolution Title.

Motion to adopt the Resolution by roll call vote.

Have the Administrative Assistant or Library Director conduct the roll call vote,

Be sure that the results of the roll call vote are read in to the record.






